Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department
14th August 1872.
RSOSSN IR

No. 95. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 30th
July 1872, No. 5203 (Miscellaneous) :—

Read the following letter from the President of the Local Fund Board, Salem
District, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Salem, 15th

July 1872, No. 431:—
With reference to the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 28th ultimo,
No. 4571, T have the honour to request you will be good enough to obtain the
ganction of Government, for the entertainment of a Euronean Overseer, on a salary
of Rupees 50 and horse allowance of Rupees 15 per mensem, for the roads on the

Shevaroy Hills.

9. These roads were until recently in charge of a Mussulman Maistry, under
the supervision of the Talug Overseer, who periodically visited the Hills and made
payments to the coolies.

3. The Maistry was believed not to be trustworthy, and great opportunities
of misapplication of funds at his disposal were open to him.

4, Every endeavour was made to maintain a thorough check against malver-
sation both by personal inspection of work by the Range Officer and by prepara-
tion of working estimates, according to which the road work was to be executed
but without much avail. ;

5. For, if these estimates could invariably be adhered to, there would be no

difficulty in keeping up the check. But, unfortunately, the roads on the Shevaroy
Hills are, during many months of the year, liable to be injured by heavy rain;
and in most cases the injuries are so sudden and serious as to require immediate
attention, in order to secure the roads from further deterioration.

6. In such cases, if the Taluq Overseer and the Range Officer are absent,
there is a wide margin open o the Maistry, who is the only person who is aware
of the nature and extent of the damages sustained by the roads, for fraudulent
overcharges.

7. The Talug Overseer cannot visit the Hills oftener, because of the more
important works of irrigation in the low country which occupy his time. Nor
could the Range Officer, whose range extends over half the district, do more than

occasionally inspect the work performed, and take measurements.

8. Under these circumstances, the Local Fuand Board considered the employ-
ment of a trustworthy Overseer for the roads on the Hills the only remedy against

abuses.

9. (Considering the nature of the climate of the Shevaroys, which is not
agreeable to natives, and in the absence of proper accommodation for a European
or an East Indian, the Board proposed to entertain the services of a European on a
salary of Rupees 50 and horse allowance of Rupees 15 per mensem, agreeing at the
same time to provide him with a house at Yercaud, in the hope that this increased
expenditure on account of supervision would be fully compensated by securing a

better quality of work for the outlay.
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10. The Board have resolved to defray the salary and horse allowance Offh
_ mew Overseer from the sums allotted to the roads on the Hills, which, amounting
~ o Rupees 5,600, can easily admit of this extra charge. .

The sanction of Government is solicited for the entertainment of an Overseer,
on a salary of Rupees 50 with a horse allowance of Rupees 15 a month, to super-
vise road work on the Shevaroy Hills. e 15

2. The allowances are to be paid out of the annual grants for mAnEing
roads on the Hills, so that no additional expense will be caused, and the service
will not qualify for pension. :

. 3. The Local Board expéct the best results from the presence on the spot of
& European Overseer who can be engaged on theso terms.
Ri% "~ (True Copy and Extract.) -
Ty o (Signed)  J. GROSE,
Secrelary-

No. 96, OroEr THEREON, 14th August 1872, No. 1079. >
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