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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Depaﬂment,
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Read the following papers:—
No. 41. From the Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, to the Chief
Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George; dated Madras, 24th
October 1871, No. 4480.
In reply to Government Order, No. 414, dated 31st August 1871, I am directed
to state, that the Board of Revenue are very much opposed to the proposed intro-
duction of the decimal subdivision of the Rupee.

9. They entirely concur :n the views expressed by Mr. Gay; and, while

fully admitting the great superiority of the decimal system of notation in the
manipulation of elaborate accounts and figured statements, they believe that any
attempt to introduce it into the country generally would not only fail utterly, but
would cause the greatest possible inconvenience and injury to the poorest classes.
All the business transactions of this country are expressed in sixteenths, and the
great majority of the people have not yet anlearnt the use of the old pagodas,
fanams, and cash. It is to be feared that another fresh mode of expressing
accounts would lead to very great confusion for an almost indefinite period, and

for no commensurate advantage.

3. If it were possible to introduce the decimal system into the accounts of
all public offices, without interfering with the mode of expressing themselves by
the people generally, a beginning might be made with safety, and it is possible
that the system might gradually so commend itself to the public that it would be
adopted voluntarily, and then perhaps the introduction of coinage to correspond
might be effected without fear of creating discontent.

4. The very prolonged and elaborate processes of the survey and settlement
have in this way familiarized the people of the districts concerned with the acre
and its decimal subdivisions, so much so that even the most ignorant are rapidly
adapting themselves to the new terminology, and learning to express themselves in
acres and cents when conversing with officers of Government ; but in the case of
land measures, there is none of the difficulty and inconvenience involved in the
existence of a double currency circulating at the same time,

—

No. 42, Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 18th November 1871,
No. 4097. /

Read Proceedings of Government, Financial Department, dated 18th October 1871..

No. 581.

The Board are informed that the sowears, chiefly Gujarati and ‘Marwari,
calcalate the interest on all their accounts in * Docras” or Decimals of a Rupee.
This is found arithmetically very convenient, ‘ . :

9. An example is given separately.

3. This fact secms to afford some corroboration of the view taken by the
Board in their Secretary’s letter, dated 24th October 1871, No, 4480, namely, that
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the Decimal system might be advanta

gradually (perhaps) into other ace
called for,

geously introduced into the publie, and
ounts without any change of currency being

(True Extract.)

(Signed) J. B. PENNINGTON,

_ Acting Secretar
To the Chicf Secretary to Government, iyl £

Fort Saint George, with an enclosuye.

S—

Exameres of caleulation by the Docra or Decimal system in use amongst the Sowcars.

Supposing 1,000 Rupees borrowed at 12 per cent. interest on the 10th March 1871, to have

been repaid as follows :—
200 on 6th April 4. e, after o

7 days.
200 on 9th do. Sl
200 on 5th May 56
200 on 10th June 92 i
200 on 9th July 121 #

‘ The Sowear caleulates the interest thus -
200X 27 =180 Docras,

: 200X 32 =200 do.
200X §$ =3731 do,
200 $2 =6131 do.

200 X 12} =8062 do,

Total... 2,1731 21731 :
f otal... 2,178} do. or T Rupees = interost = Rupees 21.11.8,
And the interest on 1 Rupee at one per cent. per mensem is calculated thus ;—

At 1 per cent, for one Rupee for one day = % Docras.

» 2 do, do. do. e X i %

S B do. do. =5 do.

s 4 do. do. do, =2 do.

PR R do. do. =3 do.

s» 20 do. do. do. 8= 3 do.

For For Interest

Rs. days. Docras,

200 X 27 X 4 interest = 180 at 1 per cent.

200 X 27 x & do. =360 at2 do. .

200 X 27 x & do. =540 at 3 'do.
200 x 27 x 4% do. =720 at4 do.

o

>

Py - and 8o on. g
For 100 Rupees for one month the interest is 5 Rupees = 500 Déeras,
,s 1 Rupee do. = 5"
»» 1 Rupee for one day do. = Docras.
The basis of the calculation of course being that M’M interest
' of annual interest. RO = T i Redne

Revexve Boarp Orricg, (Signed)
Mapras, 15tk November 1871.

J. B, PENNII\'G'.FON,

dcting ;S'ccrctu)'g/.
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No. 43. From the €hairman, Chamber of Commerce, to the Chief Secretary
to Government, Fort Saint George; dated Madras, 7th October 1871.

Agreeably with the request contained in the order of the Madras Govcrmrient,
31st August No.414, recorded in their Proceedings of the same date, I have now
the honor to communicate the views of this Chamber regarding the proposed
decimal subdivision of the Rupee.

2. Itis observed that the present discussion has arisen in connection with
the decimilization of the Rupee which will take effect in Ceylon from the 1st Janu-
ary next; and that the chief advocate of the change that is proposed in India, is
Mr. Guildford L. Molesworth, who appears to have takén a very active part in
securing the acceptance of the decimal system in that Colony. What Mr. Moles-
worth’s opportunities may have been for gauging the habits and wishes of the
people of this large Empire, the Chamber have no means of ascertaming ; but as
he commits himself, in his Memorandum of the 10th July last, to the assertions
that (7) “the natives will receive the new tokens as readily as they receive the
existing tokens;” (9) “ the lower classes have no attachment to the existing copper
tokens;” and (16) * the native mind is not averse to decimilization;” it is difficult
for the Chamber to avoid the conclusion that these opportunities have been few, or
have been too limited in their scope, to justify his, as yet, influencing the Govern-
ment of India in a matter in which a ripe knowledge of native habits of thought is
indispensible to sound legislation. Mr. Molesworth urges that * thé question ought
not to be discussed from a narrow point of view, but in a wide and liberal spirit,
contrasting the minor difficulties of introduction with the benefits that must acerue
from the change, not merely to the present race, but to future generations.”- Though
dissenting from the conclusion to which Mr. Molesworth is led, the Chamber agree
with him that there is great necessity for considering the question that he has
mooted in the spirit which he describes.

3. Whether, or no, the aflvantges to be reasonably expected to acerue from
the introduction of a decimal coinage into India would be as varied, and as impor-
tant, as the advocates of the change are disposed to anticipate, the Chamber need
not stay to discuss. But one thing appears to have been lost sight of by the gentle-
men who are charmed by the novelty of such a change, which is, that there is no
parallelism between Ceylon and India in this matter. In the Colony, with its
population of barely two millions, the money, the weights, and measures, have for
two or three generations heen the same as those in_the United Kingdom ; bat
though accounts were nominally Fept in £ s. d., the ordinary silver coin of the

\., -

country has been the Rupee and its subdivisions. Some inconvenience has neces.

sarily resulted from this anomalous state of things, and when, after many years of
preparatory argument, the question of a change was brought up for settlement, the
decimal coinage was fixed upon, although the feeling in its favor was far from
unanimous, the Colombo merchants being unanimously averse to 'the chance In
exd . 5 " v e a0
British India, with its one hvadred and fifty millions of people, scattercd over
nearly one million square miles, no primary reasons exists for any chanee The
- v Sas 5 ‘o A = s
Rupee and its present subdivisions are familiar in every household ; and to revolu-

Rame —o~
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tionise the subsidiary currency for no better reason than that a more theoretically
& symmetrical system has been introduced into a Colony near to India, and notwith-
standing the fact that decimilization has not been yet accepted in the United King-

dom, would but be to fan that popular distrust of their ultimate intentions, that it
‘should be the desire of the Government not excite.

4. The Chamber are quite of Mr. Chapman’s opinion that it would probably
be “a work of long time and great difficulty to change what is to the masses of
the people their entire currency;” with Mr. Harrison that ““we should indeed
pause before doing anything which should render the innumerable caleulations of
the market, and of the homes of the millions, less easy, in order that those who
reckon on paper should receive some benefit ;7 and that “ the mere decimilization

of our coinage might do great mischief unless we are prepared to carry out such
* ‘ measures as may be necessary to secure the adoption of a habit of decimal compu=
§ tation.”  Such an object as the “ultimate education of the masses,” however
;«Jﬁ  attractive in theory, is little likely to be promoted by disadjusting the retail trade
; operations of those masses. Mr. Molesworth holds that ‘“ the introduction of a

decimal system will confer a great boon on India, and prove imnensely yvaluable ;”*

[ Lo : but it occurs to the Chamber that it is possible to obtain a boon in one direction, at
rges a sacrifice in other directions that deprives the boon of all its advantages. The
’ Chamber cannot agree with Colonel Strachey that “to make a change will not be
L‘ very easy : but this is all the more reason for setting about the thing at once.” So
3 £ far as the Chamber see this 18 no reason at ail. A-change of any kind, ulfecting
’ . the comfort or convenience of millions of men, who must ever be suspicious of
the motives that actuate the policy towards themselves of their alien rulers, should
: never be set about, until the need of such change is placed beyond all dispute ;
‘ and the fact that the change undor reference would not be easy, suggests the
« possible existence of natural objections which are 50 many warnings against its
introduction. Were it the practice of the Government to reg
pressure on those points, intimately connected with
' people, that oppose the most résistance to change,
tration would be forfeited.

ulate its policy by
the habits and temper of the
all confidence in the adminis-

5. The Chamber further observe that Colonel Strachey urges that ¢
have to do is fo see that the coins we issue will really be convenient, and
only be ascertained by appealing to reason guided by experience, and not by
i interrogating ignorance and its consequences. It is always reasonable to consider

how ignorant people can be best got to leave off-habits the results of ignorance ;

i but beyond this I, for one, will never be concerned in suggesting the adoption of
c’,.n-\ s anything whiclh I'kmow to be -bad, valy bocalse it is i babasgay

what we
this can

with coms othii

else which I also know to be bad.” In somewhat the same spirit
; alludes to India being impermeable to intelligen(.:e. The existence of ¢ ignorance”
and of intelligence in this country c¢annot be disputed : but the Chamber venture
to think that it is not just to the people to haught'ily refuse to interrogate that
ionorance, or to probe that intelligence. The superior knowledge that the rulors
b} R . Bt ] : . ¥
oi' this country possess is the fruit of western civilization, with which oriental races
have little sympathy ; and to graft that civilization in an attractive form on the
east. there must be what Sir William Mansfield, in his note of the 7th March 1870,
b

y Mr. Chapman
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torms a * give-and-take arrangement.” The  ignorance,” refe;rtlad ’g) by C;ioi[;e;
Strachey is not the ignorance of the South Sea or Andame:n .s s:n e:ﬁ;_. o'y
comparative ignorance, not of things locz?l, but of things forelgtn ,‘1] 1;6 - (l)) =
sion of an ancient ingrained distaste tor 1d.eas that h-ave no natura ha.]D ni yso i
order of things in the tropics; and it 18 just that ignorance W}Ec en:g . fr
quently contemned by the framers of new laws, results i t e1 com:i ry il;%
deluged with acts that clash against thfa h.a!nts of -the People, anc prot uce ;
feeling of weary unrest, which is met Wltl.l i all dlrectlo‘ns. ; N Qlfc:uil ry Ycat;l incz
expected, upon the mere dpse dizit of an ahf,fn ruler, .to ad_).us.t 1tsz=: 0 m,lv er li ;V
of the hour in another clime; and in India, espc.zcmlly, it 18 vain to 'oo hir a.(xll
intelligence to appreciate the advan?a,ges of a decimal currency that even shrew
politico-cconomists in Europe question. |

6. In saying this the Chamber would desire to guard themselves agamst.the
imputation of being opposed to change when chang‘e 18 neec.lcd. They are seuilp}ltla
of very many réforms that have been introduced into India of late yearfa, whic
have been fruitful of the best results to the people. But they would, as indepen-
dent Europeans, who have a large stake in t.hc c.m.m‘cry, and.who are therefore
personally interested in its welfare, record their opinion that to m.troduce changes
which are not wanted by the people, and which are only theoretlcally‘udvantage-
ous, must tend, as Mr. Gay says, * to widen the distance between the (xove};nmq??t
and the governed in social matters, and is therefore much to be deprecz}ted. The
country'needs rest; tegislation is tuv quivk for the people; and supplies remedies

for their comprehension some acquaintance wit.h western knowledge, and‘that
leave eastern experience in the dark, must play into the hands o.f the subc:‘rdmate
officials of Government, who, as Sir William Sleeman was told in Oude, ‘“are so
much interested in making the worse appear the better reason and falsehoo.d truth,
that no man feels sure that right will prevail in his case.” The resuli:, being .that
the more ignorant classes of natives are l.aewilde-red by the confu51<?n'of _r1ght
and wrong which arises from the multiplicity of the rules afld regu.latmns t.hat
throw power into the hands of bad men.” In event ofa decn:nal. coinage being
introduced, subordinate officials, it cannot be doubted, 'c'vould easily delude t.ax-
payers of the more ignorant sort, as to the actual (fqulval-ent of .the. New coins.
The revolutionising of the ancient currency of a continent like In(ha,‘ is a matter,
in the Chamber’s opinion, that the Government, without.any .dctrlment to the
present generation, may well leave for solution by. post.tenty, Sfldod p.erlfaps by
that trustworthy representation of native feeling which, in a pr()Je(j,t so intimately
connected therewith, cannot, with either justice or prudence, be ignored.

No. 44. From the Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, to the Secretary to Govern-
ment, Revenue Department ; dated Madras, 10th Novenmber 1871.

1 have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the Proceedings of Government,
18th ultimo, No. 581, and to state in reply, that the subdivision of the Rupee into
100 Docras, 6} Docras being equivalent to 1 anna, which is said.to be customm:y
among the natives of Bombay, does not obtain among the natives employed in
trade in this city.

- long ere the evil to be removed is felt to be an evil. All changes that necessitate
o
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No. 45,

From th fafi
e Oﬁicmtmg Secretary and Treasurer, Bank of Madras, to the
b}

Chief Secretar
Y to. Governm :
October 1871, No. 80, ent, Fort Saint George ; dated Madras, 27th

» I have the honop
acknow]edge rece; :
4 Y 1 < X pt Of D
No. 414, dated 31st A ' ; " %, Financial :
| : ugust 1871, request: ] ancial Department
the dﬁ?ma,l subdivision of the R u,peeq esling an expression of opinion regardiné

reply, I am desired to sta : -
facilities for paper calculations S ¢ ootk
Bj’st(?m ; but they are of oOpinio
and importance, to call for th
T;Je people of this country ar
a large majority of them, who cg i
: n neithe Wt

mentally, with ease and rapidity, after th:; read nop write, are yet able to calculate

inf . . . fﬂShion 1¢ 2
. ancy, any arithmetical question with which theyi:z“:);ifry I:ia\ e 'Izgarned from
hed. e introduc-

The Directors ¢ :
oneur mn the oping ’
Lord Overstone’s Seict) s (:leon expressed by My

“ retail trade, as the primary olject
1 1
made subservient, The transaction

* instances, the. subjec i
14 3 ;
as well as a large share of the dealings of 4]].” » and Jess nstrueted classes,

Ft is chiefly from their firm conviction

good or advantaee to | i
be derived f; i
of all countries iz th | i o
of a ¢ world, India is perh
gislation on matters affecting {he intergsts affs :11:9
he

would add, that in their opinion
one in which experimental 1o
masses, is the least advisable.

', 1t appears to the

from them by the promoters of the new system, for it ig Withinco:;,d'usiom drawn
eir knowledge
)

opposed to the change,
.But even supposing that it were otherwise, t
admit that the case of India is at all analogous
J

words, “Ceylon is but a small country in comparison with Indj
113 o= 2 : . .
can easily be made in it, which in Indig are fraught with ditﬁol;l;; ”
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Another serious objection to the decimal system, which presents itself to the
Directors, is the cost of converting the present copper coinage into cents and half
cents. A very large stock of copper.is held at the Presidency, and at all the
Mofussil Treasuries, and the enormous expense attendant on its withdrawal and
re-coinage, appears to the Directors to be perfectly unjustifiable in the present state

of the finances of the country. s g
The Directors would summarize their objections to the new currency as
follows :—
1. The people at large are quite satisfied with the present currency.
2. No inconvenience 1is experienced from it, or if any is experienced, no

complaint has been made of it by any single class of people in India.
3. Any alteration in the value of copper coins, would bear injuriously

upon the retail trade of the country, and would be deeply obnoxious to the great

mass of the population.
4. The proposed change would be productive of danger to the state, by

creating feelings of distrust and irritation in the minds of the people.

5. The great cost of infroducing a new system of coinage, would be out
of all proportion to any advantages likely to be derived from it.

6. The Mercantile community are as much opposed to the change, as it
is believed the poorer classes will be found to be.

With reference to the confidential Proceedings of Government, dated 18th

~“October 1871, No. 981, I am desired to state that the Directors are not aware of

any decimal system of computation in use among the commercial classes of natives.

No. 46. From the Acting Accountant General, to the Chief Secretary to
Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Fort Saint George, 21st October

1871, No. 817. , ;
I have the honor, in compliance with the instructions conveyed in G. O.

~ No. 414, of the 31st August last, to submit the following observations.

2. It seems to me that the substitution of a decimal for the present coinage
is a step which cannot be said to be a necessary one, there being, as far as I can see,
no such great and overwhelming advantages on the side of the decimal system as
to call for its immediate adoption, independently of all considerations of cost and
state poliey. : : v

3. Iadmit, as T suppose most people will do, that the decimal system would
facilitate ordinary paper calculations to a small extent, there being only two
columns of figures to add up instead of four, as at present, in respect of fractions
of a Rupee; but inasmuch as at present in the columns of annas and pies the
figures in the Zens place are all units and those in the units place never above one
as regards pice, and five as regards annas, the labour involyed in totalling these
columns is very slight, and I question whether any maierial advantage will be

derivtd in an office like mine, as far as facility of calculation is concerned, by the‘

- substitution of cents for annas and pies.
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4. On the other hand, it seems to me, and appears to be the general opinion of

all the persons who may be supposed to be best informed on the subject whom I

have consulted, viz., the merchants of Madras, that the change will be disliked by

the people, inconvenient for retail transactions, and looked on with suspicion and
distrust. The leading mewmbers of the m

o

to represent those of the mercantile co
without a due regard for their ow
it may be assumed that g decima
9. Such being the case,
very great cost to the State of
6. His Excellency in o

throughout India, the copper ¢ ate freely. In all our Mofussil

Treasuries and in the Bank there is 5 stock of copper which cannct be got rid of,
and which yearly increases in amount,.

7. Now I submit that the cost of th
circumstances, must be leoked upon for tj

mmunity generally, and not to be expressed
n interests and convenience as a class, I consider
I coinage is in no sense a necessity.

I venture to think that regard should be had to the
introducing the New coinage.
uncil is aware that in this P

residency, and indeed
oinage does not cireul

€ present copper coinage, under thege

a burden, gnd the expenditure incurred on its
' ying it up Country, packing, &e., is'all 80 much
money uselessly expended,

8. Wihile, however, the-voin remains the st of . the realm, thoreis ot loact 5
hope that at some future time g demand may arise for it, and that it will repay the
outlay incurred on its behalf, but once let it be re-called for re-coinage, as it must

be should the decimal system be established, and the original outlay becomes g
a dead loss,

9. That outlay throughout India must have been some
I cannot help thinking

that it ig inadvisable, when the ady
the change of coinage are so questionable, or at
of the public is not in fayor

one kind of copper coina

thing énormous, and
antages to be derived by
all events so small, when the feeling
of the change, and when there is nothing to show that

ge will be more acceptable to the people than another, to
adopt a system which is certain to entail so much logg,

10. In conclusion I beg to observe, with refere
ceedings of Government No. 981, of the 18th inst
existence of any such custom in this

nce to the confidential Pro-
ant, that I am net aware of the
Presidency ag i 8aid to obtain in Bombay,
et

No. 47. To the Secretary to the Government of India, F

Finaneigl Department,
dated Fort Saint George. 11th Decambar 1871, No 747
Referring to Circular letter, Finanecial Department, dated the 19 August
last, No. 2767, and to the T’roceedmgs of that Department, dated the 2nd October,
* From the Board of Revenue, dated 24th October and 15th

No. 4020, I am directed tq ¢y
November 1871, Nos. 4480 snd 4097,

copies of the papers noted in th
From the Chairman, Chamher of Commerce, daled 7th

o :
October aud 10th Noyember 1871, y Inted gll), from the Board of I\“CV
From the Secretary and Treasurer, Bank of Madras, date Shamber of Commer

27th October 1871, No, 88, ', dated 21st October

Frem the Ating Accountant Genera', dated 21t Ociok of the Bank of Madras,
71, No, i+

Accountant General,

ansmit

e mar-
enue, the
ce, the Director
and the Acting
containing  their

e —— —

l: 7 ‘)‘ ; ) ? . Ze ? )

gL ino the
‘s : nd intimating that
i division of a Rupee, an N AL
3 . the decimal sub oL b
e respec}i Of atives in Bombay of dividing the Rupee in fO whom are natives
Tk amﬁf’ gPt Zir(;;ncy except in the case of sowcars, most o
obtain in this Pre neys : ‘
of other parts of India. traincd to state that whatever may be S _r\nln-
vernment are constrair o ndard coin, the
35 G: oes attached to a decimal subdxvm}on of the:hstzlll innovatim,l g3
s thf ad:)anr:;:sments attached to the introduction olfl such a 3
ical embar e ARAk e measure.
practlc‘; that they can have no hesitation in deprecating the
80 grea (Signed) R. 8. ELLIS,
Chief Secretary.
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No. 4,480,

From J. B. PENXNINGTON, Esq., Acting Secretary to.the Board of Revenue, .
To the Chief Secretary to Government.

Sir, '
I~ reply to Government Ofder, No. 414, dated 31st August 1871, T am directed to state
that\ﬂle Board of Revenue are very much opposed to the proposed introduction of the decimal
gubdivision of the Rupee.

2. They entirely concur in the views expressed by Mr. Gay; and, while fully admitting the
great superiority of the decimal system of notation in the manipulation of elaborate accounts and
figured statements, they believe that any attempt to introduce it into the country generally
would not only faif ntterly, butwould cause the greatest possible inconvenience and injury to the
poorest classes. * All the business transactions of this country are expressed in sixteenths, and the
great majority of the people have not yet unlearnt the use of the old pagodas, fanams, and cash.
It is to be feared that another fresh mode of expressing accounts wouald lead to very great confu-
gion for an almost indefinite period, and for no commensurate advantage.

3. If it were possible to intraduce the decimal system into the accounts of all public offices,
without interfering with the mode of expressing themselves by the people generally, a beginning
might be made with safety, and it is possible that the system might -gradually so commend itself
to the public that it would be adopted voluntarily, and then perhaps the introduction of coinage
to correspond might be effected without fear of creating discontent. *

4. The very prolunged and vlaburale provesses of the survey and sobtlement have in this way
familiarized the people of the districts concerned with the acre and its decimal sub-divisions, so
much so that even the most ignorant are rapidly adapting themselves to the new terminology and
learning to express themselves in acres and cents when conversing with officers of Government; but
in the case of land measures there is none of the difficulty and inconvenience involved in the
existence of a double currency circulating at the same time.

Revexove Boarp OFFICE, 1 have the honour to be,
Madras, Sir,
24th October 1871. Your most obedient servant,

/e

Exd. A. S. Rodgers.
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