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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
11¢h October 1872,

No. 145. Read the following Proceedings of Government in the Public Works
Department :—

Read the following papers :—

From the Superintending Engineer, 7th Division, to the Secretary to Government,
Public Works Department, Fort St. George, dated Coimbatore, 10th
September 1872, No. 139.

I have the honour to bring to your notice that, in consequence of the con-
tinued insalubrity of the Rest House Serjeant’s quarters and the Range Office at
Erode, with the view, if possible, of removing every apparent cause of such conti-
nuing, I addressed the Consulting Engineer for Railways, suggesting the removal of
the tall and thick aloe hedge immediately in front of, or adjacent to, the buildings
in question, which now surrounds the Railway station at Erode, which, besides
impeding ventilation, standing, as it does, in the line of the prevailing winds,
affords shelter for nuisance of all kinds being committed and for snakes and
vermin, let alone the offensive smell arising from the decay of its own gigantic
leaves. At the time of my addressing the Consulting Engineer for Railways I was
not aware that the question of the removal of this hedge had been mooted before,
but in reply that officer noted such was the case; and that, in consequence of the
reasons urged by the Agent, Chief Engineer, and Consulting Physician of the
Railway, ‘‘he was not prepared to urge the Railway authorities to destroy an
efficient fence, which has been provided with great care and trouble, and to substi-
tute for it an iron wire fence, which would be more expensive and less efficient.”
As, however, I do not at all agree with the opinions expressed in defence of main-
taining this hedge, and believe that its removal will prove most beneficial to the
inhabitants of the Government buildings above mentioned, I beg respectfully that
Government will direct the Railway authorities to re-consider the question and
arrange to substitute a light open iron fencing for the hedge complained of. G. O.,*

. 4 No. 1083, dated the 14th August 1872,
*T ‘;};E:u;:(irsl% DOF R N ok O the Financial Department, refers to

¥ an exactly similar hedge to the north of
Erode Railway Station. The hedge noticed in this letter is that to the south of
the Railway station and rail road.

From R. B. ELWIN, Esq., Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway Company, to the Consulting
Engineer for Railways, dated Madras, 3rd September 1872, No, 638.

In acknowledging the receipt of your letter, No. 701, of the 31st ultimo, I have the honour to
request that before I give effect to the orders of Government as conthined in G. 0., No. 1083,
dated the 14th ultimo, my letter to you, No. 259, of the 27th of April last and its enclosures may
be submitted to Government.

2. With that letter I forwarded a report made by the Sanitary Commissioner upon the
gubject, in which Dr. Cornish expressed an opinion which appears to show that the Municipality of
Erode are mistaken in their idea that sanitation would be in any way improved by the removal of
the aloe fence in question.
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From A. WEDDERBURN, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore,

dated Madras, Coimbatore, 27th
With reference to the

to the Consulting Engineer for Railways,
January 1872, No. 2.

er margin, I have the honour to requesk
1. Letter No. 155, of 25th A

oo pril 1871, from Officer Com. that you will be so good as to move the Railway
andin - b o
enclosuregg, 7 Q'uanerm“t"'(’enemlt with  three authorities o hav

enclosed correspondence, as p

: e the station aloe hedge at
» Letter No. 175, of 16th May 18 1, fi -p i
manding to the Q!mrtex'm:s}t.'er-(?v7emn'l;:’1!.n S om. ( Menda oy placed, i o il by RO e
2. Lottor No. 388, of 18th December 1871, from Omgee fence.
ommanding to A 8 i
o plnclosuro, 1: ; ® Quartermaster.General, with ong 2. Tam aware the line mustbe fenced ; but
. Letter No. of 18th D from , 1 i :
g R, Oollet?::xhr 1872, Deputy  whether the station requires an aloe hedge round
“de also letter to Consulting Kne: No. it i - 1
A o G 5%’30{ 7%?3?;} 137 l[.s, of 3rd June lt‘xs another ?rxatter 5 every non-transparent fence
N : will be, as is usual, resorted to ag g latrine.
ence to k-eep peopl«? out must be a certain height, and, to that extent, will interfore with
what the mediea) a.utholety calls ““ perflation ;"' so perhaps a wire fence would, if required at all,
b'e tl.1e best for.the station compound, My, MacGregor, it will be seen, protests against wire
fencing ; but his remarks Seem applicable to the line and not to the station compound,
»

—

From the Acting Consulting Engineer for Railways, to the A

Railway Company, dated Madras, 31st Janu
I have the honour to forward origin

gent ana Manager of the Madras
ary 1872, No. 72.

al letters from the Collector of Coimbatore and the

No. 2, 27th January 1872, Deputy Inspector-General, Medical Department,

s 8345, 13th December 1871.

early date what will be done. M. MacGregor’
““ I would strongly beg to obj
rail road carried out,

** This fencing is as expensive as it is useless.
animals from crossing the line i to goats, sheep, &e.,
large number of trespass cases on Great S

It only prevents bullo
it is no obstruction,
outhern of India Railway,”

—

cks, buffaloes, or large
This is proved by the

From R. B. ELWIN, Esq. Agent and Manager of the Madrag Railway Compan b
i , to th
. Engineer for Railways, dated Madras, 25th Ap N oy the Consulting

ril 1872, No. 259,
With reference to your office letter, No. 72, dated the 31st of J anuary

1872, I have the honour
to enclose you the copy (

* No. 182, 26th April. of a report* made to me
aloe fence at the Erode station, which it has been
the rest-house there.

2. I also forward you a eopy of the op
the subject to which Mr. Anderson alludes.

3. Dr. vanSomeren, the Company’s Consulting Physician, entirely congurg
Mr. Cornish urges upon the subject, and after a perusal of Mr. Anderson’s report I
agree with me in thinking that it would be unreasonable to call upon the Company
fence that has been provided with great care and trouble.

inion expressed by the Sanitary Commissioner upon

trust you will
to destroy a

e

From B. ANDERSON, Esq., Chief Engineer, to the Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway
Company, dated Madras, 26th April 1872, No. 182. . ;
Your endorsement, dated 21d February, on Consulting Engineer’s letter No. 72, of the 31st
January 1872, forwarding original letters from

the Collector of Coimbatore and theDeputy Inspector-
General, Medical Department, on the subject of the aloe fence surrounding the station compound
at Erode,
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I have inquired personally into the circumstuuct?s in connexion with the erection/G 1<1>f tShe .l‘teS:—
house at Erode and have to-day been furnished Wl-th an extract of a letter from eh ??:’11: h
Commissioner on the subject of the allegzed unhealthiness of.' aloe hedges, and have no fem aﬂllor:
in saying that it is most unreasonable to casll upon the Railway Company to destroy a fence tha

- . uble.
e %ro.;lded z lilzhit;:‘;i?;;:;e tilx.r?f‘ormed me that the rest-house was built long after the
aloe t'?ekrllie ;;dwjgtaixljed to a considerable growth, and that he warnefi the Governmex}t a.utho.rit'i:s
ab the time that the site selected was unhealthy, both on account of its lowness and its proximity
g ].:;‘fjrt;a::txlf;';;r;gx:ﬁn?;g;l of the locality I am quite convinced that o al?e fence' $0
nothing whatever to do with the unhealthiness of the rf%st:-house, and T APLCIN 30 .(I believe)
supoo:ted by our own Consulting Physician and by the opinion of the Sanitary Commissioner.

—

RNISH, Sanitary Commissioner for Madras, to the Consult-

EXTRAC'T Oflflhi:z(;;:r:? tlﬁrii‘;r(irlzs. (Ijlgi‘l{‘:a;' Company, c{ated Madras, 22nd February 1872.

2.mIgn re;)ly thereto I have to state that no facts have come before me showing that aloe
gL "“‘_y wgy 1"‘1:::0‘;?;;’1.:: :;:,ta,liliwa.y, has been good enough to forward for my perusal

3 Th‘e o “g:: in ’which the aloe fence around the Railway station of Erode -has been
Cel‘tam. i docum('m unhealthiness ; but, so far as the circumstances are stated t}.lerem, I can
C?mplaxned orn ?ui‘u;gt-he assertion that the aloe fence interferes with the I}ealthmess of .tl{e
dlSCO.V e grom'lt : ooduces any unwholesome effluvia. That the native population of the Munici-
loc?hty, : th'ai% ; g shelter afforded by the hedge for latrine purposes is highly probable ; but
f::'l 1t.y I:ag ;:z;;zjf P::lice fevulation, and the hedge in such a case would only act as a wall or any

is is g .

N o do'f fact I know that the bitter juice of the aloe leaf is repugnant to most

e g mfbtter':’l nﬂ;(:; touch anything constructed of aloe fibre, even white-ants refuse to
&nimals-. VGrmnl1 Wletreta,tion according to my experience, is in itself destituize of any bad od01}r
i lontl;fs 9;;1:0;;’: :o;ious to ,man, and I do not agree in the view that an ordinary aloe hedge is
or vola :
g preva(llh’ngs:;;d;laces along the railway that the aloe plant spreads very thickly

Pt Obser‘ir:elu;sriance of the plant, however, can always be restrained, and I need hardly
by's‘ilzccla{::st;hagj :ﬁf l:;.clzze leaf ought to become a valuable product in this country on account of the
poin { 3
g tc °nta:: sc;f any plant that is so well suited for railway fencing as the. aloe, and so
long 6a.s itIs :I:o:v:h ?:?:ept within due bounds I can conceive no sanitary objections to its use,

i ) ‘Collector of Coimbatore, dated Madras,
ting Engineer for Railways, to the :
R T 1st May 1872, No. 436.

i ade to the Agent of the Madras
RPN e Bt r:{f:;.l?vl:ye :?tshx:'eference to gghe aloe fence at the
Erode station, which was alleged to be the cause
Eopa ks L djoining the station.
oo thellinhaltﬂ)ll:vﬁtz:sf tsl::zf :te h:;) u(?:p; if a riport made by the Chief Engineer on the
; £ %n rep;y o;‘.an opinion expressed by the Sanitary Commissionel:, in which Dr (.Jomish
tplin g a; pyh er come before him showing that aloe hedges are in any way injurious to
S aCt‘t? . EE:;icc of the leafis repugnant to most animals, but that aloe vegetation
health.; ot ﬂ'le - u Jnce is in itself destitute of any bad odour or volatile principle noxious to
s R e):ipemjmt agree in the view that an ordinary aloe hedge is impervious to the prevail-
7 ;'agd th{;i}:}i rZ:ud to the special case of Erode Dr. Cornish says that he can discover no
ing winds. .

No. 2, 27th January 1872, with enclosuras.
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grounds for the assertion that the

that it produces any unwholesome e
3. So far from aloes being

in this Presidency, the cultivati

aloe fence interferes with the he

althiness of that locality, or
fluvia,

4. TUnder the circumstances, I am not prepared now to wur
destroy an efficient fence which, as the Chief En
great care and trouble, and to substitute for it an
and less efficient.

5. I have the honour to enclose, for
return the enclosure which accompanied yo

ge the Railway authorities to
gineer justly remarks, has been provided with
iron wire fence, which would be more expensive

your information, copy of the Agent’

8 letter, and to
urs under reply.

——

; No. 486.
Submitted to Government with
ultimo, No. 270.

2. The letter to which the A

reference to their Order dated the 30th

: (2.) Letter from Consulting Engineer for Railways,
Railway, No. 72, 31st January 1872,

(3.) Letter from Agent, Madras Railway, to Consulting Engineer for
Railways, No. 259, 27th April 1872, with enclosures.

(4.) Letter from Consulting Engineer for Railways, to Collector of Coim-
batore, No. 436, 1st May 1872,

MapRras, (Signed) J, H. M. SHAW STEWART, Lieut.-Col., R. E,
12th September 1872, Consulting Engineer Jor Railways,

To the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, Fort St._George.

——

(True Extract. )

(Signed)  @. W, WALKER, Colonel, R. E.,
Secretary to Government, P.W.D,

———

OrpEr THEREON, 11th October 1872, No. 1397,

to Agent, Madras :

2.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Deparitment,
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i it i ible that its unchecked growth, while in
0w Erq@e Statlon,uli)::ml:n:;: ‘fr's:y a.pf"::clze, may tend to pr?ve a nuisance,.ta:d ll;: |
oy e re(i the Agent, through the Consulting Engineer, to cause it to :
et s t eii:h%u sxich dimensions as, while suﬂicing' for ?,11 the puglzosie
redu(;jdlfqtaigsl;izvized, will give no cause for complaint against it as an obstac

lc 1 - . -
izr:;ntilation and a shelter for thpge commxf.hng é}iuxfsani:efs‘;uy R SR
e niirag i i e sanitary condition, and
ance of mmnﬁa.mmg the Erode Junction Station in a proper sanifary condition,

N hissioners in order
: ion with the Municipal Commissioners in or
g repared to take action wi ) . iidn il be
e Wi:; ;)revint all nuisances in the nelghbourhooi. thH;Z :1::1:) fm; 1st. July
tf; rxf:::;i by the Consulting Eugineer.t? paragraPI}S' 0 a.:d T
1i8q72 from the President of ttl:et Mumt ﬁiwg:?ﬁwﬁken :0 Ry 1 e
R lad to learn that steps . in the close
Soun(l:)ﬂ :vlil xll)Ztigve servants of the Company's employés, of the land in
ion, by

if mecessary, to sanction the acquisify

AL 1 ds. .
required on publie groun i )
{True ‘Extract.) R. §. ELLIS,

' Chief Secretarys

To the President of the Municipal Commission, Erode.
,,» Public Works Department,
,» Board of Revenue,

Exd, A. S. Rodgerd.
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