


Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
26k November 1872,
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No. 106. ©  Read the following letter from the Viear-General of St. Thomé, to the
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated St. Thomé, 14th

Oy .

November 1872 i(—

I have the honour to transmit, for your information, the acCcOMpanying eorre-
spondence (original) which passed between the Rev. V. B, Rodrigues, Vicar of the
Roman Catholic Chureh at Cuddulore, belonging to the Portuguese jurisdiction, and
the Municipal Commissioners of the said city; and to solicit vou will be pleased
to submit the same to the consideration of His Iixcellency the Governor in Council
with the view that the grievance therein referred to may be redressed.

2. The Rev. Mr. Rodrigues, by a letter dated 25rd September 1871, apphed
to the Municipal Commissioners of the Town of Cuddalore for permission to pass i
procession in honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary of the Rosary through some streets
of Cuddalore on the night of the 30th of that month with native music and fivework,
stating that this manner of celebrating the feast was in accordanco with the custom
of the placo handed down from time Immemortul,  The application was recow-
mended by the Inspoctor of Police of the district.  But the Viee-President
endorsed on the application that < Iirework cannot be allowed.”™ M, Garstin, the
President, was appealed to on the matter, but the prohibition was not removed.

3. Again, on the 21Hh September of the present year, the Rev, Mr. Rodrigues
subnitted an application to the Municipal Commissioners soliciting permission to
pass the usual procession in connexion with the feast of the Rosary through the

wwns 41 e

strecis ana w0 0w off within the lmits of the Chareh compound littlo metal barrels
charged with powder—a kind of firework very popular with the natives.  To this
very modest and no wise unreasonable request a flat and contemptuous deninl was
accorded, nothing more than the word  Rojected ™ being written across the petition.
Upon this the Rev. Mr. Rodrigues addressed on the 27th idem a second letter to the
Municipal Board on the subject, in which he strongly urged his case, and begged for
equality of treatment, secing that native wedding processions were purfnit.ttzd to
pass through the principal thoroughfures with music and firework. This appeal
failed to move the Municipal authorvities, and they simply reiterated their refusal,
The foast of the Virgin was, thervefore, celebrated this year shorn of much of the
splendour and display usually attending it.

4. Under these cireumstances, and having no other alternative, I beg to
appeal to Government against the decision of the M anieipality u.f Oud‘)dalom, and
to solicit that equal treatment in the matter of religious processions, &e., may be
accorded to the poor Native Christians of Cuddalore in common with all classes
of Her Majesty’s subjects; among whom she can reckon none more loyal and
attached to her, from principle, than the Catholic populations of this great country.

No. 107. OrpER THEREON, 26th November 1872, No. 1567.

Referred to the President of the Cuddalore Municipal Commission for consi-
deration and report,
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2688 November 1872,
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2. It is observed that the celebration which it is de

place but once a year, and is of many vears standing,

(True Extract,)

sired w0 continue
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To the President of the Municipal Commission, Cuddalore,

- with original enclosures to be refarned,
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