


Read the following papers (—

No. 28, From the Assay Master, to the Chief Secretary t, Government, Fort

I have the honour, according to request, to encloge the accompanying Notifi-
cation for approval, relative to the réceipt and purchage of bullion gt Madras,

2. Theseveral Paragraplfs appear to me to be sufficiently cleqy and to require
N0 explanation. T think I have comprehended g]] the exigencies thyt need be
provided for i g case where there is neither Mint nor regular]y-constituted Assay

Department o the spot.

3. In forwarding this Notiﬁqation, which, I Presume, mygt receive the ganc.
tion of the Government of India before Promulgation, I trust jt may not he
considered out of place, on m Y part, to make some obscrvations, which may or mq y
not accompany the draft to Simla, as His Excellency the Governor of Madras iy,

Couneil shall think fit.

4. I beg to be allowed to state that I view the proposed arrangements f,,,
the receipt and purchase of bullion in Madrag gg a4 mere temporary Measnre,
1 feel sure that, in such an attenuateq condition of the Assay Estah]ishmeut, neither
Gov-erument nor the Public will he satisfied.

money. Large tenders of bullion cannot, with any safety, be taken up and vajyeq
rapidly enough under the new dispensation (which I understand ¢, mean
complete abolition of the Assay Départment), and, unlesg Government Maintain 5
regular establishment, capable of valuing any amount of bullion that may he
tendered, it is of very little use keeping Up any show or issuing any Notificatiop
that they will receive and purchase’ bulliop.

6. The science and business of 4883y 1s a specialit y and, if once the Assay
Establishment be broken up, the mep discharged will seek othep employment, a1,q
will not fee] inclined, in the event of ap emergency, to revert to their olq occu-
pation. Such men cannot be picked up any day like coolies, and, unlegg traine

assistance is at hand, the officer who g to undertake assays will be Powerless t,,

Tneet the demand that may be made upon him, and 4 dead lock (if not 4 more

serious mischief) may fairly, I think, be anticipated,

J
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, :Financial Dépa-rlmem‘,
30th May 1871.

7. 'The half-measures now/r_ under contemplation will necessarily involve
certain expense, and give, I believe, very little satisfaction in return; therefore, in
my humble opinion, it would be better that Government should rather notify that
they have altogether ceased to purchase bullion in Madras than that they are still
in a position to continue doing so.

Financial Department, Fort St. George.
NOTIFICATION RESPECTING THE RECEIPT AND PURCHASE oF BULLION.
Whereas it has been decided to abolish the Bullion Depdt in the Assay

Office of the late

Madras Mint, the Government of India, for the convenience of the public in Madras, has decreed

that bullion may still be received there by‘the Accountant-General and a certificate of its value be

granted by the Chemical Examiner, who will from henceforth undertake the process of assay.

2. 'The rules for the purchase of bullion sanctioned by Government are as follow:—

3« Tenders of bullion will be received at the Accountant-General's Office, Fort St. George

between the hours of 10 a.m. and 4 p.M., the tenders to be addressed to the Accountant-General
specifying the nature of the bullion.

4. The bullion on tender shall be weighed in the presence of the Accountant-General and
merchant (or their duly authorized representatives).

5. The bullion under a suitable guard shall then be sent to the Office of the Chemical

Kxaminer to be premelted, and, in order to allow him time for this portion of the work, the bullion

should not arrive at his office later than 11 o’clock a.w.

6. The bullion will then, in the presence of the merchant or his agent, be melted and, while

in its molten state, a granulated muster of two tolahs weight shall be taken from the contents of
each crucible for the purpose of assay and the remaining metal be poured into moulds

resnlting ingots shall be stamped with the Chemical Examiner's Office number and again weighed

in the presence of the party tendering or his representative who will then receive an acknow

ledgmentr of the gross weight of the bullion after melting, inclusive of musters and any recoverable

particles : this gross weight shall be entered in the ¢ Tender Register.”

7. On the afternoon of the same day, on which it has been reccived and melted by the

asury at the Fort under the
charge of the Accountant-General for safe custody. There it shall be locked fp.

(Chemical Examiner, the bullion shall be returned to the Currency Tre

a strong box

with two separate padlocks and keys, the merchant or owner holding one and the Accountant

General the other until the assay ‘i.s completed.

8. The musters of the bullion after premelting shall be retained by the Chemical Hrnidiny

and assayed. The process of assay will occupy three days after the melting of the bullion. The

Chemical Examiner shall then prepare the usual Assay Certificate for the value of the bullion and

send it to the Accountant-General, who will cause it to be delivered to the owner, and which on

presentation at the Bank of Madras will be cashed.

The ,
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30th May 1871.

9. The merchant on receipt of his certificate shall restore the duplicate key of the strong
chest at the Accountant-General’s Office, and the bullion shall be lodged in the strong room of the

Currency Treasury at the Fort until further orders be received as to its final disposal.

10. \The Assay Certificates are payable on demand in accordance with Clause 2, Section 9, of
Act XIX. of 1861, at the rate of 979 Rupees per 1,000 tolahs of standard silver fit for éoinage\ the
Rupees 21 deducted being the seigniorage at two per cent. and the premelting charge at one per
mille on the calculated intrinsic or standard value of the bullion tendered. In the case of coins

which have been once struck in any of the Indian Government Mints the seigniorage charge of only

one Rupee per cent. is made.

11. In addition to the aforesaid deductions, which are universally made, a refinage charge
shall be imposed, agreeably to the following scale, on all bullion received whose Assay Report or

““ touch ' is 890 parts of pure silver in 1,000 or less :—

Charges for refining under Standard Silver.

Refinage |l Re  age : Refinage | Refirage
Touch. charge | Touch. charge Il Touch, charge Touch. | charge

per cent. per cent. j per cent. E per cent.

| | | |

890...... ‘26 868, 46 RAR Ll i 66 829 . 84
¥ 28 L i ‘48 846...... | 68 897 ‘86
886, 5 ‘30 SOdTL o | R . e 70 | 825, | ‘88
383,, oD 862 ...... 52 3 81’2 ...... '72 ) "23 { 00
15y sl 34 8602 54 S0 74 2 e )
879 36 BHB L1 56 B3 T 76 | 819... 04
877 38 856...... 58 835. ... 78 | &7l g
oA e 40 el 60 833...... 80 814+, 08
8780, 42 859 ... 62 BaL Ry .82 815 1" "1:00
8705 44 SO o i HESTE L S A ‘ Rt | L St g ’

12. Parties bringing bullion for assay shall be at liberty to withdraw the same after
registry within the day following the receipt of the Assay Report, but at no later period, on payment
of an assay fee of four (4) Rupees for each assay of gold and two (2) Rupees for each assay of
silver, and the actual charges for premelting above named. Or, if dissatisfied with the first assay
report, they may be allowed a retrial; but, if the second assay gives the same result, they shall become
liable to double fees upon withdrawing their bullion, otherwise only to the authorized fees for

the extra assay.

13. All bullion which, after being premelted, is found to be brittle and not adapted for

coinage will be returned to the proprietor, who will, however, pay the charge for premelting the

same at the prescribed rate calculated on the gross weight in tolahs.

14. Private assays of gold or silver will be undertaken by the Chemical Examiner on the

payment of a fee of four (4) Rupees for each sample of gold, and two (2) Rupees for each sample

of silver.




Proceedings of the Madras G e nmen't, Financial Department,
30tk May 1871.

StaTEMENT of Merchants’ Silver Bullion received for eighteen months from J anuary 1864 to June
1865 and from October 1869 to March 1871.

Weight.

Weight.
Tolahs, Tolahs.,
January 18647 - SR et 3,01,455 October 1869 ... ... ... ... 11,261
510591 o crel e i Tk By 26,662 November ,, 3,997
March ,, 18,42,581 December |, 882
April 5 4,86,312 January 1870 ... ... ... .. 10,551
May o 6,44,696 February ,, T e S U
June % 13,82,769 March P SRt Ln 14,932
July HR SRR S e AEA 5,41,942 April SR B 192
August ,, 4,97,943 May i T SRR o R 10,589
September 1864 5,15,469 June SEELE LT - ks e 17,571
October " 4,75,872  July o ong PR
November ,, 4, 74,0150 SRupaphe a0 N . CERR 643
December 2,38,215" ‘Beptemberd870 ., .
St hins th e U 575 ST R S e 8,50,335 October o 8,460
S AhTHERT R Rt T Ll S T 59,386 November ,, 3,633
March T RN AR 3,97,350 : December |, 1,652
AT IR OO 8 0 SR T 1,10,435 January 1871 S eI o e
May il L PR e s 2,20,520 February ,, 1,939
June > 40,415 March ¥
Total... 91,06,372 Total... 86,202

Average per month ... 5,05,909'55 Average per month .. 4,789
Fort St. GEORGE, (Signed) HENRY W. GRAHAM,
19th April 1871. Assay Master.

To the Acting Accountant-General.
with reference to letter, aated Paper Currency Dept., 17th April 1871, No. 46,

Referred to the Accountant-General for early report on the proposed Notifi-
cation.
Forr St. GEORGE, (Signed) R. 8. ELLIS,

1Tth April 1871, Chief Secretary.

No. 60.

No. 28-A. Report of the Acting Accountant-General.

The undersigned has the honour to report, with reference to the
nying copy of a statement received from the Assay Master, that, so long as the
amount of bullion tendered by merchants does not exceed Rupees (20,000)
thousand a month, the establishment now entertaine

a('compu-

twenty
d on account of the Paper
Currency Department will be able to undertake the duties allotted to this office

3 0 J : 3 . 2
in the draft Notification. But, whenever the sum so tendered shall exceed that
limit, a temporary extra establishment will be necessary, as the work of the

— = o

e o —

Proce'edz'ngs of the Madras Gove-nment, Financial Department,
' v 30th -Muy 1871. s

Cd

-

Currency Department, which is incessant, would have.te be stopped for a period
that would seriously interfere with the interests of Government and of the Public.

Fort Sr. GEORGE, _ (Sizned)  R. W. LODWICK,
20th Aprit 1871, Ag. Accountant-General. "
To the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George.

No. 29. Memorandum from the Chemical Examiner, to the Under Secretary to
Government, Fort St. George, dated Madras, 23rd May 1871, No. 118.
RerereNcE.—Your Memorandum, No. 135, dated 22nd May 1871, No. 214.
Sussecr.—The undersigned has the honour to state that he is prepared to
assume charge of the Assay Department on the 29th instant.

(Signed) HENRY KING,
Chemical Ezaminer.

No. 30. OrpEr THEREON, 30th May 1871, No. 208.

As the Chemical Examiner reports having received charge of the Assay
Department; the Notification will be published in the Fort S¢. George Gazette.

{True Extract.)

Acting Chief Secretary,

To the Chemical Examiner’
.,  Accountant-General,

Exd, J, Wright,
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The Chemical Examiner,
o o T Madras,

No. // 9/
Dated + 2 3-3}
Recexved 7
Enclosures. rrw M

Reference. -
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