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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Dépa;tment,
16th September 1872.

RSO b s

No. 75. Read the following letter from the President of the Municipal Com-
mission, Calicut, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St, George
dated Calicut, 17th August 1872, No, 20+ :

I have the honour to forward the accompanying report and statements received
from the Secretary of the Calicut Municipality on the working of the Towns
Improvement Act in Calicut during the year 1871-79,

2. Taxes were levied during the year from all sources prescribed by the
Act,

3. The total sum collected during the year was Rupees 21,577-9-0.

4. It will be seen from the Demand, Collection, and Balance Statement that g
sum of Rupees 10,760-12-5 remained to be collected on the 81st March 1872, Of
this, Rupees 9,142-15-4 were for 1871-72, and Rupees 1,617-13-1 were arrears of
previous years.

The Commissioners attribute these outstandings to the fact of their having had
to revise completely the register for profession-tax during the year under report.
The outstandings on the 1st August 1872 amounted to Rupees 4,928-11-5, and steps
are being taken to clear off the balance.

5. ExpeNpITure. Grant I.—~Under this head a sum of Rupees 6,672-1-2 was
expended. Of this, Rupees 1,372-2-0 were for new works, and Rupees 5,297-15-3

T PP >

were for repairs. ;
6. Grant I1.—The Commissioners have incurred an expenditure of Rupees

549 for results’ grants of eight village schools.

7. Grant II1.—The Commissioners did not take charge of the Civyil Dispen-
sary during the year under review, and they are now awaiting the sanction of
Government to do so. The contribution of Rupees 1,000 provided in the Budge;
for the above institution was not demanded by the Committee.

Coxservancy.—The sum of Rupees 5,489-2-10 expended under this head was

for the hire of dust carts, sweepers, toties, &e.
8. @rant IV.—Rupees 790-13-7 were expended under this head for taking

census and for the pay of Surveyors.
9. Grant V.—Rupees 2,463-5-8 were for establishment and miscellaneous

charges.
10. There-can be no doubt that the Municipality of Calicut is not popular.

11. It seems questionable whether the conditions of the tract of country
embraced by it (it is a misnomer to call it a town) admit of any system of muni.
cipal expenditure which would be popular. :

The place is too extensive and straggling to admit of the roads being lighted,
and the length of road is so great—some thirty-six miles—as to necessitate a large
expenditure without the resident of any one part having prominently before his
eyes much return for his money in that shape.

12. The interests of different classes are widely divergent. The Europeans,
who are large tax-payers, are chiefly interested in seeing the roads towards the
north of the Municipality and along the beach kept in good order. The chief
Hindoo tax-payers are congregated towards the southern part of the Municipality,
and look for voads, schools, and the cleansing of bathing tanks in that direstion.
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The merchants, chiefly Moplahs, reside in the crowded Moplah town, and care
neither for schools, nor for the outlying roads, nor for clean water,

13. The chief expenditure inregard to this part of the town is on conservancy,
the costly establishment for which works chiefly in the Moplah Native town, but
cleanliness is to thewr mind superfluous if not revolting. A petition was presented
at the last meeting from the Moplah merchants, requesting that a road should be
constructed in the south-west corner of the Municipality, and their request will be
duly considered. No road exists in that particular section, but a very expensive
work was some years ago undertaken in it, which, if successful, would have princi-
pally benefited that neighbourhood, viz., the junction by a canal of the Ralai River,
open to the inland navigation north and south with the big bazaar. Unfortunately
the attempt proved a failure owing to the nature of the soil encountered, and the
loan raised for the work was only finally liquidated last year.,

14, I concur with the Commissioners in the opinion that the tolls do not act
very seriously as an impost on through goods.
From the Secretary to the Municipal Commission, Calicut, to the President of the Municipal
Commission, Malabar, dated Calicut, 16th Avngust 1872, No. 90.
I have the honour to report on the working of the Towns
the year 1871-72, and to forward the usual statements,

2. The statements called for in Government Order, dated 4th May 1872, No. 627, and the
list of Commissioners are also enclosed. :

8. Taxes were levied for the eloven months of the year from the sources indicated in the

" Improvement Act in Calicut during

margin,
Profegsion.tax, .
Carriage-tax, House and land taxes were collected for the full twelve months
Registration foes. ‘

during the year under review, owing to their having been collected
only for eleven months during the previous year 1870-71.

Toris.—~These were leased out on contract for twelve months, from 1st April 1871 to 3lst
March 1872, for a sum of Rupees 5,070.
4. The total amount collected during the year under review, including the unexpended
' o) . 'a. ®.  bal i
Cuﬁ?;]se-mx ....... 3,228 Lm alance on th‘e 30th April 1871, was Rupees 21,577-9-0.
e poelp e g 5504 9 4 5. It will be seen from the Demand, Collection, and Balance
S m;—: Statement that ‘a sum of Rupees 10,760-12-5 remained to be
collected on the 31st March 1872, as noted.

Arrears— h & A
;{‘; e i e e 6. It may be remarked that the outstanding at the close
Profession-tax ,.. .. 1,450 @ 0

of the year is considerable when compared with that of previous
ST e U This is chiefly due to the fact that, during the year under
o Teport, a complete revision of the profession-tax was carried out,

Hence & delay in issuing the bills,
7. The Commissioners have, however, reduced the outstanding,

| on the 1st August 1872 ¢
Rupees 4,928-11-5, as shown in th 8 i

o o Borato B taken to ol ff th L i an
Hongo-tax .. 'viv s 978 0 0O ear o © arrears as s0on as possi
Profession-taz ... ... 2,865 B 4 o

8. Exrexorrure. Grant I—Under the head ** New Works ™

Total .. 3,385 5 4 asum of Rupees1,374-2-0 was expended. Of this, Rupees 795-8.9-

Qe Phar o o0 :er: f(;:-i 'constmcting a road leading to the Pier ; Rupees 6.14-4
House-tax ., s .. 156 6 or bu i
ey M % b s 1ug a parapet to a culvert on Paniengara Road ; Rupees

194-4-5 for constructing a latrine on the removal system ;
Rupees 192-8-6 for building a parapet wall for Kundum Kolem

Tank ; and Rupees 184-14-0 for effeoting alterations in the new
market shops. f

Total .. 1,590 6 1

L]
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Reparrs.—A sum of Rupees 694-10-1 was expended in purchasing gravel for the repair of
important roads and streets within the Municipality.

Rupees 644-8-3 were expended for repairing five bridges.
Rupees 81-5-7 were for miscellaneous repairs.

Bupeés 3,604 were spent on the salary of overseer, maistry, peon, and two gangs of coolies,
cach consisting of twenty-five men and a duffadar.

Rupees 273-7-3 were expended in purchasing tools.
The total expenditure under Grant I. is Rupees 6,672-1-2.

9. @rant II.—A sum of Rupees 549 was paid for results’ grants of the eight schools situated
within the Municipality. The charges connected with the Cannanore Normal School Ilately
transferred to Calicut, and the inspection charges due to the Local Fund Board, have not yet been
adjusted, but will be soon.

10. Grant I1I.—The sum of Rupees 1,000 provided in the budget as'contribution to theCivil
Dispensary was not paid, but shall be paid as soon as the charges are known.

V acorwamion.—A sum of Rupees 100 was spent on the salary of a vaccinator exftertained by
the Municipality. The number of persons vaccinated during the year was 713, of which 657 were
successful. { |

ReastraTioN.—A sum of Rupees 440, being the moiety of the .sala:ry of eight district f:lerk?,
was allotted for expenditure under the head Registra,tion.”' These d.xstnct clerks were a.Ppomted in
September 1871. Up to 31st March 1872 they were engaged in Ifrep:mng Assessment_Regx?ters, and
returns connected with the late census ; their pay for that period wa.s not, therefore., debited to the
head ** Registration.” They commenced to register from the beginning of the official year.

CoxsprvANCY.—Rupees 3,1561-15-0 were expended on the salary of overseer, maistry, peon,
sweepers, and toties. .
Rupees 2,052 were for the hire of twelve ‘scavenging carts, at 18 Rupees per month per cart.
? >

Rupees 177-11-10 for constructing three scavenging earts.

Roads, streets, and lanes were swept “nd kept f:lea,n by the conservancy establishment, There
was no epidemic diseage during the year under review. ;

The total expenditure under Grant T1L. was Rupees 5,489-2-10. : :

11. Grant IV.—A sum of Rupees 790-13-7 was spent under'thxs head. Of this, Rupees -
308-7-1 were the pay of Surveyors, and Rupees 487-6-6 were for taking the census.

12. Grant V.—A sum of Rupees 2,463-5-8 was expended for establishment and miscglla- :

neous charges. |
13. The accounts of the Municipality were audited by a gentleman unconnected with the
(ommission, and his report and statements are herewith submitted.

1t will be seen that the accounts are kept correctly. i i
14 The. Commissionars recognise the fact that the Municipality is not popular owing to the

hiection, not uncommon, to parting with money, and to the circumstance tl.mt. the inhabitants fail
:ojzpprec’ia te the advantage and utility of the objects on which expenditure is incurred.

15. Asregards the working of the tolls, the amount realiz?d fhereﬁ'om i.s about Rupees 5, 0;)10
azainst an expenditure of Rupees 5,000 on roads. The Comm.mswners consider that half of the
gamma fairly be debited to the expenditure on roads entailed by the ez:port trade. Of ?he
izzaindz; it may be reckoned that a considerable part falls on art?cles r?qmred for‘ consumption
in the Municipality, and that the balance which operates 53 a transit due is not considerable.
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No, 76. ORDER THEREON, 16th September 1872, No. 1213.
The receipts of the Calicut Municipality for the year 1871-72, inclusive of the
o Recrrprs, o Obening balance, amounted to Rupees
Toxomaras . LG5 n o 3a2 21,578, and the expenditure to Rupees
Regiiton ofcura . 1 T L 7 e 10,965, leaving a balance’ of Rupees
Fow o 5 n U moveo e 426 5,613 a8 marginally noted.
SO o T e Ui Yo 2. The total current demand
, 18720 amounted to Rupees 28,176, of which
Uit ot w i 1s Rupees 22 were remitted and Rupees
Moo recsipn” T % L7 3 19,011 collected, so that o balance of

. Balanco brought forward .. .. . . ... 1,301

201 Rupees 9,143 remained at the end of the

Total 1. 21,578 Yyear, which, with th :
e el ) year, ) e uncollected arrear

BT, o e o g Lo800,° brought up the total outstand.
Repaira.. . .. . .0 00 LIy ing balance to Rupees 10,761,

el e e R B R e attribute
SRR DT DL ol there vy g s o the ey
Bupervision and management... . .. a 2,464 the 1ssue of the bllls caused by the re-

5065 Vision of the assessment ; but, as Rupees

Balance . 5,613 4 928 still remained uncollected on the

Total .. 21678 gt of August, it would seem that some
other cause must operate,

4. The expenditure during the yeart was Rupees 9,613 short of the receipts

and Rupees 12,035 below the estimate.} The alloti

ment of Rupees 1,000 for the dispensary was not

expended as that institution was not faken over by

the Municipality within the year. Of the estimate of Rupees 1,000 under the

head of ““ Education,” Rupees 549 were paid as result grants, but the contribution t¢
the Normal School and to the Local Fund Board for Inspectorate charges had not
been adjusted when the report was submitted. No explanation is given of the fact
§ Rupees 6,672, that the expenditure under the head of Public Works§
l| Rapees 14,000. was less than half the amount entered in the budget. |
5. The registration of births and deaths was to have been |
together with other work, by eight district clerks, but their time wag
pied with the preparation of Assessment Registers and Census
quently; no portion of their pay was debited to Grant IIL.
registration duties at the beginning of the year 1872-73.
6. A satisfactory report on the state of the accounts hag
the Auditor.
7. 1In the return submitted with reference to G. 0.,
No. 627, the amount under Schedule C, is higher than that
under that head in Statement IV, This should be explained.
8. The Commissioners and President report that the Act is not popular in
Calicut, and attribute this unpopularity, to a great extent, to the straggling nature

of the town and the widely divergent interests of the different classes of the tax-
payers.

* Rupees 1,618,

t Rupees 15,965,

I Rupees 28,000.

performed,

fully occu-~
Returns, and, conge-

They Commenced thejr
been received from

dated 4th May 1872,
entered as demand

b TR,
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9. There can be no doubt that, as compared with the majority of Munici-
palities, the conditions of the town of Calicut are unfavourable for the development
of several of the objects of the Act, such as lighting and conservancy, but there
is no reason why- it should not benefit to the same ez.:tent as othex: towns by a
judicious expenditure of the funds on roads, vaccination, dispensaries, schools,
‘&e,, which are equally indispensable whether the town be compact. or the reverse.

10, The Government are glad to observe that the Commissioners are of
opinion that the tolls do not seriously affect the through traffic.

(True Extract.)
R. 8. ELLIS,
Chief Secretary.

" o the President of the Municipal Commission, Calicut. ‘
Board of Revenue.

Revenue Department.

Public Works Department.

Inspector-General of Police.

e < e Indian Medical Department.

’ Sanitary Commissioner.

Director of Public Instruction, b
Accountant-General.

President of the Local Fund Boards, Malabar.
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Exd. J. Wright,
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| STATEMENT 11-—ExPENDITURE from the Municipal Funds &e ( Concluded.)
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TRIBUTION To LocAL Funp ror EpucArionas g ‘{ (a.) Establishment.  secase.es duiahy wwesvsves o
e S ) (R i =
INSPECTORATE. ! (&) Contingencies. ARG B sasepipar | 1 ererNa
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