Frsaxciar. DEPARTMENT.

No. 1051.

Frox
Tue Hox. R. 8. ELLIS, c.».,

Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort St. George,

Tae SECRETARY t0o Tue GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
FixanciarL DepARTMENT.

Sir,

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 886, dated 4th
July 1872, communicating the decision of the Governor-General in Council
that the whole amount of the irrecoverable balance of the embezzlement by
Mr. Graham, the late Money Order Agent of Tinnevelly, shall be recovered from
the Collector, Mr. R. K. Puckle. This decision was communicated to Mr, Puckle
with a view to his submitting to the Government a more detailed report of the
manner in which the embezzlement occurred and any representation as to his own
responsibility which he wished to offer.

2. I am to submit, for the consideration of His Excellency the Governor-
General in Council, a copy of Mr. Puckle’s report, from which it will be observed
that Mr. Puckle acquiesces in the justice of the decision passed in his case; but he
at the same time represents the special press of business involved in his charge as
having caused his omission to obsgrve the rule under which he should from time
to time have tested the cash balance in the hands of the Money Order Agent.

3. I am to add that His Excellency in Council considers that Mr. Puckle has
in no degree exaggerated the exceptionally arduous nature of the duties which he
has performed with remarkable zeal and success, and that His Excellency ventures
to hope that, under these circumstances and as a special case, the Governor-General
in Council will see fit to exempt Mr, Puckle from liability for the losses incurred
by the embezzlement in question,

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

OOTACAMUND, Acting Under Secy. to Govt.,
5tk August 1872, for Chief Sceretary.

From R. K. PUCKLE, Esq., Collector of Tinnevelly, to the Chief Secretary to
Government, Fort St. George, dated Tippanampatti, 23rd July 1872,

No. 313.
In reply to Government Proceedings, No. 894, dated 16th instant, calling for
a detailed report as to the manner in which the embezzlement by the late Money
Order Agent occurred, and permitting me to submit any representation as to my
own responsibility that I may wish to offer, I have the honour to inform you that
Mr. Graham, an East Indian, the 1st Clerk in my office and Clerk in the Protest-
ant Church, was nominated by me as Money Order Agent in 1867, and from that
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. fraud), I never examined the cash balap

cash balance was, moreover, according to the rules for the

back again every morning, and thig cash balap
provided for in paragraph 23 of the rules,
2. On the 30th October 1871 the Aoeonnhnt,Genan]

of the fraud.
3. Asmentioned above, I had overlooked

e . Paragraph 23 of the ry) al
and believing that I had nothing to do wig, the Money Order Asonoy““ m
every confidence in the honesty of the Agent (whom | had promoted 0’0 be the Sea
Customs Superintendent of Tuticoriy only a few days before the discovery of the
¢¢, and in consequence of this omjss;
have been held personally answerable fo; the deﬁo::zy by the g:':mm” lno:

b
ment of India, I should have paid the money without furthﬂrrdmky ;.:li::c:;
Madras Government considerately allowed me to make I
wight wish on the subject, presentation as

4. This Government js aware that I any the only Colleetor

pcnann&tﬂmm Reportmbmittodinﬂobob.lm. : .
great care and attention and prolonged absence from it 2 ' waork necessitated

report will show, I grouped every village and classified neqr] eve
from the hills down o the sea, ¥ every field myself

on special duty, and from Madras | proceeded to England,
to this district till the ‘middle of November 1870,

till the middle of April 1871 I was absorbed in the inquiry into the
Public Works frauds in Tinnevelly, and during that pers Department of

exception
» When the institution
» laying out sehool unions, &e

visit the salt-pans and pearl-banks, and only returned in ¢
charge against the Money Order Agent,

6. Though the extra work I have had to do was muel of my own secking,
and is, therefore, no excuse for negleeting routine duties, still constant movement
and prolonged residence in camp, with the mind E iven up for the time to some
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Money Order Agent's possession. [
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