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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,.
281h February 1872.

No. 104. Read the following letter from the Commissioner of the Neilgherry
Hiils, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated
Ootacamund, 17th February 1872, No. 10:— -

The sluice at the end of the Ootacamund Lake was finished towards the ‘end
of last year, but the Engineer did nof consider it safe to open it until the end of

last month.

2. By way of giving it a tria
arose from lowering the lake, 1 opene
the water to a depth of three feet.

3. On Sunday last I closed the slyice, and, drawing the attention of the
medical officers of the station to the fact that April and May were the least healthy

d their opinion as to the advisability of proceeding with

months here, I requeste
* Seo G. O, No. 879, dated 19th June the work mnow or waiting till autumn, the time
1871, sy 3 . . . [ :
: originally fixed* by the Sanitary Commissioner as the

1, and to observe whether any unpleasant smell
d the sluice on the 29th ultimo, and let off

safest on sanitary grounds.
9. I forward Dr. Pearl’s reply, from which it will be seen that he and

D:. Ross anticipate no serious consequences from emptying the lake slowly
during March and April, provided that the deposit exposed is not disturbed in any
way, but on the whole they think it safer to defer the emptying till autumn.
Under these cirgumstances, and, considering that the prosperity of Qotacamund
depends in great measure upon its sanitary reputation during the summer months,
I propose deferring the emptying of the lake till autumn, :
3. In the meantimo there is plenty of work for the convicts in filling in
and reclaiming the upper part of the swamp which forms the head of the lake.

et

Officer, North District, Neilgherry Hills, to the Commissioner
dated Ootacamund, 14th February 1872, No. 2.
the honour to state that I have conferred

From Surgeon W. PEARL, Medical
of the Neilgherry Hills,
In reply to your letter of the 10th instant, I have

with Dr. Ross on the subject of emptying the lake.

9. With regard to the first query submitted to us,

quences from emptying the lake slowly during the months o

‘ﬂeposit, &e., exposed is not disturbed in any way.
3. As to the second question, we think that

state, and any filling in that may be required be safely done.
" 4, But on the whole, considering the late period at which the work has been commenced, Wo

think it would be a more prudent and safe course to defer the emptying until autuma.

we do not anticipate any serious conse=
f March and April, provided that the

the lake might be allowed to remain in its present

OrpEr THEREON, 28th February 1872, No. 195.
The Commissioner’s decision is approved,
(True Extract.)

No. 105.

Oficiating Chicf Secretary.
To the Commissioner of the Neilgherry Hills.
Sanitary Commissioner.

Public Works Department.
., Inspector-General, Indian Medical Department,

Exd, J. Wright.
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