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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
11tk October 1872.

Read the following papers :—
No. 140. - From Colonel A. RITHERDON, Officiating President of the Municipal
Commission, Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St.
George, dated Madras, 4th September 1872, S. No. 1377 :—  °~
I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of G. O,, No. 1032, dated 3rd August
1872, in which I am called on to report ‘‘ the grounds on which it is proposed that
the cost of the dust-bins to be placed along the Ordnance Lines should be borne by
Government,” and, in reply thereto, to state that, though there is no section of the
Municipal Act which has a direct application to the question raised, yet by impli-
cation it is apparent that the legislature did not contemplate imposing on the
Commissioners the conservancy of such blocks of buildings as the lines in question,

which are packed on a small area for State reasons, and are built on Govern-
ment lands, which, so far as the Municipality is concerned, may be viewed in the

same light as private property.

2. By Section 122, “In any street (not being a public street),” I can eall
upon the owners of the land or buildings “to level, metal, * * channel and
drain the same.” All these works have been done at the expense of Government
in the lines in question, thereby in effect acknowledging the liability of Govern-
ment to be called on to do so. And, again, by Section 121, I am empowered in
the case of ‘‘any existing block of buildings * * crowded together, * *

* *  roquiring the owners

(with the sanction of Government) to cause a notice
of the land on which such buildings are erected, * * to execute such operations
as to facilitate the cleansing of the same.

3. The supply of dust-bins, I think, comes under this head, -and I respect-
fully submit that Government having ¢ levelled, metalled, channelled, and drained
the buildings in question, they should also supply conveniences for collecting the
refuse.

4. In the letter of the Deputy Inspector-General of Ordnance and Magazines,
No. 113, dated 18th July 1872, to Government, at paragraph 3 it is stated ‘‘ that
the road which passes along the Ordnance Lines isa public thoroughfare;” I am
afraid that there is some misapprehension on this subject. The road fronting the
lines is fenced the whole length and protected with gates; and, to remove all
doubts as to its purpose, signboards with ‘ No thoroughfare” in several languages
are posted at the entrances.

5. Colonel Goddard, the Executive Engineer of the Presidency Range, has
informed me that he does all necessary works for these lines on the requisition of
the proper authority ; and it is possible that, had the application for dust-hins
been made to him, instead of the Municipality, the work would have been done
without any reference to Government.

Referred to the Inspector-General of Ordnance and Magazines for any remarks
he may desire to offer.

OOTACAMUND, (Signed) W. HUDLESTON,
11¢h September 1872. Secretary to Government,
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No. 141. et
From the Officiating Deputy Inspector-General of Ordnance and

Magazi in @
toa(g}iz\:ﬁ?;u ;"t“}E‘f“QGSOf G::lle Ordnance Office, to the Chief Secretary
n ort St. €0 : vl
1872, No. 19 LG, rge, dated Fort St. George, 19th September
Ordnance Department
In obedient
nce to your docket, dated 11th instant, I have the honour to make,
for the information of Government, the
following r 'k - ith
ret ; X emarks on letter*® herewl
ur;ed'ffom tb.e .Presxdent, Municipal Colllmissini, Madras.
. The original correspondenc s ta .
other sanitary 1 s pondence regarding the provision of dust-bins and
S £ B n}; blec<135;51t1es connected with the quarters in the Ordnance Lines occur-
P er 1868, and the result of that correspondence between the Commis-

* No. 1377, dated 4th September 1872,

’ 0 ” y Py 13 . ¥ . . - as

. thatt *the conservancy carts should
+ Resl‘g:htign of Mun'.icipal Commission, dated visit the roadside of the Ordnance
T Lines at 7 A, daily, to remove the
Inspector “ wi sweepings,” and that} the Sanitary
the[s)e qzzrte:.l,l’, a?risegopf)m}'y Toeegte; puvsoms moveable dust-boxes in rear of
an application to Govern:: ml:i-ary had previously declined being the medium qf
cipal Commissioners, for aso:::, or payment of these boxes or bins, and the Muni-
by the Commissary,at that t'rm“ e e R B N, although suggested
SO SR }:me, deemed it advisable to become themselves the
ment that I cannotyﬁn 1 Wfs ‘;V" Occu'n:ed since in the personnel of the departs
able bins, and ceased to m f;‘ﬂ the Municipal Commissioners removed these move-
however, of these unfortuz; i Othe’: necessary s.anitary arrangements. No noticéy
department. ate actions on their part was communicated to this
Muniiiparflfcf ll]':uie;-t ' mt his l?ttel" under remark, admits that “no section of the
dust-bins, and I fail :-:)ec application” to Government paying for a provision of
implicgﬁ;n that tha'l .sfe’ fl‘om.a perusal of the Act, that “it 18 apparent, t.>y'
sioners” th’is 2 thegls ature did not contemplate imposing on the Commis
improssed on me a: ﬂ:’r é‘ecesfal'-y couservancy arrangements. The contrar}t‘l'
charge &Ssessznen’t e :}] omm:ssto.ne.rs we.re by the Act authorized to, and (.hd,
bound, morally and b le very buildings in question, and were, in my opinion,
gered by the absence 3;' tt::’ t*:;ee that the }.xe‘alth of the inhabitants was no.t endan-_
the force of Colonel Ritl; 3 lvm“'y necessities for cleanliness. And 1 fail tom
fom these dutics be ol h‘m 8 argument that the Commissioners are relieve
T S P buildings are “in a small area.” This fact is, 1
promptly a’nd 5 onti:llonal reason why the Municipal Commissioners should have
alleged compactness oufn:; :Yl.supplled the necessary bins, &c., because, from the
S R % e all the demands of ordinary sanitation could be
4. In his 2nd e bty e & . .
192 of Municival Acfagab:r;:‘ph, the }.-[un.xcipal Commissioner quotes from Section
AR l":fl)“ " ut his quotation is not, in my opinion, relevant to the case,
ers to “‘any street not being a public street,” whereas the Ordnance

sary of Ordnance and President, Muni-

kol

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
11th October 1872.

A A e

Lines actually constitute one side of a public street. To form one side of a streef
it is not necessary that both sides of the houses of that side should have thorough-
fares running by them. A thoroughfare on one side only is a necessary consti-
tuent. While it is admitted by me that the east side of the Ordnance Lines has
on that front the gardens of the men, and a private road which is ¢ No thorough-
fare,” as remarked by Colonal Ritherdon, it must be also admitted that their west
front or back side faces one of the most public thoroughfares in Madras, and it is
on this publie thoroughfare that the Municipal Commissioners appropriately placed
their dust-bins in 1868, and along this road that their filth carts and scavengers
went on collecting the contents. I cannot also see any relevancy in the Municipal
(ommissioner’s Quotation from Section 121, because it is founded on the presump-
tion that *“a crowded block of buildings ”’ exists, and this description is certainly

not in any way applicable to the Ordnance Lines,
understand the Commissioner’s argument that, because

5. Neither can I
¢ ]evelling, metalling, channelling, and drain-

Government have gone to expense in
ing " the quarters of a deserving set of men, they should also do the conservancy

duties of the Municipality, for which duties Government actually pay the said
Municipality. '

6. In his last paragraph the Municipal. Commissioner asserts that it is
possible that, had the application for dust-bins been made to Colonel Goddard, the
Executive Engineer, instead of to the Municipality, the work (sanitary, it is
presumed) would have been done without reference to Government.” At the time of
the original application I was Commissary of Ordnance, and Colonel Goddard was
Executive Engineer. I was assured of the impossibility of such action on the
Executive Engineer’s part, and Colonel Goddard has again informed me that the

impossibility still exists.

No. 142. OrpER THEREON, 11th October 1872, No. 1395.

The Governor in Council is not of opinion that the cost of providing dust-bins
for the Ordnance Lines on the esplanade can properly be considered a charge
debitable to the Madras Municipality, and accordingly sanctions the charge of
Rupees 180 for the purpose as against Government.

(True Extract.)

Acting Under Secy. to Govt.

To the Military Department.
Inspector-General of Ordnance and Magazines.

President of the Municipal Commission, Madras.
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Exd. J. Wright.
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