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Proceedings of the Madras Government. Financial Department,
21st October 1872.

e AN

No. 198. Read the following letter from the President of the Municipal Com-
mission, Tinnevelly, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St.
George, dated Tuticorin, 5th October 1872, No. 214 :—

~In reply to Government Proceedings, No. 1227, dated 17th September 1872,
I have the honour to refer you to Government Proceedings No. 733, dated 29th

June 1864, approving of the publication of a notice of which I forward a copy.
It is not very clear from this notice whether the subscriptions solicited were for
any particular institution or for the maintenance of a Friend-in-Need-Society for
the district generally ; but the interest of the funds so collected has been undoubt-
edly appropriated to the maintenance of the Palamcottah Lungerkhana, of which
the Tinnevelly Dispensary has hitherto been considered a branch.

: 9. These funds (Rupees 81,500) were invested in Government Promissory
Notes in the name of the Collector of Tinnevelly, and these Notes are deposited
in the Treasury.

*NoTICE.

1t is well known that one of the best actions that a man can do in this world is to endeavour
to lessen human suffering as far as'it lies in his power. There are many ways of doing charity, as
" by establishment of chuttrums for travellers, digging tanks and wellg, and establishing schools,
&e. ; but none has a greater claim on our immediate attention than that of alleviating the suffer-
ings of the indigent sick by timely and proper medicines, attention, and professional treatment,

J’a

and of taking care of those who, by poverty in old age or by bodily infirmity, are incapable of

gupporting themselves. An institution for the attainment of these objccts is already in existence
in the district in the shape of a Lungerkhana or Friend-in-Need Society, founded by the benevo-
lent efforts of C. J. Bird, Esq., the late Collector of Tinnevelly. That this institution has been
productive of great good to the destitute and sick poor in the districs is known to the whole
community, and it is a great honour to the district that such an institution has been kept up for
50 many years, principally by the voluntary contributions of the influential natives of this zillah.
It is, however, evident that for its permanency its “ncome should be certain and should not be
dependent upon the fluctuating contributions of the people. Its perpetuity can only be secured
by providing sufficient funded property for its maintenance, and it would give much satisfaction to
the Collector to see this done.

9. Tt becomes necessary here to state that the dispensary in Tinnevelly town is now
amalgamated with the Friend-in-Need Society above mentioned, and this appears to be a titting
occasion for the public of Tinnevelly to come forward to assist in supporting the combined charity.
The noble bridge on the Tambrapurni River owes its existence entirely to the munificence of a

single public-spirited individual, and there is no doubt that many of the rich Zemindars and

wealthy and influential natives are able to contribute sufficiently large donations to render the
Friend-in-Need Society permanent and to relieve it from its dependence upon uncertain contribu-
tions. Noble examples of this kind have been set in the neighbouring and other districts, viz.,
a capital of more than 60,000 Rupees has been r_aiscd in Madura by the Zemindars and people
generally. In Nellore the Zemindar of Vencatagherry has singly taken upon himself the entire
cost of the maintenance of the dispensary in that district.

3. This appeal is, therefore, confidently made to the generous feelings of the rich Zemindars,
influential merchants, and people generally of the Tinnevelly District, on behalf of the Friend-in-
Need Society. By contributing now once for all 2 sufficient donation they will be relieved from
the monthly or yearly payments made by then. Tt is necessary to state here that a capital of
50,000 Rupees will be required to render the Friend-in-Need Society gelf-supporting.
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