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FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT,

No. 782.

Frou
Tae Hox. R. 8. ELLIS, c.s.,
Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort St. George,
To
Tae SECRETARY 10 tuz GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.

SR,

With reference to the Resolution of the Government of India, Financial

Department, dated 23rd October 1871, No. 4510 (Accounts), paragraph 19, I am
directed to submit copies of eleven petitions presented to the Madras Legislative

Council during the years 1870 and 1871.
I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

Forr St. GEORGE, Cliief Secretary.
13¢h December 1871,

Exd, J, Wright,
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From
The Chicf Seoretary to Government,
Fort 8¢, George,
.’-_F(fo
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Dated 13tk Deeember 1871,

Recd,
T
No. 782,
Enclosure,
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Subragtiatlz cOpE of elevén pétitions presented

ta the M;" . Thebielative Councll duripg 18570-71,

b AT

To tar RienT HONOUBABLE THE GOVERNOR v COUNCIL,
Fort Saint George.

2 The humble petition of the undersigned and of
those who have made their pen-marks here-
under, inhabitants of Ramachendrapuram Talug,
Godavery District.

The Bill of 1870 provides thata tax is to be imposed upon all houses in the villages from
Rapees 1 to 4 according to the various classes of +he houses, and that all cultivators of land are
to be charged at the rate of one anna in the rupee, (instead of as at present six pice, under the head
of Road-cess,) for the conservaney of the villages, and for the construction of Talug Cutcherries,
jails, and roads. Itis stated that a tax called Moturpha which was paid to Government in this
country for a long time having been discontinued, the tax now provided in the Bill is not a new
one. In governing India, the British Government express their desire to treat India in the same
manner as England, their mother country.

2. To administer justice toall classes alike in the countries subject to their royal protection,
and to ensure prosperity, is the duty of Government.

3. No land revenue is levied in England, tut other incomes derived by Government in that
country are applied to the improvement of the presperity of the people of that country.

4. Tn India alarge sum of money is realzed from land revenue, and that money is not
expended for the benefit of the people of this comntry. Offices of high emolument are conferred
upon Europeans, and those of small pay are giver to natives.

5. In consequence of the prospects held ous by Government of employing natives who are as
well-educated as Europeans in such situations, rome of the natives in the Presidency of Bengal
have passed the same examinations as the Europans. Some European Officers have often pleaded,
in public Councils, that, to employ natives in hizh offices and to place Europcans under them as
their assistants, is beneath their dignity.

6. If high appointments are given to natives it will not be necessary to give them high sala-
ries like the Europeans. They will be satisfiel with half of it, and thereby the expenditare of
the administration will be decreased, and loyalt; and faith among natives will increase.

7. Further, those officers state that native officers should not be appointed as Justices of the
Peace, and that natives being disqualified to adninister justice towards Europeans, the latter alone
should be appointed to that office. The office »f Justices of the Peace should only be given to
qualified persons, and how is it that persons not qualified are appointed to administer justice
towards natives? Is this rule based on the consideration that a European should not appear before
a native to take his trial ? This is doubtful.

8. The Government have provided several means of assistance to their Europeans in England
in acquiring various arts and sciences, and, by importing European goods into this place, the work
which was formerly done in this country by the several artists has decreased.

9. In the Bill made, in 1870, for increasing the Municipal Fund, it is provided that schools,
dispensaries, poor-houses, ‘and police should be maintained from the local funds, and that Govern-
ment should be relieved from this expenditure.

10. In the produce realized by a ryot of this.country by his bodily labour performed, until
the blood in his body is converted into the gweat of his brow, the Government agreed to receive as
their assessment the remainder of the produce after deducting the ryots’ wages and capital.
Government, considering that they will lose their claim «n the Inam lands if they do not levy
any rent from those lands which were enjoyed by the people of this country as Inam from time
immemorial, have charged quit-rent under Acts LV. of 1831, XXXL of 1836, and XXIII. of

1838, and uuder Act 1V. of 1862, and therefore say that they have a special right in them.
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i 11. Faurther, they have issued titIe-de@f?s setting forth that they would not at any time and
10 any way interfere with the Inams except for the collection of the fixed rent. After conferring
such a privilege, they made and brought into force Act No. XXIIL. of 1869, imposing a tax upon
the income derived from such lands,

12. Besides this, the Roa
income of the Tnamdar., In the

13. Tt is not just of the State declining + )
administering Justice, for Jails in which the crimj
obliging the people to pay for the same.

15. In an equitable Governm

armies will be necessary. At the time of the n
of the Madras Presidency, wi

behaved as bravely as the European Regiments,
have been concerned in the mutiny.

and no separate
» the Native Army
ith zeal and loyalty
idency appeared to

their caste ang religion, and w
Further, no man in this Preg

16. Under these circumstan,

this district the man who occupies it ean get oily an anna ang four pice a-day if he gets work,
and a woman one anua, and this ig barely sufficimnt for conjee and rice for both of them and the
have to borrow to buy the salt required to be miged with the conjee, ’ A

: > and it is diffiey]¢ for him to
#ave up a rupee to pay the tax for his houge, Provision is made in the Bill to exempt the poor
but in exempting the poor rich men will also be‘included, and thus the rich will be considere(i
poor, and the poor rich. This distinction can ha:dly be made.

18. From time immemorial a tax under tie name of Moturpha wag usually levied in thig
country by the State from the trading community @ly. Under Act No, XXII

- L of 1869 all classes
in India are at present subject to Income-tax, Pirhaps this was forgotten at the time the Bill in

question was made, or it would not haye been provided that the taxes propos
lien of Moturpha.

this more effectually a provision might be made in the Penal Code, in a revision of the same.

20. We beg to state, therefore, that Government should treat all the people in the territories
under their administration on equal terms ; that the revenue collectod in England is applied to the
benefit of the people of England ; that there is no land revenue in England ; that the Government
get a very large income by land revenue in India; thet India is becoming impoverished by the gradual
increase of the revenue derived from Stamp, Salt, Sea-Custom, Income-tax, Toddy, Arrack, late
Road-cess, Fines, &e.; that it is not proper to build from those incomes alone Talug Cutcherries and
Jails ; that it is not just, after once agreeing in accordance with the permanent puttahs not to require
tax in future from Zemindaries and Inam Jirayathi lands, to take taxes from them by other means ;
that by employing Europeans in high offices, and excluding natives therefrom, the money of this
country is only taken to England, and the people of this country are not benefited thereby ; that

' . them, and the armies
1 and ioyalty created among )

VA in those offices, and zea . ; ts, the people
i bef empmyeivlilnl be lesened’; that for the ¢xpenses mcurret.l in o-ther a}:ia: rdi il s
reduced, th‘.adexpem;}e;Zuld not be held responsible ; tfa.t fhoilg;l (;)rowsu;x;tlih!: peria e e
of this Presidency & {1l suffer hardship by beng included amon i %o £

fill they will gufier ich ; that provision is already made for
exempt the poor, still they the poor and fhe rich ; that pr .

i thtinie ML BRADH i i illage clean ; that rules may be
A the houses and strests in the villag 3 LR
ishing those who do not keep t will be unjust to consider that the tax

punishing t more effectually ; and that ‘t wi oo vt
. the latter was formerly
e hat it is only in lieu of Moturpha, because y ied on
is not a new one and that i Tncomo-tax which is now slso Tevied o
proposed 18 DO d merchandize, when there wes no Incom ; Richt
i ; President, the Rig
levied only on trade and m 869. We, therefore, request the ; :
o« XX SoE 1869, > R that the Bill
L undeGl‘ Aei;ol: (;n Council, and the Membirs of the Legl_slatlve Counecll:3 e s
Honourable the zvuble the road-cess now paid ab the rate of six pice per rup::i tiat S
oy St tota: varying from Rupees 4 to 1, be not brought into force, an ;
which imposes a
ay thereby be protected. _ A Landred and
s ;;1 ; bove petition has been signed and pen-marks made the?ﬁm :Z sIe’:;:ru Kajulury,
2; ' r:o::s who are the inhabitants of the villages of Kolanka, Pillanka, s
-live pe 4 ‘ .
;??zakapulily and Bhattapolika, and is herewith forvarded.

translation.) ‘
e r(:;gned) T. G. M. LANE, Lieut.-Colonel,

Telugu Translator to Government.

Exd. J. Wright.
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Government of Fort Saint George,
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

|

PAPERS

RELATING TO

(No. 10).

The * Madras Local Funds' Bill,”

_ Petition from the Inhabitants of Ramachendrapooran
Taluqg in the Godavery District. : F

To
Tz HON. MEMBERS oF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL ar
; i MADRAS.
The humble petition of the inhabitants
of Salem.
SHOWETH,

That your petitioners have, with much pleasure, read certain provisions of the
Towns' Improvement Bill, 1870, in whiea the Government evidence an anxious
desire for the well-being and advancement of the people of this Presidency ;
whereas they are much concerned and greatly dissatisfied and disappointed at
certain other sections of the Bill.

9. That they are desirous of bringing to your notice the undesirableness of
retaining those sections in the Bill, and the inaptitude of those provisions to this
country. & :

3. That,in Section 39 of the Bill, it is stated that funds may be raised by a
tax upon marriage in Section 64, and in the succeeding ones is given & detailed

" aecount of the way in which it is to be assessed, and in Schedule C., appended to

the Bill, are fixed the rates to be levied upon marriages.
4. That the expenses connected with marriage among the natives of this

country are purely of a religious nature, and not incurred (except in some rare
instances in the Presidency Town) out of other and less excusable motives. More-
over, such expenses are sanctioned by taeir sacred laws for the performance of
certain rites, and the omission of the same to save expenses renders the marriage
itself irreligious.

5. That it would be a great burder to the people if they were obliged to
pay an exorbitant tax in addition to unsvoidable and necessary expenses which
their religion enjoins them to undergo before a marriage ceremony could be
performed, and which even by itself they are now hardly able to bear. :

6. It is by no means reasonable fo‘v:gm'ppose that, because a single individual

wastes his wealth and squanders away his whole property in vain pomp and idle

pageantry, every one must do the same.

7. That the necessity of taking out a license previous to a marriage will be
particularly inconvenient to the natives, asit is their practice to fix upon a marriage
in no time, and complete it in less, and &s boys and girls who attend a marriage
as mere spectators are themsclves engs red to each other and married at the
approach of the auspicious time appointed for the principal marriage.

8. That the imposition of this duty will virtually cause the people to adopt

_one of two alternatives, namely, that of;hblding their faith subject to an impost,

or of leading an immoral life.

9. That such a choice being given to a nation is more consonant with the
arbitrary rule of a Mahommedan despot, than of the mild and beneficial British
Government. J
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10. That, although this tax has many times been hinted at by several persons,
it has always been rejected as being unsuitable to this country, and unprece-
dented, not having been imposed by any of the former rulers of Ind.w.. | '

11. That your petitioners furthen beg to refer to the provisions in the Bill
for making the Municipalities contributp towards the maintenance of the police.

12. That they submit that it is one of the first duties of Government to
protect the life, liberty, and property of its subjects, and to keep up the police
for this purpose.

13. That it would be a great drain upon the Municipal funds of a town
to have to pay the police; and in consequence the purposes for which this Act

is passed will fail to be carried out on account of the inadequate means at the
command of the Municipality. :

14. That it is unjust to call upon them to pay for what the Government
are in justice bound to keep up from general revenue, as is clearly shown by an
Honourable Member of your Council in his Minute, dated 25th June last, published
in the Supplement to the Foré Saint George Gazette.

15. That it is unfair to make the funds of one Municipality to go towards
the support of another, as is provided in Section 31. ;

16. That the objects for which the Local Funds and Towns’ Improve-
ment Acts are passed, namely, that of making each district and town contribute

towards its own improvement, will be frustrated by such a provision as the one
last alluded to. ’

17, That it is undesirable that more collections than are absolutely neces-
sary for the maintenance of a Municipality should be made in it.

18. That they further beg to s.tate.that it would press hard upon the poorer
classes to be obliged to pay for the use of the ordinary hurial and burning-grounds,
as is mentioned in Section 142 of the Bil.

'19. That, although the above taxes are, for the most part, left to the option of
the Commissioners, still, the need of funcs for carrying out the various projects: for

promoting the convenience and comfort of the Municipality would necessitate
recourse being had to the above provisions in the Act.

20." That in consequence your pefitioners and others will, be mbjectéd» to
great hardship and suffering, and that they, therefore, with great submission and

- humility, request that those parts of the Bill they take exception to as above may;
be expunged from it before it is passed into law.

(Signed) 8. GOPALA CHARRY,
- i and 298 others.
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Government of Fort Saint George,
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

|

PAPERS

(No. 8).

RELATING TO

The “ Towns’ Improvement Bill, 1870.”

Petition from the Inhabitants of Salem.

e A

"have forgotten the various disturbances to
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To - | '
His ExceLrENcy THE RIGHT Honovm%u e GOVERNOR 1x COUNCIL,
Port Saint George, Madras.

The most humble representation of the
Ve e T
inhabitants of Vizianagram, in the
- Vizagapatam District, regarding the
{ Towns' Improvement Bill No. 1 of 1870.

i

Most RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH, :
That, since Hindoostan has had the fortune of being ruled by the Honour-

able British Government, which is the fountain of compassion and justice, its

inhabitants have always been enjoying such great tranquillity and happiness as to
which they were most frequently subjected

during the Mahomedan Government.

9. That for a generous conqueror
always just to be so benevolent as to think
abilities of his subjects, as also the state of th

them with peace. A
of object of the Honourable British Government has been to

3.  That, as the chi
improve the welfare of its subjects, it has obtained the brightest renown all over the

world, and the inhabitants of the Madras Presidency have with heartfelt gratitude
and loyalty been constantly praying to the Almighty to bestow on the Honourable

Government every Success and prosperity.

4. That petitioners most humbly beg leave to represent that all the works
necessary for the improvements of their town have been completed by funds
collected by the Municipal Officers of this place during late years, and Dispensaries,
Poor Houses, and Choultries, as well as English, Sanscrit, Persian, Urdu, and
Telugu schools and Female schools have been established by His Highness the
Maharajah of Vizianagram, and many of the students are being supplied with food-

and clothes, and, therefore, nothing is wanting to complete the improvement of
their town.

5. There seems to be no ground to cause the inhabitants of this town to pay
the wages of the Police ; they are already paying all expenses required for the
safety of their lives and property, and it does not seem just thatthey should also
pay to Government revenue for their lands, for salt, stamps, sea-customs, abkarry,
and income-tax, &c., &c., and yet the present income is quite enough to maintain
the Police of this town. ‘ :

6. Several taxes are being collected from one and the same source, viz., the tax
called ¢ Land Revenue,” which has been assessed on the produce remaining after
deducting the cost of labour and outlay of aryot; the next is the income-tax, assessed
on the profits which are allowed toa ryotin lieu of wages for his labour and outlay ;
third, road-cess ; fourth, salt; fifth, stamp, (if the ryot should have to write a
document to borrow money to enable him to carry out his livelihood, and the
outlay on his cultivation) ; sixth, registration fee ; seventh, house-tax; cighth, cart-

who subdued a country by his valour it is
thoroughly of the troubles, comforts, and
o times and country, and to govern
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tax ; ninth, abkarry ; and tenth, the marriage-tax now under consideration. In
like manner several taxes have been imposed under different names on Zemindars,
Inamdars, and merchants on their incomes, although Government have granted title

deeds with conditions expressing that /it would only collect from them the
permanent peishcush and quit-rents respectively.

7. God has created man and woman for the progress of the world, and it is
His sanction that they should marry each other, and it is, therefore, not Just that a
tax should be levied on the celebration of marriages.

8. It isstated in the Bill that, as the Hindoos spend large sums of money
on wedding occasions, it will not be troublesome for them to pay to their rulers a
tax (from 1 rupee to Rupees 200) on such amount of expense as would exceed
Rupees 20, and petitioners most humbly beg leave to represent that this tax is

troublesome to Hindoos under reasons specified below, din 4

9. Neither Hindoos nor Mahomedans have such large incomes as Euro ans;
on the contrary, they are in very poor condition on account of the enhlz)ien' d’
prices of different provisions existing for some years, There are two vrs s l
things to be carried out during a Hindoo wedding, namely, first, giving a cerpta_nclpa
as dowry to the bride ; and second, supplying relations and ,guestsbwith fo:)?ls::c;
presents of clothes. Out of the large number of people who celebrate marriaces in
the space of one year, perhaps there may be only one-sixteenth that could Zﬁ’ord
from their stores to spare money for celebrating martiages, and one-eighth thatcould
raise money by mortgaging their lands or houses, and the rest have no means to
vrocure money except by begging for a number of years. It is most frequently
seen in these parts of the country what great trouble and fatigue they endurg
and what pitiful humbleness they exhibit, for raising money by begging. ,

10. It is a great pity that people who have mortgagaod their lands or houses
or sometimes both together, to get funds for marriages, are in several cases unabl(;
to liquidate their debts loaded with heavy interests, and consequently they are
deprived of the property they have mortgaged.

11. In support of the above facts, it is further represented as follows:—when
a weak man, having already on his head a heavy load, is groaning and complaining
that he camnmot bear i, would it be just to add at least one tola of weight to hit;

burden, or would it be generous to force him to bear the additional load for
the reason that he could bear a heavy burden ?

12, The deficit of the Indian Budget of last year was made up by raising the
value of the salt, and income-tax is also being collected.

13. P. Srinivasarow Puntalu Garu, the late Principal Sudder Ameen of
Vizagapatam, with a view to relieve the people from the burden of the Stamp Act,
had submitted a suggestion stating that it would be convenient for the people to
pay a certain sum to the Government under the name of a marriage-tax. That
suggestion, in the humble petitioners’ opinion, has, instead of producing the desired
effect, favoured to organize a Bill for the marriage-tax.

14. If the Honourable Government will be graciously pleased to borrow from
the wealthy people of India the amount that they may seem to be in need of and
grant bonds to them, the emergency will be cleared very easily and the creditors
will be happy, for in course of certain years they may obtain interest as much as
the principal, and whenever they please they may likewise recover the principal by
selling their bonds to some other party.

Cmmm
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. fore, most respectfully solicited that the Honourable Govern-

15. ShaEcis leased to take the abovementioned circumstances nto

S}iy : erescind the marridge-tax proposed in the Bill above
S0 re

¢ of justico and benevolence the most humble petitioners
ct o ;

ment will be graciou
due consideration,. an
referred to, for which 3 " |

s 1 ever pray- *
shall, as 1 duty bound, (Sig‘ncd) ], et 4 LG OBADEA “RATD:
") & NARASINGA ROV,
; and 118 others.

VIZIANAGRAM, (
0tk July 1870 k-

Exd. A.S. Rodgers.




Government of Fort Saint George
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT,

PAPERS

No, @)

RELATING TO
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usg’ Improvement Bill, 1870,”
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Tue HoNoURABLE MEMBER: ' THE LecistATiveE Couxcir,
Madras.
fhe Memorial of Hindoos, Mahomedans,
Traders, Mirasidars, and.others, resid-
ing at Pundy and Negapatam and
other places in the District of Tanjore.

We hear with deep regret that a 7 1is to be passed authorizing the taxation
chalf of the fu. s of Municipal Boards in connexion with
_behalf of local funds in places situate

d tax will not be felt by people who lay

of marriages, both on b
the improvement of towns, and also ¢
without towns, on the ground that the gai
out immense sums of money on marriages.

9. The number of wealthy men residing in t
small, and, even among them, comparafively few spend money in nautches and the
like; the generality content themselves with such expenditure only as 18 absolutely
necessary for the due performance of religious ceremonies, entertaining friends and
relatives, and the bestowal of alms; and, to meet even this, many have, according
to sell or mortgage houses, lands, and other property, to borrow,
When marriages themselves have thus to be conducted, through
Jing of joy can the amount of fee be superadded

owns and large villages is but

to circumstances,
and also to beg.
begging and the like, with what fee

to the sum to be begged for.
3. Further, the aid of friends being indispensable to
dge of the amount of inconvenience to be endured

s regular work, and to dance attendance at the
and others, to have the amount of fee fixed, and

wards procuring articles

for the purposes of a marriage, ju
when one has, besides, to leave hi
offices of Municipal (Commigsioners,
to obtain permission to celebrate the marriage.

4. People say that nothing will have to be paid if the expenditure to be
incurred falls below 20 Rupees; but not even a pariah or pullan, subsisting by daily
labour, can possibly keep within such limits.  If, therefore, every one, including
pariahs and pullans, is to attend day after day at the office of Municipal Commis-
sioners to be taxed, to appeal in case of excess, and to abide decision before a
marriage can be commenced, what more annoying processcan men be put through.

5. Thissystem is directly opposed to the principle that, under British Govern-
ment, each man is a free agent. As matters go, it is with considerable difficulty

that one can bring about a single marriage during a lifetime; even this small

happiness will now be reduced by the idea ever present that a fee on it must be paid

to Municipal (Commissioners.
6. . The custom of Hindoos is generally to entertain the idea of a marriage one

day, and to cclebrate the marriage the next; it is rarely that much time passes
between a betrothal and & marriage, nothing like the long period allowed to
intervene among Christians. These (latter) people do not also lay out much money
on such occasions, and will not, in consequence, be liable to taxation.

7. Moreover,the principle of exacting fees on account of marriages will operate
rather as a bar to acts of charity than an encouragement; for, if the amount of fee
leviable is to be proportioned to the expenditure proposed, most people will endea-
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vour to curtail expen: d1tnreby e
to pay will also lead to false s

additionally, interference in rehgmm ces on the part of Gowrnmeﬂt
- 8. Hitherto, religious and jbmﬂdmgs and endowments have been

- exempted from similar charges; it , be a source of misery to people to -
be now called upon to pay foran o like ﬁa.ma.ge connected with religion.

9. The already existing tax on in€omings is a grievous burden, much more
grievous will it be if outgoings also are
~ 10. The undersigned, therefore, h Lovo'that s Honouiibla Members

~of the Legislative Council will take all this into consideration, and not pass any

enactment legalizing a tax on marriages.
f&gned) PUNDI MEERUS,

£ 4 ) VEERAPPAH, :
and 1820 others.
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Government of Fort Saint George.
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT,

PAPERS

(No. 11).

RELATING TO

The “ Towns’ Imyp
owns' Improvement Bill, 1870.”

Mcmﬁri\:gl from the Tnhabitants and Miragidars of Pund
and Negapatam, &e., in the Tanjore District o

|
l
|
|
\

|

gt HON. THE GOVERNOR 1x COUNCIL,
Fort Saint George.
The huriible petition of the undersigned
* inhabitants residing in the District of
Nellore.
A Bill is proposed for the imposition of a tax of marfiage ceremoniés, and
will probably become law in India.
9, Such a tax was hever imposed, proposed, nor collected under any former

Governmient.
3. The Government has imposed an Income-tas, and other taxes are also paid

by the people; such as Road-cess and Municipal-tax.
4. The above taxes are imposts on profits, and notwithstanding that, bear

grievously on the people.

5. Marriage ceremonies are not celebrated
its peculiar rites as prescribed in its own religion.

6. Among Europeans marriages are 'performed in a style suitable to the
circumstances of the parties concerned, and the status of the husband in relation to
his ability to support his wife is previously ascertainable, hence with them the tax

will be easily payable ! (determinable).

7. Not so with Hindoos, among whom marriage

minority as well as majority of the contracting parties.

husband 1s indeterminable, and his ability to support &

by the parents at the time of the marriage.
8. Further Hindoos not only spend their previously accumulated wealth on
but get into debt in addition. Thus they are no gainers by

To His ExCELLENCY taE RIG

alike by all sects, but each sect has

s are celebrated during the
The futare status of the
family is not inquired into

marriage ceremonies,
o raise a sufficiency

marriage.
oorer Hindoos mortgage their property

9. Some of the p
to celebrate a marriage, and others again obtain the necessary fands by charity.

y admitted that the majority of Hindoos in debt are those

10. It is generall
who borrowed money for marriage purposes, the minority for other purposes.

11. If the tax is to be imposed on all alike the poorer people will be the

sufferers.
12. A tax on Hindoo marriages is an impost on losses, and not like other taxes

on profits.

13. Although itis stated in the schedule that the tax will operate on those only
whose marriage expenses exceed twenty rupees, the exemption, it is evident, will
reach nobody, as very few cases indeed, even among the poorest classes, oceur in
which the outlay will be below this figure. Cases of exemption under other
enactments do occur, put under this there would be no exceptions whatever. The
difficulty of collection to Government will be as great as the inconvenience to

the payer.
The tax will further operate most prejudicially on those bound by religious

vows to celebrate their marriages at famous temples.

V&N

N



A
.

I

14. Government, whose duty it is to help the people to comply with the
requirements of their religion, are, by this enactment, inducing them to act in
opposition thereto ; thus to bring themselves under the exceptions of the Aect, people
will, in violation of the express commands of their sacred books, contract marriages
privately. :

15. By this impost the poor will be oppressed more than the rich.

16. A tax which oppresses the poor, which has never before been imposed and
which affects a ceremony which is not performed with grandeur proportioned to an
individual's wealth, is a great evil. We, therefore, beg that this petition may be
fully considered, and that the Rill may not be passed into law.

NELLORE, (Signed) = THEROOMALAY CHETTY,
13th August 1870. R VENCATASAWMY NAIDOO,

and 1044 others,

Exd. J. Wright.
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lGovomment of Fort Saint George.
* LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. -

|

PAPERS

(No. 7).

RELATING TO

The * Towns' Improvement Bill, 1870.”
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seeds, and having collected the leaves under the trees, aud with them having cyoked
the above, barely support life. /

¢ 10. To impose a House-tax and an Income-tax on If“"ms:.&cg}ﬂ{e people
of hamlets who are in such a condition a8 has been descnbedbg {great hardship.

We, therefor e, request that our prayer may be taken intflb;}?)’ﬁr honourable consi-

deration, and the Bill prevented from conping into foyas”
(Signed) by 24 inha i'_caxt‘é of Kotthavalasa.

C ) byst "848 Nidigattu.
ey by 11 do. Nerellavalasa.
s ) by B Jayantiagraharam.
(» ) by8 do Bapalauppada.
{5 Dby 4l do. Thatithurru.

(5 ) by26 do Thallavalasa.

( » ) by89 do. Vellanki.

(.5 ) by3F “Ed Peddipalem.

( ) by 3 Vemulavalasa.

(True translation.)

(Signed)  T.G. M. LANE, Lieut.-Colonel,
Telugu Transiator to Government.



Government of Fort Saint George.
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

PAPERS

RELATIVE TO

(No. 4).

The * Local Funds Bill, 1870.”

Petition from the inhabitants of certain villages attached
to the Sub-Magistrate’s Division of Bimlipatam,
Vizagapatam District.

To
THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY 10 GOVERNMENT,
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT,
, Fort Saint George.
The humble petition of the townspeople of
Madura.
SHOWETH,

That your memorialists beg to bring to the notice of the Madras Legislative
Council the following opinions expressed by the undersigned inhabitants of Madura
regarding the Towns' Improvement and Eocal Funds’ Bills.

9. Your memorialists are of opinion that, in the present state of Hindoo
society, the introduction of the two Bills in question is uncalled for, unnecessary,
and impolitic. With reference to the first (Towns’ Improvement Bill), the present
Act (X of 1865) is amply, and, your memorialists can state, more than sufficient to
meet the wants of the various towns. Your memorialists wish to state that the
sources of taxation under the present enactment itself are too many and the taxes s0
unequal, that your memorialists, in addition fo the heavy burdens laid upon them
by some irregularities in the Imperial exchequer, are subject to heavy taxes, which

overweigh them, and which almost tire their patience. Your memorialists are

acknowledged to be the most loyal and peaceable subjects of Her Most Gracious

Majesty, and it is nothing but driving them to the very verge by imposing upon them
such burdens. The great mistake lies in comparing India with England. Your

memorialists cannot herein conveniently contrast the two countries and show their

variance. They Wish to state that the conditions of the two countries are as opposed

to each other as any two opposite things in the world. It s, therefore, a great error

to carry the English ideal and to apply it to Hindoo towns.

3. With reference to the second (the Local Funds’ Bill), your memorialists beg
to state that the reasons in the foregoing part of their memorial apply to 2 greater
extent.

4. Your memorialists, while expressing their entire approval of the memorial
presented by their fellow-countrymen of Madras, wish to dwell particularly” upon
the marriage-tac, which your humble memorialists are of opinion will not only be a
souree of oppression, but will also affect seriously the feelings of the people at large.
Marriage is with the Hindoos, unlike with the European, a religious and not a civil
contract. A Hindoo is enjoined to enter into a married life not only for the
happiness of this world, but also for redemption in ‘a future state. 'The money
spent on such occasions is chiefly laid out on ritual performances and similar cere-
monies. The costly festivities are confined only to the wealthier few. Turning
to the practical working of the tax it will be quite impossible to ascertain the amoung
to be spent in @ marriage until after its completion ; the annoyance arising from the
levy of the tax will be intolerable. Your memorialists are told that these taxes are
intended to relieve the Imperial exchequer. They wish to observe that, if the
principle of decentralization be adopted, and if our Presidency, which is acknow-

ledged to contribute more and receive less, be left to make its own arrangements of |




its finances, contributing only a proportibnz(te share towards the maintenance of the

| ; .
I Imperial Government, the amount already collected through the various sources

of taxation will amply suffice to meet both the Imperial and local demands.

5. Under these circumstances, and considering the many burdens to which
your memorialists are subject, viz., the increased salt duty, the stamp duty (which
is higher than in any other country in the world), and the income-tax of 31

. ks s per cent.
your memorialists beg to urge upon the Legislative Council the nexpediency o;'
passing the two Bills.

MaDURa, [ (Signed) T. RUNG R()W,
29th October 1870. and 40 others,

Exd. A. S. Rodgers.
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Government of Fort Saint Gleorge,
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT,

PAPERS

(No. 183).

RELATIVE TO

The ¢ Towns' Improvement Bill, 1870,
and
The “Madras Local Funds' Bill.”

Petition from the inhabitants of Madura.
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