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No. 263. . Read the following letter from the President of the Municipal
Commission, Ootacamnud, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort
St. George, dated 9th October 1872, No. 181 :—

I haye the honour, herewith, to submit the report of the Commissioners of the
Ootacamund Municipality for 1871-72, and at the same time, with reference to
G. 0., dated 4th May 1872, No. 627, to state my individual opinion upon the
working of the Towns’ Improvement Act, and the feelings upon the sabject of the
townspeople both here and at Coonoor.

2. Iappend, duly filled in, the form annexed to the Government Order. The
Budget Estimate, for 1872-73, on account of house-tax in Ootacamund, is about
10,000 Rupees. The actual collections for 1871-72 were 10,080 Rupees, of which
about 8,000 Rupees was borne by European house-holders, and Rupees 2,000 by
Native proprietors. :

3. The Government are aware that, owing to the facilities afforded for
reaching England by improvements in steam-ships, and competition and more
especially by the competition to the old overland route of the Suez Canal, the
resort of European invalids to the Hills has largely diminished. The consequence
is a depreciation of house property which has fallen to at least one-third of the
value ten years ago.

4. Under Section 44, Act X.of 1865, Municipal Commissioners were coms-
pelled to levy a half-year’s rating on a house whether it was occupied or not. This
provision of the law bhas been altered by Act IIL of 1871, and houses no longer
pay assessment unless tenanted, but even with this amelioration European house-
holders here, with a depreciat ‘property and precarious tenants, find it hard to pay
a house-tax when they are fortunate enough to find a tenant. ' :

5. It would be different if they could obtain the house-tax from the tenant ;
but this they are unable to do, in most instances, in consequence of the number of
vacant houses inducing owners rather to lower their terms than raise them.

6. The house-tax is fixed at five per centum under the Act. The Europeans
in Qotacamund pay about half the amount realized from the tax on arts and
professjons. : '

7. Europeans pay, of course, nearly the whole sum obtained from the carriage~
tax. Part, say half, comes from visitors.

8. The aggregate taken fiom the European residents reaches more than
12,000 Rupees, and the whole taxation in the Ootacamund Municipality only affords
about 16,000 Rupees. :

9. The balance of the municipal revenue, which aggregates over 20,000
Rupees, is obtained from fees, &e.

10. The general result is that European residents pay three-fourths of the
municipal taxation, No doubt they would not complain if they reaped the entire
benefit of their payments. But this is not the case. The Ootacamund Municipal
revenues are spent in the following manner:— ' ;

Thirteen per cent. is the cost of office establishment.
Twenty-seven per cent, is spent on roads,
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Twenty per cent. is devoted to liquidating a Government loan.
Forty per cent. is expended on conservancy and sanitation.

11. Withregard to the second item, 1 should obserye that, in the Qotaeamund
Municipality, there are nineteen miles of roads ; many of the roads are of very little
value to the residents. The European residents complain that they are taxed in
order to keep up a mileage of road advantageous to the visitors at the station but
from which they derive no immediate personal benefit, The Native residents join
in this complaint.

12. The next item is the percentage devoted to repaying a Government loan.
The loan in question amounted to 20,000 Rupees. The money was spent almost
entirely on improvements to the Ootacamund bazaar, and on latrines.

13. The European residents paying as they do three-fourths of the whole
municipal taxation complain that they are taxed to pay this proportion of a loan
incurred solely for the benefit of the Native population. European residents have,
for the most part, private latrines, and they pay the municipal conservancy to clean
them out. The realizations under this head are entered in the accounts Private
scavengering.” There is some private seavengering done for Natives. Almost the
whole of the conservancy charges, at forty per cent. of the municipal revenue, are
expended upon forty-two latrines, situated at different parts of the station, and used
exclusively by Natives. The European residents complain that they are taxed to
pay in the matter of conservancy for tho benefit of Natives. On the whole, the
feelings of European residents is that they have fallen under taxation, not so much
for their own benefit as for the benefit of Natives and of visitors.

14. The remarks I have felt it my duty to make on this subject apply in
part, but not to so great an extent, to Coonoor. In the latter Municipality, the
Native town bears a larger proportion to the houses of Europeans than it does in
Ootacamund, and, besides, the European residents at Coonoor are mostly engaged in
coffee cultivation. The majority of the European residents of Ootacamund, on
the other hand, is dependent on fixed incomes.

15. The Natives in the Municipalities on the Neilgherries have not, as far as I
am aware, any complaints against the Towns’ Improvement Act, other than the one
1 have noted with respect to roads in Ootacamund. There are no municipal road-
tolls in either of the two Municipalities.

16.- G. 0., 19th September 1871, No. 1302, Judicial Department, orders the
location, at Qotacamund, “ ofa total strength of 100 convicts ” calculated to afford
a gang of sixty able-bodied men fit for out-door work.

17. This gang is placed at the disposition of the Municipal Commissioners,
and its annual value is estimated by Government at 4,500 Rupees. The works on

which it is primarily to be employed is the reclamation scheme and subsidiary.

projects, and this scheme alone will take years to accomplish by the gang. Itis
an exceptional scheme which the Municipality with the limited funds at its disposal
could never have undertaken.

18. The Government are execufing two water-supply schemes for the Oota-

camund Municipality, but the water is to be distributed, it would appear, at
municipal cost.
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19. The execution of these schemes, and the location of the convict gang at
Ootacamund, seem to imply that the Government consider the Municipalities on
the Hills exceptional in character, and requiring Government support. The
Ootacamund Municipal Commission in the enclosed report take a similar view.
In this supposition I venture to bring to the notice of Government that the road
round the Ootacamund lake is a legacy the Municipality has inherited far exceed-
ing its own wants, and which though the Commissioners might keep up they
cannot re-make. When the road was handed over to the Municipality it was not
in good repair, and at the back part of the lake it has been deteriorating ever since
notwithstanding the efforts of the Commissioners, 1t is between six and seven
miles in length, and after rain two-thirds is ankle deep in mud and very difficult

for carriages.

90. The Government are aware that the road is a prominent feature in
Ootacamund and a boon to visitors, I take the liberty of proposing that Govern-
ment make a special grant of 10,000 Rupees for the re-construction of this road in
the coming year. For this sum it is believed the road can be metalled through-
out with granite and properly drained, and if this is done the up-keep for some
years will be small and can be borne by the Municipality. Unless Government
are able to afford this assistance the Municipality will find it extremely difficult to
maintain the road. The inability of the Mu Jcipality to keep up all the roads in
their charge has, in every yearly report, been adverted to. In 1868-69 the Com-
missioners remark, ¢ It is simply impossible out of the current receipts to main-
tain the roads in a proper state of efficiency.” In 1869-70 they remark, ¢ The
experience of the past year has served to confirm the opinion expressed in the year
previous that the funds at their disposal are wholly inadequate to the up-keep of
all the roads under their charge few of which had ever been metalled before they
were handed over to the Commissioners.” To show the expense of keeping up
the roads, I may state in passing that the Commissioners have since July last spent
nearly 1,000 Rupees on the small section of the Lake Road from the Willow Bund to
Fern Hill. T '

91. My own opinion with regard to the working of the Towns’ Improvement
Act is that it has worked very well ander the circumstances. The expenditure-on
the Ootacamund roads for the three years prior to the institution of a Municipality
in 1866 was i— ' : ’
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22. Ab_out. 7,000 is the present annual expenditure. 55 _
93, The efforts of the Municipality in the direction of conservancy have no
doubt been attended with success. 2

94. The Municipality makes an annual grant of 500 Rupees to the dispen-
sary, which is an increasingly useful institution. i

95. 1In the ensuing year, the Municipality will incur expenditure in con-
pexion with the establishment of a school, in Ootacamund. The allotment is a
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supplement to the subscription to the Breeks' Memorial Fund, amounting to over
4,000 Rupees, which it has been determined to devote to the erection of a school-
house.

926. Vaccination has been attended to under municipal rule.

97. The working of the Act at Coonoor has been described by the Commis-
sioners there. I concur generally in the view they take, taking exception only
upon the points to which I have drawn attention with respect to the Ootacamund
Municipal Commission.

et

From the Honorary Secretary of the Municipal Commission, Ootacamund, to the
President of the Municipal Commission, Ootacamund, dated

1 have the honour to submit the annual report of this Municipality.
9. The total receipts were Rupees 28,306-14-6. The Budget Estimate,

Rupees 26,685-2-5. The total expendi-
ture amounted to Rupees 23,107-6-11
against the Budget Estimate of Rupees
24,304-11-1, showing an excess of receipts over expenditure of Rupees 5,199-7-7.
The actual excess, however, was only Rupees 3,724-7-2, the sum of Rupees
1,475-0-5 having been overdrawn during the year as Government contribution.
The receipts, however, in excess of expenditure, when the opening balance of Rupees
938-8-6 and the balance of Government loan Rupees 1,232-3-4 is considered, is only
Rupees 1,553-11-4. The amount due was Rupees 2,923-6-5 as per G. b 12th
September 1871, but the amount drawn was Rupees 4,398-6-10. The diﬂ:e;rence
should have been refunded on receipt of the Government Order in question, but the
omission was not detected until after the close of the year. The amount 1’133 since
been refunded to Government.

3. At the beginning of the year there remained of the Government loan the
sum of Rupees 1,232-3-4 unexpended. There was also a balance to the credit of
the Municipality of Rupees 933-8-6.

4. The funds at the disposal of the Commissioners were less by the sum of
Rupees 13,336-11-7 than those of the previous year. This was due chiefly to
expenditure of the loan and the withdrawal of State contribution, also in some
measure to the decrease in the land and house taxes. ; -

5. Theoutstandings at the end of the year were, for 1870-71, Rupees 146-11-0;
for the year under report, Rupees 1,224-7-11, ’

6. Taz on Houses and Lands.—From the marginal statement it appears that the
actual collections fell short by Rupees
oA ?80- 12-7 of the estimate. The outstand-
Estimates. clusive of Arrears. ing arrears, however, amounted to
arrears. Rupees 661-3-9, of which Rupees 182-14-3
gad been collected on the 1st July.

: P. ss. A ®.| ®s. a »| Statement No. 4 shows bills amounting
10777 1 4 10,096 4 9 138 14 10| 4, Rupees 167-12-0 as cancelled, and
Rupees 300-9-6 as recoverable during the
currenf year.

Vide Statement No. L.
Vide Statement No. IL
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7. The Commissioners in the report for 1870-71 anticipated a falling off in
the yield of this tax, and their forebodings have been realized, the current collec-
tions being no less than Rupees 1,910-10-6 below those of the previous year. The
reasons then alleged are still, though in a less degree, pertinent.

8. The appeals presented against the assessment as fixed by the Commissioners
were twenty-seven against twenty-four of 187 0-71.

l
9. At present, the uncultivated Jands within the Municipality are not taxed.

Tt was resolved some time since by the Commissioners that all such lands should
be taxed. The income therefrom is ostimated at Rupees 300. The rental upon
which assessment was to be calculated was fixed at a nominal value of Rupee 1 per
acre; the maximum extent of land to be included with the house, should there be
one, was fixed at five acres. The want of adequate information from the Survey
Department has hitherto prevented action being taken. This information, it is hoped,

will soon be supplied.

10. Tax on Trades, &c.—The subjoined statement shows the number of persons
assessed for the half-year ending 30th September 1871, 81st March 187 9 compared
with the half-year ending 31st October 1870, and 30th April 1871 :—

|
N ipvan. | Half-year . A1
October 1870 “Bg7y er | April 1871, | March 1872.

1 e clakgrad L6 L 3 1 3 1
2 AR 43 13 42 12
3 60 34 55 29
4 144 43 136 43

5 243 112 233 109

6 197 186

= i 35 35
8 - 36 T 32
493 471 469 447

In the year 1869-70 the numbers were 562 and 549, respectively. The total
collections amounted to Rupees 2,676-13-6, against Rupees 3,103 in 1870-71, and
Rupees 3,516 in 1869-70. The decrease is alleged to be due fto the general
glackness of trade. Rupees 491-5-2 were outstanding at tLe close of the year, of
which Rupees 158-2-0 hive since been ct)llected, and it is proposed to strike off
Rupees 140 -4-0 of the balance as irrecoverable.

11. Taz on Carriages, &ec. -—'-Receipts amounted to Rupees 2,646-6-3, againat
Rupees 3,037-11-4 in 1870-71, and Rupees 2,555-4-0 in 1869-70. 'The outstandings
at the end of theyear were Rupeos 48-8-0, of which Rupees 31-12-0 have since been

recovered.
B
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The subjoined statement shows the number of li i i
the similar periods in the previous year :— ioenses instod a8 ompured With

¥ Half-year L

Ttems, Balf-year | pding Sith [T | FaEIE
; ing 31st ending 30th Rine 5

October 1870 September | o e

- 1871. t pril 1.871. March 1872.

Four-wheeled carriages ... ... ... 13
Drawn by horse or bullock ... ... 84 gll },3 5
Two-wheeled carriages ... ... .. 24 925 1 21 %
Eor§es... 166 i392 : 61 64
onies under thirteen hands ... ... 187 : '
b 163 : 133 116
0. eleven hands 19 12 12

i it U RS el 1T 266 : e
e et e 18 IR I 2‘1')’3 .
PIORE  oii awe gl kel ey aen s o i 399 43:;

; 12. Registration of Carts.—The receipts amounted t e n. . i
is an increase of Rupees 22-3-8 on the Eollections of (t)hl:lig'?;?ogu(;o-iz? . I';‘IE'
number of carts registered during the first half of the year was 108 andyd'u:: L e
second half 110 against 84 and 87 in the previous year. This increase is i
considering the decrease in the returns from the tax on arts, trades, and prof::a?oonl:s

3 .

A L TR .ﬁ% -53- 1(’)- 13, License Fees.—The receipts
Buraing gricks R L R 10D Jaok (?“Pfels 255-8-0, against Rupees
DOUTMLE s e e ) )9-5-0 of last year 1
Burying dead animals SRl 2 ) g 8 statement. gt sl marginal

Total ... 255 8 0O

Mhis yoas, Yuehgndy stand has been
leased for Ruptﬁes 3;1-5-4y per mensem.

Magisterial Notice of ; :
giterial || Noieo ! | wyurua Bu,| o 14 08, eiThe woocipts were
; Rupeet 313-4-0 as per marginal state-
I ment. | e
VI Pl i e BRS. A. P Ths following siatement shows the

253 0 0 38 8 0| 4112 0 | number of prosecutions and convictions
for municipal offences :—

Nature of offence, Persons Persons Penalt:

prosecuted.| convicted. MR
Section 67, Act TIL. of 1871... 3 e
’ lg‘is ” B3 4 mek 4 4 6 0 0
2 116, 3 T ) 1+ 5 0 Q
T R A 2 e i Sy
Section 2 of Ootacamund Municipal Byo-la;v.;l 4, % “{.g g
2 g 3 2 i 1 i 2 0 0
”» 1 i) 3 ) 12 o b 84 0 0
B 3l » »» 5 1 B i 2 0 0
£ 2] 17 2 E2 ” 1 1 10 0 0
2. " ' o5 3 3 25 0 0
3 24 g 2 " p ! j ! b5 0 0 .
53 25 o " 3 34 34 53 8 0
39 » " 29 5 b 112 0
L Piger s 2 1 10 0 0
i} 32 i " " 3 3 15 0 0
I3 33 1] i1} i1 : 1 1 5 0 o
Total 79 77 250 12 0
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R o
Tuo cases were tried by the District Magistrate ... ... - 14
The amount of fine inflicted by Ooty Joint Magistrate, under
. Municipal Bye-laws and Act III. of 1871, from 1st Mayh187 1
%o Slgt March 1872, ... ...0 s wee ein e G TE - 850120
The amount remitted to the Municipality is Eruss Antev e e R HLl

Balance not recovered from parties... 13 80

15. Market Tolls.—The tolls were Jeased to a Contractor for Rupees 164-10-2
per mensem. He failed to pay the instalments .for February and March 1872.
The receipts from this source are only Rupees 1,481-11-8, against Rupees
9,656-15-6 in 1870-71, which, however, was largely in excess of the income in
1869-70. The Commissioners have gled a suit in the Civil Court, Coimbatore,
against the defaulting Contractor. The tolls have been leased this year for Rupees
179-2-8 per mensem.

16. Silaughter Houses—The right to collect fees was leased for Rupees 87-8-0
per mensem against Rupees 102-8-0 for the current year. Total receipts amounted

 to Rupees 807-7-0 against Rupees 1,570 and Rupees 805 in the previous year.

The other items of receipt are as follow i—

RS. A. P

D10 OFBNCODIUED sysevn san . sos o ste “wenHest lege - ore 12 090
Privato sCAVOREOVIDE s wvy anal aslupre’, sseate inat A 1,022 1 9
Eal6 SENRRERIRIE Ty oo . ves . Mewsreanes deviogRe s pee s RS 469 7 0
SRl OF Poumralhor sl «is| wes tses iasey ng gl S HORE T W |
,, Of Measures ... ... o e e Ehwiimbdot - S L 6414 0
,, of copies of Bye-laws P S TP T o 020
Pent of Police Lines ... oo cee ore oo e T ) el
Jvs; : ST atTenity

Total ... 2,367 12 4

showing an increase of Rupees 407-13-1 on the receipts of last year, and Rupees
1,729-4-4 on those of 1869-70. This increase was chiefly due to private scaven-

gering and the sale of poudrette.

The lowering of the price of this valuable manure to Rupees 3 per ton has
more than trebled the demand. The net profit from this manufacture was
Rupees 471-3-4  The quantity sold was 913 tons against 683 tons of the previous
year. The rising demand has induced the Commissioners to erect a larger shed for
‘manufacture and storage, and they look forward with some confidence to a consider-
able income from this source in course of time.

17. Advances recovered.—Receipts amounted to Rupees 747-10-2, of which
Rupees 499-15-10 was the amount recovered from the Jail authorities for the
Marlimund Temporary Jail ; and Rupees 247-10-4 sale proceeds of two latrines.

These sums would perhaps have been more properly shown under the head
of ¢ Miscellaneous receipts.”
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18. ZEzpenditure.—The following statement will show; the principal items; the
’ -

total is Rupees 23,107-6-11 :— :

il Detail Total
Minor heads. | Major heads.
1. New Works— BS. 4. P. | B3 A P
Sanitary and Miscellaneous e e e wee e wn o1 1,408 0 3 .

2. Repairef—— b e 1,403 0 3
ey BRI ol

4. Tools and Plant and Contingencies ... ... ... ... ... 8 8 0 3,700 10 7

1. Hospitals and Dispensaries ... ... ... ... ... ... 500 0 0 - A

R I i e s 165 9 10 e Lt

3. Registration of births and deaths ... ... .. .. .. 97 ¢ 8 i

4. Conservancy— ‘ 97 6 8
é% C&:?f’iésé‘?n;’;&a,;e;c;;ts R S
B e e A e i ’137 6 8

4. Watering Streets and planting Avenues ... pinl o B 49 1 @ 7,667 010

b, Centus Chargee®... ... ... 0 000 L e Tﬁ 49 1 6

6. Re-payment of Government Loan ... ... .. .. .. 'm 125 4 0

7. Manufacture of Measures.... ... .. .. .. .. .. .. Tm—o o g g s

8. Manufacture of Poudrette ... ... ... .. .. .. .| 25214 3 6510 0

1. Office— i 252 14 3
P e SN SR 0

2, Miscellaneous— e ol . o B

A e T A o 1| DL '

Advances recoverable ... ... ... . e 617 10 10

Refunds other than of current taxes ... ... .. .. .. .| 1,099 10 b 3 et can e

1,009 10 7

Grand Total Expenditure ...| ... . m

19. New Works.—Of the budget allotment of Rupees 1,582-3-4 Rupces
1,403-0-3 only were spent, viz., Rupees 393-0-3 for asphalting the ﬂoc;r of the
mutton butchers’ slaughter-house, and the balance (Rupees 1,010), was handed
over to the Executive Engineer for the bazaar drainage. This scheme was com-
pleted during the year by constructing drains 1} yards wide, saucer-shape, along
the cross-streets of the bazaar. These drains are paved with rubble-stone ’tightly
wedged together. The bazaar now presents a somewhat cleaner appearance
though much remains to be done. i

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,‘
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During the year other works were completed by the Executive Engineer for
which advances had been made in the previous year. The most important is the
construction of three brick-and-mortar cisterns for holding drinking water with a
filter bed and silt trap and brass supply cocks to each. The total cost has been
Rupees 3,000. Each cistern holds 450 gallons of water. One is placed near the
market, another about the middle of the bazaar,and the third below the slaughter-
houses. They are to be fed from the northern supply channel, which work the
Executive Engineer hopes to complete by October. '

One hundred yards of earthenware piping were also laid, and a quarter of a
mile of the open supply channel limed. Four brick-and-mortar drains were also
made where the channel crosses a road or path. Besides this, the channel which
supplied the tank near Dr. Pope’s School-house, which had become useless, was
repaired at a cost of Rupees 350. A large stone culvert was substituted for a
ricketty bridge near Allamby’s swamp below Stonehouse.

The reclamation scheme has also made considerable progress during the year.
That part of it which concerns Allamby’s swamp has been completed since its
close. ‘

20. Repairs.—In the budget Rupees 4,100 were allotted for repairs. The
actual espenditure, however, was Rupees 3,700-10-7, of which Rupees 3,570-2-1
were laid out upon the roads. This sum includes Rupees 120 for supervision, viz.,
a maistry’s wages at Rupees 10. But, from the beginning of the current year, one-
third of the manager’s salary has been debited to road repairs, as they are espe.
cially under his charge. Of the above sum Rupees 1,44 1-15-0 were spent on
the road leading from the Willow Bund past St. Bartholomew’s Hospital to the
Library. The sanctioned estimate was Rupees 1,400. The road has been metalled
throughout, and a large stone drain constructed across it near the hospital. The
Manager reports further the following repairs :—

Governor's Sholah Road.—Two thousand one hundred and thirteen running
yards of this road were repaired, and laterite metal laid down. :

Commercial Road—One thousand one hundred and forty-two running yards
‘repaired ; ruts filled in with road metal.

Garden Rodd—Seven hundred and fifty-six running yards repaired with road

metal.
Charing Cross Road.—A portion of this road leading to Stonehouse has been

metalled.
Church Hill Road.—The whole of this road has been repaired.
Commissioner’s Road.—The bridle-path leading up to the Court House has been

cut down to a uniform gradient.
Club Road.—This road has been repaired throughout, and ruts filled in with
road metal. The drain below Claremont and the stone wall which fell in during

the freshes in November were repaired.
Sylk’s Road.—One hundred and thirty-one yards of this road were barrelled

and metalled.
Beddome’s Road.—Three hundred and thirty running yards have been put in
Tepair ; side-drains cleared,
c

¥
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Peyton’s Hill Road.—Five hundred and fifty-four running yards of this road
were put in order. '

- Willow Bund Road—Nine hundred and thirty-seven running yards of this
road have been repaired ; side-drains and shores cleared out.
. Lake Road (West)—Two thousand and one hundred running yards were
repaired.

Upper Lake Road.—The whole of this road has undergone repair, 2625
running yards.

Gable End Road.—One hundred and ninety running yards repaired.

Church Hill Bridlepath.—One thousand seven hundred and thirty-five running
yards.

0ld Ooty Lane.—Two hundred and forty running yards.

Mission School Lane.—Three hundred and forty-eight running yards.

Bandy Sholah Road.—One thousand four hundred and twenty-eight running
yards.

Telegraph Lane—Five hundred and eighty running yards.

Metal broken.—Six thousand and forty-two parahs of granite were broken up
during the year,

The state of the roads during the present monsoon has been such as to lead to
the impression that the present management is not as satisfactory as it should be,
The Commissioners in their last report dwelt on the bad condition of the roads,
and expressed their intention of resorting to the use of granite instead of laterite,
pronouncing the latter almost useless as metal on a road with much cart traffic.
In spite, however, of this expression of opinion, very little change has been made,
and laterite has been freely used. Still the quantity of granite spread during the
year was 6042 parahs against 4048 parahs in 1870-71. The fault, however, does
not rest simply with the management, but may, with perhaps more justice, be laid
to the original faulty construction and the bad lines of the more important
thoroughfares. It is quite out of the power of the Commission with its insignificant
income to lay out fresh lines and rectify the old ones on a large scale ; all that they
can dois to provide in time enduring metal and supply adequate drainage.

What is also especially wanted they consider is superior supervision, and with
this view they have placed the Manager in communication with Captain Moraut,
who has kindly promised as an experimental measure to control and check his
work. |

Upon plant and tools Rupees 83-8-0 were expended, the estimate being
Rupees 150.

91, Fducation.—No expenditure was incurred on education during the year,
but the sum of Rupees 380 has been allotted for the current year. There are four
elementary schools in the town. Of these, the most important, the Tamil Mission
School, has applied for salary grants, but the sanction of the Director of Publie
Instruction has not yet been obtained. Mr. Lawrence, the master of another elemen-
tory school in the bazaar, has also applied for a grant. The Commissioners
expressed their readiness to pay whatever grant the Inspector of Schools might
consider the school fairly entitled to under the results’ system. The Qommms’ ioners

O —
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fully appreciate the need of a Municipal School, not only for the Natives, but even
more especially for the Eurasian and poorer European children, and they hope
eventually to do something in the way of supplying the need.

22. Vaceination—Out of a budget allotment of Rupees 180, Rupees 165-9-10
were spent. A vaccinator was engaged, in May 1871, at Rupees 17 per mensem,
and placed under the immediate superintendence of the officers in charge of the
dispensary. The subjoined statement shows the amount of work performed. The
total numher of vaccinations for eleven months was 515 (about five per cent. of the
population), of which 482 were successful. This return, however, represents only
the vaccinations by the municipal vaccinator, and not by other agency. This is to
be regretted ; the Commissioners trust that thisanomaly may soon disappear. Only
ten European and Eurasian children were vaccinated under one year and forty-two
above that age. The following statement shows how low the ratio of vaccinations

to births is :— -

3
4

R el e e TR T T TR | PRt N s /

Ratio of Traiin of P}:)pthllla.tion of
small-pox aats Average | Number of . o the Municipa-
deaths to t?g?;?}f’:mgg number to | Vaccinators Total t\;ficclna- Rebg;::f:ed lity of Oota-
popula:!'illou mille P cach vac- | employed. s & camund,
per mille. : cinator,

515 (ninety-
three vacci-
Nil. 13 1 ot ;:f:" 313 10,086.
422 above
one year).

23. Registration of Births and Deaths.—The charge was Rupees 87-6-8 out of
an allotment of Rupees 240. The vaccinator here performed the duties of Regis-
trar, drawing for this work Rupees 10 extra. His duty simply concerns the Native
population, books being kept at the Municipal Office for the European residents.
No officer is especially charged with the duty of seeing that residents and visitors do
register. The arrangement is very unsatisfactory, and will receive the early atten-
tion of the Commissioners. The Commissioners would also draw attention to the
subjoined statement. The total of registered deaths is 247, or 245 per mille ; of
births 313 or 31 per mille of the population. No less than thirty-two per cent. of the
deaths are of children under one year. The proportion of deaths to births is also
observable in the three classes—Christians, Hindoos, and Mahomedans :—

e z Births. Deaths.

5] T T 7L gt A N e L ... 100 122
ST RN e L e R e e O W TSI s 110 181
Mahomedans ;.. . s 30 52

4. Dispensary.—The municipal contribution of Rupees 500 was paid— to t;u;
local dispensary. The report of the Surgeon in charge is appended. That report

iy
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shows that the institution is doing good work, and is becoming more and more
appreciated by the Natives :—

1871-72. ' 1870-71.

In-patients. | Out-paticnts. | In-patients. |Out-patients.

RATODBETIT, . L 37 245 25
. : 500
IR - o SR R T e 381 4,857 214 3,159

Tatal .. 418 5,102 ‘ 239 3,668

The average monthly expenditure is Rupees 282-2-2, against receipts Rupees
209-14-4. The institution is still partly supported by voluntary eontributions.

Health—The health of the station cannot be considered very satisfactory..
Dr. Ross (report appended) speaks favourably of the health of the southern portion
of the town, but Dr. Pearl reports as follows :—*‘ Diarrheea, dysentery, and typhoid
fever have prevailed to an unusual extent; and, although these diseases are
usually classed amongst the  preventible,” I do not consider the sanitary arrange-
ments of the Municipality to be in any way in fault, the unusually dry and hot season
was, in my opinion, the cause of the increased sickness; and it is very desirable
that the works for the water supply for the north side of the station should be
completed as soon as possible.”

The Commissioners regret that it is out of their power forthwith to remed y
the evils to which Dr. Pearl points in paragraphs 3 and 4 of his letter, but they
hope in time to take them in hand. :

But, with regard to the suggestion in paragraph 5, they would observe that
they have already re-constructed a latrine on a modification of the Coimbatore plan
and propose gradually re-constructing all the latrines, as this latrine has proved a
success. ~ :

25, Conservancy.—The expenditure amounted to Rupees 7,567-0-10, being
Rupees 387-0-10 in excess of the estimate, but Rupees 1,161-1-9 less than the érevious
year. The chief saving was on establishment, the services of an extra overscer
for the inspection of the compounds of Europeans having been dispensed with.
The items of expenditure are as follows compared with the previous year : —

_— 1871-72. 1870-71

BRS. A. P - hphlr PR

Fiiw 0 DIIORRE, s o e oma s e s s sai Cabe T aapa ] ahaol - 00 | SR289:-1 . O
Repairs of carts .. ... oo ce see wee e e e 286 8 0 252 8 9
Conservancy establishment e e T e RN eh S ' | A0S 31D
Contingencies ..o .o wes aee ave e oses e sie s 1876 8 163 11 9
Water-course Inspector ... L. “.o o i aee e en 220 0.0 215 0 O
o e |7 MR s o LR R U LT R i | 185 7 8
Total - ...] 7,587 010 8728 2 7

gk

\

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Departméﬁﬂ
28th October 1872.

The amount spent on the hire of bullocks has exceeded the estimate by Rupees
759-5-4 owing to the rate having been raised, in July 1871, from Annas 13 to Rupee 1
for a pair of bullocks per diem. The average number of carts employed per diem
was eleven against nine of last year. The average number of scavengers was
thirty-seven against thirty-nine of last, three being private seavengers. The cost per

" month, however, is less, being Rupees 253 against Rupees 271. These scavengers are

employed in clearing forty-seven public and one hundred and six private latrines.
About half the cost of the night-soil tank carts is met from fees from this source.
The outlay on conservancy is a little more than one third of the entire receipts.
The reasons for the excessive expenditure are set forth in the last report. The
Government suggested the erection of a few cinerators, but the Commissioners have
not as yet adopted the suggestion.

26. Avenues.—No planting took place during the year; the small item of
Rupees 49-1-6 was for tarring the fences at the ¢ Napier Avenue” and cutting
down Acacias along the road.

97. Census.—An expenditure of Rupees 125-4-0 was incurred under this head,
being the share of cost allotted to the Municipality.

28. - Re-payment of Government ZLoan.—The sum of Rupees 4,241-10-5 was paid

into the Bank, viz., 31st October 1871, Rupees 4,031-14-4, 20th January 1872,

Rupees 209-12-1, being instalments of re-payment with interest as follows:—

B A L E,
Second instalment of Rupees 10,000 ... ... ... ... ... .o 1,666 10 8
Interest on balance, Rupees 8,333-5-4 ... ... ... oo wee 416 10 8
First instalment of Rupees 8,993-3-4 s 1,498 13 10

Interest thereon from 15th October 1870 to 15¢h December 1871 449 10 6
Discrepancy noted in last year's report - ... ... .o e e 0 0 8

B —

Total ... 4,031 14 4

Second instalment of Rupees 1,006-12-8 ... ... ... v .o 167 12 9
Interest on balance, Rupees 838-15-11 ... ... con ve oee 41 15 4

Total ...~ 20912 1

The amount due to Government on acéount of principal and interest at close of
the year was Rupees 16,873-8-9, of which Rupees 1,873-9-4 were paid-on the 15th

June.
The other items of expenditure are for manufacture of measures and expenses

connected with the manufacture of poudrette. ‘
29, Office Establishment.—The cost was Rupees 3,138-5-2, of which Rupees

973-9-0 was for stationery, furniture, Auditors’ fees, peons’ clothes, &ec., &e. This

shows a considerable reduction on the year 1870-71 when the cost of establishment
was no less than Rupees 4,290-1-6, of which Rupees 507-0-6 was expended upon
miscellaneous charges.

30. Miscellancous.—The expenditure\ on rent of the Municipal Workshop
amounted to Rupees 376-8-0. The printing charges for the year amounted to
Rupees 241-2-10. Refunds to the sum of Rupees 1,099-10-7 were granted on houses
left vacant during the year,

1. Auditor’s Report.—Mr. Macfeat was employed to audit the accounts and
suggest improvement on the present system—a subject which has engaged the atten.
tion of the Commissioners, and for the investigation of which a Sub-Committee was
: P
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nominated. The result has been that an entirely new system of accounts is
being introduced in accordance with the recommendation of the Sub-Committee,
and it is hoped that the work of the office will not only be curtailed, but that the
confusion and disorder complained of by the Auditor may dmappear The Commis-
sioners here thank the Bank Agent, Mr. Franck, for furthering their views by keeping
their accounts in detail on a system somewhat similar to that in force in regard to
Government accounts,

With regard to the Auditor’s report appended, the Commissioners point out
that there is an error in his statement of magisterial fines. The actual amount of
fines levied was Rupees 252, not Rupees 251-12-0 as shown. The balance unrealized
was Rupees 19, not Rupees 28-12-0. Since the close of the year Rupees 5-8-0 have
been brought to account, viz., on the 27th June last which the Manager had
omitted to credit during the year. The Auditor’s error with regard to the amount
of fines due was owing to an oversight in this office. The Auditor’s report is also
in error under the head * Arrears,” as will appear from Statement 1V. He has
omitted to include the arrears of 1869-70, showing only the arrears for 1870-71, but
in the collections up to 31st March 1872 he includes the arrears collected in 1869-70.
He also includes Rupees 98-14-9 for private scavengering, and Rupees 6-4-0 for
warrants, which have not hitherto been shown in the arrear statement as furnished
from this office. These items will be found in the balance sheet. The tabular
statement called for in G. O., No. 627, 4th May 1872, is appended. The form as

‘regards licenses on carriage and animals was not suitable, and has been altered to

mcet the case.

As regards the working of the Municipal Commission, the Commissioners,
with all deference, desire to point out that, in their opinion, however necessary and
expedient it might be to place local expenditure and local wants in the hands of

a local Commission, the Act should not have been applied to this sanitarium without .

making some concessions and exceptions to meet its exceptional requirements.
It is presumably the interest of Government to render the Hills in every way
acceptable to visitors from the plains. But this cannot be done with the limited
funds at the disposal of the Commission. “The consequence is that neither house-
holder nor visitor is satisfied; the one complain that they are impoverished, the
other that less money than formerly is expended upon the communications of the

station, such as roads, &c. How far those complaints are the truth is another

question, but that such is the public feeling is an nndoubted fact.
But though it is too late toregret the establishment of a Municipality, yet

the Commissioners, whilst thankfully acknowledging the help Government has

afforded in placing a gang of prisoners here for the reclamation works as well as
with supplying the town with water, would suggest that an annual grant should
be made towards the funds of the Municipality from Provincial funds in the same
manner as grants to Local Fund Boards. And, in conclusion, they would remark
that, though they see no hardship in the townspeople being called upon to pay for
their own conservancy, they dofeel it hard that they should be required to keep up
extensive roads, chiefly for the comfort and delectation of casual visitors. It is
but the few who benefit by the visitors whilst the many pay for the roads. Generally,
however, the people are becoming better acquainted with the municipal rules, and
consequently there is less individual hardship and cause of grievances. 7
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There are no toll-gates in the town, that at Craigmore being in the hands of
the Local Fund Board.

The Commissioners regret the late submission of their report, which has been
mainly due to the delay on the part of the Auditor in furnishing his report, also
to the complicated system of accounts in use in the office, and also to the appoint-
ment of a new Accountant to whom the work of the office was not familiar.

From W. MACFEAT, Esq., Auditor of the Ootacamund Municipal Accounts, to the Honorary
Secretary to the Mumcnpal Commission, Ootacamund, dated Ootacamund, 10th August
1872,
I beg to inform you that I have examined and audited the accounts of the Ootacamund
Municipality for the official year ending 81st March 1872,
The rates of assessment in the different registers are in accordance with Ootacamund
Municipal Act. '
Below I give statement of gross receipts, collections, and balances :—
Registers—Collections and Balances.

Outstanding

of Demand. Collected. - 1st April

1872.
SRR TN P RS. A, P B8, - ke 1P
European Houses ... 8922 5 9| 856010 5 36111 4
Native 2 AR T RS B T e S L e B 1 e T 289 0 5
T Rt e S A St Sl 164 12 3 154 4 3 10 8 0
. Trades, &e. ... 3,080 2 8| 259713 6 491 5 2
Vehiolen, &0, v ssvi aret vt i avo | o OGBS B | D040 < 6 S 48 8 0
o P gt g o L g LT MR o 223:12-0 2000 .5 O 23400
Total ...| 16,7660 5 5| 1554013 6| 1,224 7 11

The amounts collected under these heads agree with the abstract books and balance sheet and
with the subsidiary books, and in which the

Collections. =
Licenso Fees. outstandings are also shown, except Anmna 1
g:‘,‘f},’,,;‘:',;";k. on 17th October 1871 for slaughtering pigs,
'E*:;’ﬁ;ﬁ,. which has been omitted to be carried from the
Notices of demand. collection-book to the eash-book,
Warrants, RS A, LB,
The fines under their awards
amount to 25112 0
ot Of which the Municipality has
District and Joint Magistrate, received : 233 0 0
Leaving to be aceounted for . ... 2812 0
Collections.
Fees on Municipal Markets, 3

Rents of Slaughter-houses,
Private Scavenging,
Sales of materials, plant, &c.,

., of Poudrette,
,»  of Measures, >Agree with Collection, Cash, and Abstract Booku
,» of Manure, and with Sta.tement No. I

,» of Firewood,
,, of Bye-laws,
Rent of Police Lines,
Government contributions,
Advances recovered, )

———
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Disbursements.

Sanitary and Miscellaneous, !

Communications,
Whitewashing and reparing Latrines.
Tools, Plant, &e.,
Hospital and Dispensaries,
Vaceinations,
Registration of births and deaths,
Conservancy Establishment,
Watering Streets, &e.,
Census Charges,
Re-payment of Government Loan,
Manufacture of Measures.

e of Poudrette.
Office Establishment,

,» Contingencies,

Rent,
Printing Charges, :
Refunds to Tax-payers, |
{These correspond with the exception of Anna 1

r Agree with Cash Book, Vouchers, Abstract
Books, and Balance Sheet ; also with State-
ment No. 11,

for slaughtering pigs, 19th October 1871.—
Vide Appendix A. e

Corresponds with Collection Book, Cash
Book, with counterfoils in Cheque Book, and with
vouchers ; also with the Bank Pass, or Account
Current Book.

Collection Book, Cash Book, and Vouchers.

Bank Account Current.

BS,

Balance eredit, 31st March 1872. 5,199

Ismade up by cash on hand ... 759
In Bank ... 4,440

Total ... 5,199

Balance sheet, 1871-72,

-~
-3

T

In addition there is recorded in the Cash Book, 15th March 1872, folio 118, but not credited to

any account—
ES, A. P. BS. A. P,
Tolln o.xoov 360 0 0 -
Slanghtering fee8 - .. oo inleia s ey weets 200 0 O
Bandy stand ,, S S BT i iaa s L L DR 2 )
s Y 1) W/ RN
5,83 7 7

Less.
Balance of errorsin favour of the Manager vide—Appendix A... 4 11 4

Actual Credit Balance ... 5,825 12 3

A, P

L 3 u' . .

Arrears For official year 1870-71 were ... 384 7 2
Collected to 31st March 1872. 333 11 11

Outstanding on i TRAER.T| N

Appendix A. Shows balance of Rupees 4-11-4in favour of

the Manager.

I beg to add that a system of accounts, easy of adoption and of being worked in detail, would
be attended with much more satisfactory results than the present system admits of, and would
greatly aid fature audits.

1 found on taking up the books and accounts they were not in a fit state for audit, and required
thorough check before any attempt at audit could be made.

They have been thoroughly checked.

As an example of the difficulty of check, reference to the collection and cash-book of entry,
95th March 1872, “To eighty native houses, Rupees 260-12-0 ;" to check this required that all
entries of that date in the native house register be taken off in detail, causing much loss of time
and an unnecessary amount of labour, which by other mode of entry would have been avoided.

In all entries for collections under the different heads the same rule has been observed.

o
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The balance sheet, Statements Nos. I. and IL., receipts and expenditure, and the statement as
per first page of this report, of assessments, collections, and balances still require to be entergd in
the monthly abstract book immediately after the 31st March 1872.

; Arpevpix A.
Staremext of differences to be charged and credited in Collection and Cash Books arising from
entries already made, not being in agreement with the assessments in the registers.

} Ootaca.mund'Ootac&mund
unicipal | Municipal
Dates. Heads of Accounts. mmission| Commission
to be to be
charged, credited.
RS, A. P.| RS. A, P.
European Houses.
13th September 1871 .., ... ..,|Byerror ... PRy O o ) o ot e il
Native Houses.
2nd November ,, NS TN - e Sl R B0 MR
8th January 1872 s Sal SRR RO i e e e e B i
30th » 3 T e (X = By " Ty T S e O T Y T T 1 1]
2nd February ,, ARTE TNE gt W it Sy O TP LI s e R R W TR i DT @
208k B A SRl A T P DRSS 11 A0 5 R 8
Carts.
16th September 1871  :.. ... ..|TOEITOE s wor weesen wee wesf O F O} 00 oin oy
CITOR CAT TT S O | T R ARG St SO B RE BT
2nd March ,, e e S (IS ar ey ] ey | Ji 71119 MRS
Trades.
6th September 1871 ... ... ...|BYEITOr... oo coi ane eee omwe] e o | 00 4
I36h Pebiuary IBTR T IO s e et oo M [ O 5 R
T ) ot s g B i i e i ST
DY I RS SO e g AR Rety 0 i SRR R DA g T B8 e e
Vehicles, dc.
8th August 1871 PO DRI [\ 1 L) SR e R S 0 8 0
Qhabs s T e T e A e (it AU SRR Y S
16th Sept. ,, PO e C IR WS e R TR R R
25th October ,, e e b My o e e ORGSR GVES LGS M S Sl 0 8 0
26t Tk AL R s e | el 012 0
4th Nov. ,, S SR e T ety Mt iR o M) BT T ) 0 4 0
11th Dec. ,, IR vy gl [ "R RS e PR I
%0th b = £ s RS N A S S e j R B8 SR TR
1th January 1872 T < e My o 5 o v W e G P et
19th ’;ary 22 L] rew o ,,':, LR} e e EER e e 0 4 0 s
SOER R e ks TRCWE etk B2 W o4
24th - o T e b e e R S PR s e R
5th February ,, AL IS § - OB CLN . e T
Bl R e r e e A e s YA B
2860 sl IR L | P T L e T e b i t A L el
6th March  ,, . IR E I 11 ol DA, 3 TR TPV e U P\ ik T et vie
17th October 1871 wee win ...|Byslaughteringpigs ... ... ] ws e e 1 S ]
11th March 1872 £ Bl T R e P R P R A SRS G800
st i ,, Warrantsand Deeds... ... ...| 0 6 0} .. .. e
o ' i R L e SRR P et b 5 TS | LT s
15 7 8|15 7 8
To balance in favour of Manager ...| 4 11 4 |
E & O. E. :
. QOOTACAMUND, (Signed)  W. MACFEAT,
10th August 1872, - Auditor,

R
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From Surgeon J. ROSS, m.8., Medical Officer in charge, South District and Jails, Ootacamund,
®  to the Honorary Secrctary, Ootacamund Municipal Commission, dated Ootacamund,
20th July 1872, No. 45.

With reference fo your letter, No, 121, dated 17th instant, T have the honour to 'mfonp you
that, with the exception of April, the health of my district during the past municipal year has
been exceedingly good. , Yy i

In that month there was rather more than the average amount of sickness, but this increase
was owing almost entirely to climatic influences. The conservancy arrangements appear to me to
have heen fairly well carried out, and the result as regards public health has been very satisfactory.

From Surgeon W. PEARL, in medical charge, Civil Dispensary, Ootacamund, to the Honorary
Secretary, Municipal Commission,” Ootacamund, dated Ootacamund, 3rd Angust 1872, No. 32.

In reply to your letter of the 17th ultimo; I have the honour to state that the public health
of Ootacamund has not been very satisfactory during the past year.

2. Diarrhoea, dysentery, and typhoid fever have prevailed to an unusual extent ; and, although
these diseases are usually classed amongst the * preventible,” Tdo not consider the samitary -
arrangements of the Municipality to be in any way in fault ; the unusually dry and hot season
was, in my opinion, the cause of the increased sickness, and it is very desirable that the works for
the water supply for the north side of the station should be completed as soon as possible.

3. Several drains have begn made in the bazaar during the past year, but many more cross
drains are requiréd before the place can be kept in a proper sanitary condition. The back streets

,are usually in a most filthy state, and the present staff of sweepers is insufficient to keep them
clean,

4. Another point I would wish to bring to your notice is the desirability of building a
market for the butchers ; the custom at present prevailing is for the greater number of the butchers
to take away the meat from the slaughter-houses and keep it all night in their filthy huts which
are usually crowded at the same time with the living animals. In some of the beef butchers’
houses I have seen the animals so crowded together that the carcasses, which are hanging in the
same building, become covered with urine and ordure during the night. I am aware that there
is a building near the slaughter-house available for the butchers to keep their meat in, but all do
not use it, and the greater number take the carcasses to their houses, :

5. The latrines have been kept as clean as the present system will admit of, but T would
again impress upon the Municipality the necessity of adopting the Coimbatore dry-earth system
which is now being tried at Coonoor.

6. The Civil Dispensary has been well-attended during the past year, and its benefits are
being more and more appreciated by the native population. The number of admissions eompared

with the last year have been as under :~— :

e
—_——

1871-72. 1870-71.

+

In-patients. | Out-patients. In-patients, | Out-patients.

e o TR S i MY 37 245 25 509
e s D e P e (g | 4857 24 | 3,159
Total .| 418 5,102 239 3,608

1t is still supported by voluntary contributions, chiefly donations from visitors to the hills.
During the past year the average monthly expenditure has been Rupees 282-2-2, and the

receipts Rupees 200-14-4, Government continue to supply medicines and the pay of the Hospital -

Assistants partly recouping themselves by the 500 Rupees granted by the Municipality.

i
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List of Ootacamund Municipal Commissioners.

J..R. Cockerell, Esq., President .. et aae - OTHOTRLE
Henry B. Grigg, Esq., Honorary Secretary ... Do.
Captain J. L. Morant, R. E. ... ... ot Do.
Dr. W. Pml e A e s e i et s 1 o L Do.
W. E. Bchmidt; Bsq.... s Lo Lo .- Non-Official.
H.R.Dawson, Beq. ... ... ... ey os e . Do.
Captain Woodhouse ... ... ... .. ... .. Do.
LB, Ohivpmens Mg = o0 oy Do.
Gool Mohamud Sait ... ... ... ... .. Do.
Soondrum Moodelliar... ... .. .. .. .. Do.
Dagutes Bow " 105 n T B Do,
No. 264. OrpER THEREON, 28th October 1872, No. 1468.

The marginal statement is an abstract of the returns submitted with the annual
report of the Ootacamund Muniecipality

Recerers,

g ps. for the year 1871-72, from which it
Nomare D710 9058 appears that the roceipts amounted to
Tax on vehicles ... ... .. .. 2,646 Rupees 28,307, and the expenditure to
?gggsfmﬁﬁlf °ft .C-a!'t.ﬂ_‘ i ggg Rupees 23,108, leaving an unexpended
Winan M miile iyl e, ¥ 307 balance of Rupees 5,199 at the close of

] e the year. The opening balance is

e ’ Rupees 200 in excess of that shown in
o N TR R RN o 235 G. O., dated 12th September 1871,
ﬁ::‘;’;’;:‘eff "°f"‘-“b.‘ff‘°’f” riees o ‘i‘:zgg No. 1392, owing apparently to the in-
Private scavenging ... ... ... .. 1,022 clusion of the deposit balance in the
ﬁ?ggﬁ;ﬁzow R 1,33 general accounts. The closing balance
Advance recovered ... ... ... ... 748 of Rupees 5,199 is considerably increased
Balance brought forward ... .., 2,166 by the omission to refund a sum Kk

Total ... 28,307 Rupees 1,475 overdrawn as Government

contribution, but it is reported that the

Exeexoirone. ®S-  amount has been refunded since the

g:l‘;’ai‘;?rks A e A :13:;8"; commencement of the current year.

Tools and plant ... s ... ... ... 83 Statements II.-A, IL.-B, and IIL have

331‘2?3‘2%?,1 Il g fgg not been forwarded, and the President is

Registration of births and deaths ... 97 consequently requested to expedite their

T payment of Government Toun. 1, 4 o4p despateh along with a revised Statement

Miscellaneous - 493 IV, es the one wmew  wselvenidied voly

Supel'vision &nd managemﬁnt. ::: ::.. 3,756 relates to arrears and is not in the pre.
T N R R B R S s :

; scribed form. From Statement II and

£ 2?,%83 from paragraph 20 of the Honorary

PR e e S R B Secretary’s report it would appear that

Total ... 28,307 the cost of the Public Works Establish-

~ ment is not shown separately in the

accounts. If possible the information should be given in Statement IL-B now
called for, as it is required for the preparation of returns to be submitted to the
Government of India. The Auditor’s report and the explanations given by the

g
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e

Honorary Secretary show that the municipal accounts have been ke.pt on a
complicated and confused system such as o render examination and audit work
of considerable labour. The Government are, therefore, glad to learn that, ai:ter

' caroful consideration by 2 Sub-Committee,” 8 new system of accounts is being

L TR AR TR T e R SRR Y e O S e D

9. The expenditure on New Works amounted to Rupees 1,403, of which

Rupees 1,010 ‘went towards the improvement of the bazaar drainage, and in

addition to this, three drinking-water cisterns and other w.;vorks were compl-eted by
the Executive Engineer from advances made in the previous year. Conmder?,bl?,
progress Was also made in the reclamation scheme. Under the head of ‘¢ Repairs

Rupees 1,442 were spent on the road from the Willow Bund to the Library, and

15,209 running yards of road are further reported to l.lave been repaired and partially
metalled, as well as one OF two other roads of which the measurements are 100t
i : i ing th der review, but the
3. Nothing was spent under education dlm.ng the year under review, s

Commissioners hope to make a commencement 10 the current year. The num hr
of persons operated on by the municipal Yoo amounted to 515, and the
number of births registered to 313, from whlcl.l the GoYemment c.oncl.ude that 1t
is by a clerical error that the ratio of vacecinations to births per mille is shown a8

1-3 in paragraph 22 of the report.
u;.p The 111)ea.1th of the southern portion of the district appears to have been

good throughout the year, but an unusual amount of diarrheea, dysentery, and

typhoid fever is reported in the porthern district. Both the Medical Officers of _th_e
station are satisfied with the conservancy operations of the Municipality, and it 13
hoped that the completion of the water supply for the north side of the town will
tend to prevent a recurrence of the sickness reported this year. .

5. With reference to G. O., dated 4th May 1872, No. 627, the Presid fmt
veports that the European residents of Ootacamund are dissatisfied with the working
of the Municipal Act, because they do not reap the full benefit of the large propor-
tion of the taxation contributed by them, and proceeds to account for this dissatis-
faction by showing that sixty per cent. out of the municipal funds are expended
on the conservancy of the native parts of the town, and on the re-payment of ‘a
loan raised for a similar purpose. The Government cannot admit the force of t'hls
argument. Conservancy to be of any avail must be universal, but the heaviest
expenditure necessarily takes place in the most tl'lickly-f:rowded neighbonrhoods-
1t is certain that an epidemic resulting from defectfve sa.m.tary a.rrange‘men'ts cannot
be confined to the immediate neighbourhoods of its origin, but tl'mt it w§11 extend
to the whole community. It is als0 to be noted ths.;,t th-e expel‘ldltnre said now. to
have been incurred chiefly for the benefit of the natives 18 Precxsely f,h.at for wh}ch
the European residents expressed their willufgt.less to.subrmt to mumcxpa! taxation
at the meetings held by the Sanitary Commissioner in August 186f1, while all ﬂt]le
jmportant sanitary jmprovements yet effected, or now being carried out by the
M\fnicipality, were enumerated by the senior Medical Officer of the station 1n

January 1866 as being measures of most pressing necessity for the preservation of

public health.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,

28¢h Oclober 1872.

6. Some of the remarks with reference to the
deserving of consideration. Experience has shown t
have not been more than sufficient for the upkeep
__ vithin municipal limits, and the comparison made,

Prosident s'@ta, of the prownt expenditure under

outlay on roads appear morc
hat hitherto the available funds
of the nineteen miles of road
in paragraphs 21 and 22 of the A
this head, with that incurred

in tlio three years preceding Tue wsuddishment ‘of the Municiqelity, seems to

justify the complaint made by the Commissioners that some of the roads were not
handed ovet in good repair. On this ground the Government resolve to sanction
a special grant of Rupees 10,000 to be expended in thoroughly metalling with
granite the Lake Road, and any others for which a balance of the amount may

remain available.

7. The Government believe that a very large proportion of the roads within

municipal limits are necessary to afford communi
their course, but were it otherwise, the Governmen
that the construction and upkeep of roads for the bene

cation with houses built along
t cannot concur in the opinion
fit of visitorsis not a legitimate

object of municipal expenditure. Both directly and indirectly the visitors are
contributors to municipal funds, and a neglect of their interests which tended to
deter them from resorting to the place would lead to a depression in municipal
rovenues far exceeding the annual outlay on the very few roads which can be said

to exist mainly for their convenience.
(True Extract.)

To the President of the Municipal Commission, O otacamund.

,, Board of Revenue.

,, Revenue Department.

., Public Works ,,

,,  Inspector-General of Police.

,, Inspector-General, Indian Medical Department.

,» Sanitary Commissioner.

,,  Director of Public Instruction.

,» Accountant-General.

., President of the Local Fund Board, N eilgherry Hills,

Exd. J, Wright.

R. 8. ELLIS,
Chief Secretary.
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