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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
93rd October 1872.
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No. 228.  Read the following letter from the President of the Municipal Com -
mission, Srirungum, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St.
George, dated Trichinopoly, 7th October 1872 :—

Adverting to paragraph 16 of my letter embodied in the Proceedings of
Government No. 1197, of the 10th ultimo, 1 have the honour to submit the accom-
panying extracts from the Proceedings of the Comfnissioners at the meetings held
on the 10th and 13th September last. :

9. The Commissioners are sanguine that on a careful consideration of the
reason assigned the Government will agree with them as to the urgent necessity
that exists for the establishment of a dispensary and hospital in the town.

3. Conscious of the great advantage which the proposed institution will prove

to the public, the members of the Local Fund Board of this circle have at the
meeting held on the 12th ultimo unani-

RE.
ke 138

Mol bt - . 10 mowly agreod fo supplement fhe 09

Srirangum Pagoda > 00 contributions by an eqmvalent grant of

- —— Rupees 1,500 per annum, and the Com-
Total ... 1,500 S
missioners earnestly request the Govern-

' . ment to allow the institution, under its
exceptional circumstances, the benefit of the superintendence of a Native Surgeon
and to grant a few of the necessary surgical instruments in the first instance.

4. C. Balu Moodelliar, the Native Surgeon, has been in the district for nearly
seventeen years and his professional services have been fully appreciated by the
public, and the native community in particular have great confidence in his skill
and treatment. The Commissioners beg, therefore, to suggest the propriety of his
superintendence being secured to the proposed institution. Balu Moodelliar is
already on this Commission.

5.  The Commissioners have ab their last meeting proposed to establish the
lispensary and hospital from January next, when there will be a very large concourse
of people on account of the annual feast; and, should Government be pleased to
sanction their application at an carly date, they propose to lose no time in making
he preliminary arrangements, erecting a temporary shed in a suitable locality,
ind raising subscription towards, the construction of a substantial building in a
jituation selected with the full approval of the Sanitary Commissioner.

6. In answer to the application made by the Trustees of the Srirungum

Pagoda and other townspeople, the

Pa{:}%’{)‘g’_}‘lg,"g G. 0., No. 1197, dated 102 Sep-  Commissioners learn that the Inspector”

' General, Indian Medical Department,

has stated that 300 Rupees a month, or something approaching that sum, will be

equired from the Trustees of the Pagoda to enable him to comply with their wishes,

.nd that the Trustees are about to inform Dr. Balfour that it is utterly out of
heir power to contribute more than 300 Rupees a year.

IxrracT from the Proceedings of the Municipai Commissioners for the Town of Srirungum at &
Special Meeting held on the 10th September 1872.
* * *

The inconvenience and injury sustained by the inhabitants of the town for want of profes-
«onal medical aid on the spot has been shown to be very oreat. and the dispensary at Trichino-
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poly, which is sitdated at an inconvenient distance of nearly four miles from Srirungum, is very rarely
resorted to, the sick not being able either to walk so far or afford to engage a conveyance; they
are, therefore, compelled to place themselves entirely at the mercy of the local quacks or leave
things to chance. The Commissioners, therefore, foel themselves constrained to adopt the necessary
measures for the establishment of a dispensary and hospital in the town. The town of Srirungum,
which contains two of the most colebrated shrines of Southern India, ** Srirangum’ and, ** Jun-
bukeswaram,’’ is, in consequence of the increased facilities of communication afforded by railways,
largely resorted to throughout the year by pilgrim-travellers from all parts of India, who visit
the shrines at no stated periods of the year but whenever their circumstances would permit.  The
inhabitants of the district also throng in large numbers during the festivals which take place in
Srirungum, with more or less importance, during eleven months in the year. The proposed institution
requires, therefore, to be organized on & scale sufficiently extensive to administer to the comfort of
not only the 20,000 inhabitants of the town but also of the pilgrim-visitors, who, it is no exagge-
ration to say, almost equal the population of the town.

2. Notwithstanding the small income of 9,000 Rupees a year, and the numerous important
works of sanitary improvements which have yet to be earried out, the Commissioners resolve to
allot 1,200 Rupees for this purpose from the ensuing Official year. This sum, however (even with
the Rupees 300 from the Pagoda Committee), would go a very little way towards) the maintenance
of the proposed institution, and they resolve, therefore, to apply to the Local Fund Board of this
district to contribute a sum equivalent to the local subscriptién (Rupees 1,5005. The Commis-
sioners need hardly explain to the Board that this small grant of Rupees 1,500 out of their
annual assets of Rupees 1,85,000 would form a highly beneficial and charitable item of expendi-
ture in aid of an institution which cannot fail to be esteemed by the public as a great boon con-
ferred not only on the resident community of the district but also on the travellers from all
parts of India visiting the shrince aftor a long and fatigning journey,

3 The Board now contribute Rupees 2,358 a year to the dispensary at Trichinopoly, which
with its invested capital of nearly 33,000 Rupees and a very handsome monthly subscription fron’x
the European residents of the station, was lately made over to the well-doing Municipality, which
has for its income upwards of 87,500 Rupees per annum. The dispensary in question can wmain-
tain itself independently of the Local Fund allotment ; but the one now proposed eannot do so, and
all the advantages calculated on would be lost to the community if the allotment applied %or is
refused.

4. A contribution of Rupees 300 a year, promised by the Trustees of the Srirungum Pagoda,
will also be fully utilized. A suitable building can be at present hired for the purpose and a new
one built in course of time mainly from local subscriptions. The above three items amount to
Rupees 3,000 a year, as follows :— »

RS.
Srirungum Municipal granb ... ... e e e e e 1,200
Liocal FOndgoahl ..o Taow Solastl e Teins Sehe vl as zins iy A0 1,500
Srirungum Pagoda COTEIADURION o s s T oAs: o R, ¥A" ARE i 898 300

————

Total... 3,000

5. With the aid of the above sum the Commissioners propose “to entertain a 3rd Class
Hospital Assistant and servants, purchase medicines, &ec., and provide for dietary contingencies ;
put this does not complete the requirements of the institution. The supervision of a Native Surgeon
is indispensably necessary, and the Commissioners accordingly resolve to request Government to give
the institution, in its exceptional eircumstances, the benefit of the desired supervision and a few

of the necessary instruments 1n the first instance.
* * =
(Signed) J. B. PENNINGTON,
President.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
23rd October 1872.

Extract from the Proceedings of the Municipal Commissioners for the Town of Srirungum at a
Meeting held on the 13th September 1872.
* * * » *

VI. Read Proceedings of the Local Fund Board of Trichinopoly Circle, under date the 12th
instant, agreeing to grant Rupees 1,500 per annum, from the commencement of the ensuing
Official year, in aid of the proposed dispensary and hospital at Srirungum.

Recorded, the President being now requested. to make the necessary application to Govern-
ment with reference to paragraph b of the Resolution, No.1, passed by Commissioners on the 10th

instant,
(Signed) 7. B. PENNINGTON,
President.

No. 229. ORDER THEREON, 23rd October 1872, No. 1446.

The Government approve of the resolution of the Srirungum Municipal Com-
missioners to make provision for the establishment of a dispensary and hospital in
that town. In recognition of the public spirit shown by the Srirungum Munici-
pality the Government direct that the dispensary be furnished, free of cost, by the
Inspector-General, Indian Medical Department, with the surgical instruments
necessary and with a six months’ supply of medicine.

9. The request for the supervision of a Native Surgeon will be considered
when the question of the distribution of these Officers’ pay between Provincial and
Local Funds has been finally decided.

(True Extract.)

Acting Under Secy. to Govt.

To the President of the Municipal Commission, Srirungum.
,, Inspector-General, Indian Medical Department.
,, Examiner of Medical Accounts.
,, Accountant-General.

Exd. A. S. Rodgers.
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