Proceedings of the JIadras Government, Financicl I)epartméﬁt
10th August 1872,

No. 77. Read the following letter from the Assistant Secretary to the Govern-
ment of India, Financial Department, to the Chief Secretary to Govern-
ment, Fort St. George, dated Simla, 16th July 1872, No. 1208 (Accounts) :—

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 585, dated
29th April 1872, requesting a re-consideration of the Order, No. 2343, dated 28th
March 1872, in which it was directed that the grant for Provincial Public Works
ghould be fixed in October of each year,so as to admit of the submission of the
Provincial Public Works Estimate to the Department of Public Works at the same
time as the Imperial Estimates. :

9. In reply, I am directed to forward a copy of a niemorandum from this
Government in the Public Works Department, No. 563 A—G, dated 1st JUI}"
1872, and of its enclosure, and to state that, for the reasons given therein, the
Governor-General in Couneil is precluded from withdrawing the order dated Z;’Sth
March 1872. The date for the submission of the Provincial Public Works Budget
Estimate to the Government of India is altered, however, to the 15th February ?or
the future, instead of the 1st February as af present.

Memorandum from Secretary to the Government of India, Pablic Works Department, to the Secre-

tary to the Government of India, Financial Department, dated Simla, 1st July 1872, No.

563 A—G.

The undersigned is directed to acknowledge receipt of communication from the Financial De-
partment, No, 94, dated 20th May 1872, forwarding a letter from the Secretary to the Government
of Madras, requesting a re-consideration of the orders of the Government of India requiring that the
grant for Provincial Public Works should be fixed in October of each year.

2. In reply, the undersigned is desired to state that there would appear to be no necessity to
eancel the orders referred to. They are in accord with the practice followed by the Government of
India. That practice had its origin in a despatch from the Secretary of State, and has for its object
the preparation of Budget Estimates and the issue of orders thereon before and not after the year to
which the Budget relates has commenced. :

3. In requiring that the grant for Provinecial Public Works should be fixed in October, it is
ns intended that that grant should be considered final, or that it should not be increased

by no mea
or reduced as the circumstances of the ease may require. On the contrary, the orders referred to

lay down that the grant can be altered, The advantage gained by fixing the grant early in the year
is, that it enables the Public Works Administration to commence upon the compilation of: the
1get by the commencement of November, and to take such steps as may be necess: or the pre-
.aration of the detailed estimates for the several works which it may be desired to undertake during
To delay fixing the grant until the general Budget Estimate of Provineial
ure is made up would necessarily delay the preparation and submission of the

Buc
I
the ensuing year.
receipts and expendit
Public Works Budget, and would prevent careful consideration being given to the selection of the
 which funds should be provided. On this point attention is invited to paragraphs 4 to 6

works fo :
frong the Secretary of State, No. 7, dated 2nd February 1865, copy of which is

of the despatch
herewith forwarded.
4. For the reasons

India, it seems desirable that t
h year should still hold good. In consideration, however, that the time allowed by the

given in that despatch, and in the reply thereto by the Government of
he order requiring that the grant for Public Works should be fixed

early in eac
Government of India inel

Provincial Budgets the sar
could be allowed. And in this view the undersigned is desired to suggest that the grant for Public

Works should be required to be fixed by the end,of November, and the transmission of the Provisional
Public Works Budget estimate required to be submitted to the Government of India by the st
March instead of by the 1st February as at present. :

ades the time for consideration and issue of orders, while in the case of
otion of the Local Government alone i8 needed, some concession in dates
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