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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,

7th December 1872.
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No. 64.  Read the following letter from E. G. BALFOUR, Esq., Inspector-General
of Hospitals, Indian Medical Department, to the Chief Secretaryto Gov-
ernment, Fort St. George, dated Fort St. George, 29th November 1872,
No. 378.

I have the honour to submit to His Excellency the Governor in Council that
from the prolonged heavy rains of the 23rd and 24th instant, and from the Cooum
river rising above its usual height and overflowing its banks, 1041 houses are
reported by the Commissioner of Police to have fallen and 5205 peo;ﬁ: become
houseless. The parts along the banks of the Cooum”that suffered from the inunda-
tion were housesand huts in Mackay’s Garden, Narsingapooram, and Poodoopettah,
all of them low sites, quite unsuitable for habitation, and on which dwellings ought
never to have been erected. In this view, on the 25th instant, I addressed the
President of the Municipal Comufffssion, and recommended him to prohibit the re-erec-
tionJof huts in the low-lying localities, and in his reply to me the President men-
tions that the 153rd Section of the Municipal Act permits him to insist on the floor
of all the huts being at a level two feet above the recent floods, and that he will
order, but he says he has no authority to prevent the building of houses in any
particular locality.

2. TIhave the honour to report that, under the order in G. O., No. 1474, dated
92 8th October 1872, I have, along with the President of the Municipal Commission,
its Engineer, and its Sanitary Officer, examined all this city;and there was apparent
to me an obvious necessity for power to prohibit unhealthy sites being occupied by
d welling houses ; and, as the President of the Municipal Commission now mentions
that the Commissioners have no authority to prevent the occupation of any partic-
ular locality, His Excellency the Governor in Council may perhaps deem it desira-
ble to obtain an amendment of the existing Act. Besides reasons relating to the
health of the inhabitants, there may be other grounds on which it would be
objectionable to permit the erection of huts or houses in particular localities, and
the Municipality may, in my opinion, have the power to prohibit such buildings.

-

No. '65. O=RDER THEREON, 7th December 1872, No. 1633.

It appears to the Goovernor in Council that the powers conferred on the Presi-
dent of the Madras Municipality by Sections 119 to 169, Act IX of 1867, for regulat-
ing the construction of * any house, hut, shed, or roofed enclosure,” whether on
private building sites or otherwise, and especially by Section 153, in regard to the
level at which the foundation and lowest floor shall be laid, are ample for the
attainment of the objects in view, if properly enforced.

2. Dr. Balfour’s letter will be communicated to the President of the Madras
Municipality, with the request that he will report what steps he is taking to prevent
the reconstruction of the ruined huts, &c., below flood-level, and generally to
improve the flooded parts of the town.

(True Extract.)
W. HUDLESTON,
Chief Secretary.
To the Inspector-General, Indian Medical Department.
President of the Municipal Commission, Madras,
,»  Sanitary Commissioner.

Exd, J, H, Burns.
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Pointing out, with reference to the Tetter from
the Inspector-General, Indian Medical Départment,
Buggesting” the prohibition of the re-erection of
huts in the low-lying localities of the Presidency
Town recently flooded, the powers possessed by the
Madras Municipality in thnt behalf, and communi=
cating Dr, -Balfour’s’ litter to the President, fop
report as towhat steps he ' is taking to prevent the
wone%m:ccaeu of the ruined huts, &c., below floods
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