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Proceedings of the Madras Goper nment, Financial Department,

24th A ugust 1871.
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No. 105. Read the following letter from S. BROCK, Esq., Controller of Public
Works Accounts, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Depart-
ment, Fort St. George, dated Madras, 15th July 1871, No. 1080 :—

With reference to the sixth clause of paragraph 2 of the Proceedings in the
ol —WSHA, Financial Department, No. 265, of the 30th June 187 i
One Statoment. I have the honour to submit, for the consideration of

Government, a statement of the additional establishment which will be required

in this office for the audit and booking of expenditure from local funds by other

than Public Works Officers.

2. “As the new Local Fund Rules prescribe that, when agency other than
departmental is employed for the execution of works, the expenditure shall be
dealt with in the same way as outlay by Civil Officers from Public Works Funds,
there will be no material increase to the work of Divisional Auditers on this
establishment. The Departments of the office which will bo affected by the change

are the following :—
(1.) Salary Branch.

(2.) Book do.

(3.) Current do. -

(4.) Appropriation and Statistical Branch.
(5.) Civil Officers’ Branch.

3. The salary branch now consists of one Auditor and two Sub-Auditors.
These are already so heavily worked that no addition to their duties can be made
except at the sacrifice of officiency. One extra Sub-
Auditor has accordingly been provided for. Inthe Book
Department, the services of an additional Aecountant
will be necessary to aid an the general duties of that Department,_ and speciall y
in passing expenditure through the ledger, in which there will be a large
increase in the number of personal accounts. The transfer of the audit of Civil .
Officers’ expenditure from local funds to this office will add greatly to the cleri-
cal work of the establishment, to meet which the
services of two copyists will be required. The Appro-
priation Branch has now one Accountant attached to it, who is naid from Loecal
Funds. Owing to the increase of work involved in
the proposed change, two Assistant Accountants are
proposed to be added to the Appropriation and Statistical Departments. For the
’ audit the establishment as per margin is entered in

Rupees 50,
Rupees 100,

At 25 Rupees each,

At Rupees 50 and 30,

RS,
‘5o the accompanying statement. I am not quite satisfied
2 Sub-Auditors, at Rs, 35 each... 70 that this establishment will prove sufficient; but, treat-
Total... 20 ing it as experimental, I will report to Government,
— after actual trial, whether any additions are necessary,

or whether it will be practicable to effect a reduction.

4. It is not very clear whether all Local Fund expenditure by other than
Public Works Officers will be accounted for #o #his office by Treasury Deputy
Collectors ; but if this be intended, it would, I think, be advisable to Bx a date,
say the 20th of the following montl, for the despatch of the accounts. Itis of the
greatest importance that the monthly abstracts should be punctually rendered,

and be thoroughly accurate, and that charges on account of Lstablishments
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should be shown distinct from outlay on works, care being taken that no establish-
ment bills are paid except they have been audited and passed by this office. In

support of expenditure charged under this head, acquittance rolls will be required
~ before the expenditure can be finally admitted.

5. Adverting to Rule XLL, it will be necessary, when applications for funds
are made to this office, that credits required for establishment charges should be
noted scparately from those for works, and that the ranges from which the funds
are proposed to be drawn should be specified. If this be done, there will be no
delay on the part of this office in disposing of the applications, which will be
communicated to Superintending Engineers for the issue of the necessary instruc-
tions to the Range Officers concerned.

6. In order to prevent delays in the audit of the expenditure on works, it
is important that sanctions accorded to Estimates by Local Fund Boards should

AR be promptly communicated to this office. With
: . respect to Repairs it is not clear whether an estimate
in each case will be necessary. In dealing with outlay from maintenance grants,
the 1‘3udget allotment is regarded as the estimate, and no further authority is
required for the passing of expenditure, but I would suggest that, in the case of
repairg not proyided in the budget with specific maintenance grants, estimates
should })e reql.nre.d, and that the communication of sanction to those estimates
be considered indispensable for the admission of outlay.

7. In conclusion, I beg to observe that the present proposals, for adding to
_ the strength of my establishment, are made solely with reference to the transfer
“.to this office of the audit of Local Fund exf)enditure by Civil Officers, and have
. no reference to the aid which is urgently needed to enable me to coI;e with the
growing work«of the Department, and to meet the numerous calls which are made
upon the office by other Departments and by the Accountant-General at Calcutta
I have alrecady represented to the latter Officer the inadequacy of my ectqblish:
ment, and, on the receipt of his reply, will address Government upon the Us;b'ect
bringing specially to notice the smallness of the salaries allowed to m VJ‘m"c,)
principal Assistants, as compared with those serving in other Controllers’ z)ﬁice“
throughout India. For the small Province of Mysore, which has only #: 3
officers in account with the Controller, a first-grade Acc:)untant 18 allowe}é :me
salary rising to Rupees four hundred and fifty per mensem, while, in this Presiden?\'a
Y

in which there are now eighty- i ‘ sy
ghty-seven executive charges, in addition to the Civil
*%In 1870-71 sewenty-eight Civil Offi-

18701 soweaty-eight Civil O Oﬁficers* wlfo render accounts of expenditure for

Ofiice. adjustment in my books, the Chief Accountant in
special charge of so important a branch of this office as the Book Department
receives only Rupees l/ree hundred per mensem, while the senior auditorship has
attached to it a m onthly salary of not more than Rupees two hundred and seventy-

Jive,

Transferred to the Financial Department, with reference to the orders in that
Dapartment, dated 30th June 1871, No. 265.

Fort S1. GEORGE, (Signed)  J. CARPENDALE, Colorel, R.E.,
July 1871, Secy. to Govt.,, P. W. D,

%& -

<

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
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No. 106. ORDER THEREON, 24th August 1871, No. 386.

The Controller of Public Works Accounts proposes in the foregoing letter
that his Office Establishment shall be increased at a cost of Rupees 550 per mensem,
to be paid from local funds, in addition to Rupees 150 per mensem already paid
from that source. The whole proposed charge against local funds is, therefore,
700 Rupees per mensem, or Rupees 8,400 per annum.

9. The Government are of opinion that the increase is out of all proportion
oxcossive. 'The additional expenditure with which, under the recent arrangements,
the Controller will be called upon to deal is only that carried out by Civil Officers
on Local Fund Works, and does not at present exceed Rupees 3,30,000. The
demand for an establishment costing Rupees 550 per mensem for the audit of this
expenditure cannot be entertained.

3. The Government believe that the Controller’s present establishment is consi-
dered inadequate, but they are of opinion that to increase it to the extent proposed
solely at the expense of local funds would be unjust. The cost of the Controller’s
Office is included in the whole charge for Public Works Establishments, which is
distributed between Imperial, Provincial, and Local Funds mainly with reference
to the expenditure from each of those fands upon works. A portion of the contribu-
tions of local funds for Public Works Establishments is, therefore, in reality, now
paid for the Controller’s audit ; and it is plain that, if the general insufficiency of
his establishment can be shown, the burden of the remedy should be distributed
between all the funds concerned, and not charged specially to those of ene class.

4. The only question at present, therefore, is what increase of establishment
should be allowed in consideration of the additional work now thrown upon the
Controller's Office, and the question of a general re-organization of his establish-
ment, if such be needed, must be deferred. The Government resolve to inform
Mr. Brock that they are not prepared to sanction a present increase costing more
than Rupees 250 per mensem, making the whole charge specially debitable to Local
Funds Rupees 400 per mensem, and they request him to modify his proposals
accordingly. . :

5. The questions raised in‘paragraphs 4 and 5 of his lette? are c<?mparat1vely
unimportant, and may be settled by the Controller’s Circulars issued in communi-
cation with the Board of Revenue. The credits to the Public Works Department
will, of course, be specified by circles. Where range and circle limits do r}ot
coincide (which will, however, the Government believe be rarely the case), special
arrangements for the apportionment of the charge for establishments must be made
by the Local Fund Boards concerned under the control of the Board of Revenue.

6. With regard to paragraph 6 of the Controller’s letter, the Gove.rnment
think it quite clear from Rule XXIII., Clause 2, tb,a.t.: estimates will be required for
repairs not provided in the budget with specific maintenance grants.

(True Extract.)
Captain, R. E.,
Under Seeretary, P. W. D.,
for Chicf Secretary.

To the Controller of Public Works Accounts.
Public Works Department.

Board of Revenue.

Acting Accountant-General.

bRl
s

s

Exd. J. Wright.
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