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Proceedings of the Madras Governmenl, Financial Department,
14th September 1872.

No. 73. Read the following letter from the Chairman, Chamber of Commerce,
to the Chief Secrctary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Madras,
10th August 1872 :—

In resolving once more to beg the Government to reconsider their decision
regarding the site for the new General Post Office in this city, the Chamber of
Commeree trust they may not be considered unduly importunate in their represen-
tation of the views which they continue to entertain on the subject, or unneces-
sarily anxious as to the settlement of a question that so essentially involves their
own udaily convenience, and that of their successors for all time. They are aware
that the matter has not been hastily decided by the Government, for it is now
nearly four years and a half since it was first mooted, and they would be content
to abide by the decision communicated in the Proceedings of Government, Public
Department, 2nd instant, were it not that they feel convinced that the opinions
they have already ventured to submit have not received as much attention as
in truth they deserve. The Chamber are materially strengthened in this view
by the letter of the Director-General of the Post Office of India to your address,
under date the 15th June, which is contained in the Proceedings above referred to.
In that letter they are gratified to find that, though the Railway terminal site

was originally indicated by the then Director-General, after personal examination,
as the most suitable for the proposed office, the Head of the Department now very

courteously admits that the reasons advanced bv this Chamhber “are anite
sufficient to convince me of the propriety of reconsidering the question ;” and

that, - after endeavouring to dispose of some of the Chamber’s objections to the

terminal site, he concludes by observing that, “‘ under the above circumstances, the
Government of Madras will probably not object to take the question of the site of the
new Post Office into further consideration, giving full weight to all that has been or
may be said on the part of the mercantile community.” As this is with reference
to %he Chamber’s letter of the 24th April, which the Government were pleased to
refer to the Director-General for his opinion, the Chamber are necessarily disap-
pointed by the intimation that His Excellency "the Governor in Council “is of
opinion that sufficient grounds have not been shown for a reconsideration of the
decision that the General Post Office shall be located in the immediate vicinity of
the new Railway Station.” The Chamber may be pardoned for observing that
the grounds alleged have been deemed sufficient by the Head of the Department,
and that the Government have not as yet done the Chamber the honour of point-
ing out the peculiar advantages which the site indicated at John Pereira’s possesses
over thoss which are pateut on-the Isi Line Beach. And had the Chamber not
been led to believe that the disinclination to reconsider the question was entirely
confined to the Director-General, they would have solicited His Excellency the
Governor, shortly after his arrival, to permit a deputation from their body to wait
upon him, with a view to verbally explaining the many reasons that combine to
render the mercantile community solicitous for the adoption of a site on the
beach. ;

It is observed that the Government consider that ‘it would be impossible,
under any circumstances, without considerable additional cost and inconvenie]icc,
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to place the General Post Office in that part of the 1st Line Bea
contemplated, the sites assigned for the Te
Premises having absorbed the

ch originally
legraph Office and the Madras Bank
greater part of the frontage available.” The
Chamber admit that this new feature of the question under consideration demands
attention ; but at the same time they would ask the Government to bear in mind
that, on the 6th April 1868, or long before it was publicly known that other employ-
ment was contemplated for the space, the Chamber submitteq « that the spot
known as Abercromby’s Battery on the beach, which, it is believe
period been reserved by the Government for g General P
eligible site, and may thus be turned to profitable account, as well as to the adorn.
ment of the city.,” The Chamber do not contest the claims of the Telegraph Office
to a certain portion 'l Jonveni ite, nor do they question the
advisability of granting the Bank g portion of the available Space, but they still

think that room remains adequate for tle convenient accommodation of the
General Post Office, the importance of whose locati

d, has for a long
ost Office, is the more

t the Government have allotted
portion only of the Battery which lies to the

. t, and is bound by the Commissary-General's
Deptt, thus leaving the remainder of the Battery, or that portion of it which lies to

ﬂ.le south of the said street, and is bound by the Town Police Court, still at the
disposal of the Government. Tt woulq appear then to be easy to give the Bank the
Smaller and southern portion

OLthe Batrery, ana 1o Teserve tne nortnern section for
the accommodation, under one roof, of both the

Telegraph Ofice and the General
Post Office, There is no con i i

north of the Moosy Nallamootoo Stree

of things, prove considerably less than the aggregated cost of erecting two detached
buildings for the same purpose. It is understood that the estimate sanctioned by
the Government for the Post Office is Rupees 1,93,000, and that for the Telegraph

Office Rupees 1,52,000, or together Rupees 3,45,000, and that, if built together,
there will be a saving of fully 15

vemndahs, and fasado, Evensh

, the considerable areq now occupied by the Government
Granary, south of the Town Police Court, still remains, It is difficult to under-
stand how so valuable a site in the city has been so lon
account ; but it is a mere question of time when the granary is removed, and its
site occupied by public buildings, With a sea frontage of 160 feet and a depth
of 302 feet, the granary site is singularly well-adapted for the purposes of the two
offices. The Chamber beg further to point out that, at John Pereira's, a building
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i ittle or
i the Post Office would contribute lit

it is contemplated to provide for : : :
SHCh.as e c'(()i thepembellishment of the city ; whilst, supported by the Teleg;-f.pt
i t(()iw?; nsk of Madras in such a magnificent site as the beach, the fulles

a - .

ch::i?)l; I(leﬁ'ect: would be secured for its architectural merits.
P

: itted to point out that, as the Fort is the same

: < condu:;lon];];tz:;’ :: ifei:mfrom the ferminal site, it is a: matter of .compf:‘ra.
d.xsta.Il ce‘ e (:; that portion of the town whether one site is selected 1n' pre er;
tive mdlﬁ'erenﬁe 0 4 I:;hoice then lies between the reasonable convenience o
v o5 O't:he;lts traders, residents, and habituds, of 'Black Town an}(li ‘1lts
ik me; bs ;nd that of the comparatively few inhabitants of the sout ér y
no(lithee::t};;; ):;bu;bs who are large contributors to the revemlle 0£ thfi I;-O:;SF:)}:;
e : ] inal site centrical. Leavin
R T e e
b Of'the e % d r’e uire to make frequent reference to, the Post Office, -
extenS{vely use,Tan a‘,ln d must continue to be sofound as long as Madras retam’t’a
AR OWn’ial fatus.  As to the places ‘““served through Mafiras,
S P cor}?mle)lizector-(}eneral in his letter under notice, they comprise, h‘?
referr.ed to P}’ the d the Chamber, the Mount and Palaveram only, ar.1d in nel.tl.1e1
has himself mformeld commercial exigencies be found to grudge a slight .addxtl.on
ol T Wou'derable space of time needed for the carriage of the mails t_w,‘ce
A The Chamber may assume that the Post Office f‘utlfontle?’a
R flas Madm;. tion of the John Pereira site, will do all that lies in their
il i Of: 'thet at}?f evils that will unavoidably attend the removal .of -the head-
power to mitigate is peculiarly a commercial department from Proxmuty to the
quarters” of ‘what 1? lp interests, but it would obviously be expet?lent to antlcxp.ate
e commeml; exertions’ to facilitate postal commun.icatlon by -rendenng
the urgency SOSf‘;l rsyucand making the General Post Office wait on trade, instead of
them unnece )

trade on the General Post Office.

No. 74 ORDER THEREON, 14th September 1872, No. 1211.
0. .

i i s to communicate the above letter from the

s G(f)'vgmorflelx']:eco;i(}:xﬂ c!:;;lzi the Proceedings of Government, N?. 885,
Chan}bel‘ 3 2 ;md Auo’-ust 1872, to the Directors of the Madras Bank with the
.Pu?hcic. dat&lat :;lhe ass?g]]mellt by G. O., No. 722, Financial Departmenlt;, datfld
:)r:hlnl;lml:gmber 1871, of the site required for the Bank, on the gr:}\:nd.t: :ﬁ'jt:e :13
s issariat Mule Stables stand, between the Stamp Office an’ e si ;
R 90 h Office on the northern section of Abercromby.s Battery, eaves
i t'he Telegr‘;l_) : osal of Government on the North Beach available for placing
Rk a(t}th)zr;ls%ost Office there as desired by the Chamber. -
the new Ger 1(‘1 the Bank Directors think it advisable, under these cu'cumsta.rlxlci)s,

12'. Silsll(zltcheir lien on the site placed at their disposal,. the Gf)x;lerr:{lnel::i:?the?
e lr;(cllllo consider favourably the Chamber’s request, with which other ihey
prepar

are unable to comply.
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{
: 3... It is requested that the decision of the Bank Directors may be communi-
cated to Government at an early date,

4, Copy of these Proceedings will be furnished to the Chamber of Commerce.

(True Extract.)

Acting Under Secy. 1o Govt.

i To the Directors of the Bank of Madras, with Proceedings, No. S#b
: Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce.
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Commerce suggesting again the advisability of
building the new General Post Office on the North
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