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Fixancrar, DEPARTMENT,

No. 161,

oM
o W. HUDLESTON, Esq.,

Acting Olief Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George,
To
Tae SECRETARY 1o THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
FixaxciaL DEPARTMENT.
SIg,

In acknowledging the receipt of Assistant Secretary Hollingbery’s letter,
No. 1417, of the 16th ultimo, in which the opinion of the Madras Government is
requested on the subject of the arrangements which have been reported to the
Government of India as having been made here for the custody of the coin and
bullion of the Currency Department in consequence of the transfer of the manage-
ment of that Department to the Account Department, I am directed to state that
His Excellency the Governor in Council believes that the arrangements in question
are perfectly satisfactory.

2. The whole of the coin and bullion is lodged in well-secured vaults, and the
establishment, when the arrangements are completed, will be suitably accommodated
in rooms well situated with reference to the Office of the Accountant-General and
as respects the convenience of the public.

3. It would, no doubt, add to the completeness of the arrangements if the
Assay Department could be located in the same building, but, unfortunately, no
facilities for this exist, and, as there are obvious objections to the erection within
the fortress of such furnaces as that Department requires for its operations, the
Government are of opinion that such assays as are likely to be needed may safely
be performed at the Medical College, which stands within a few hundred yards of
the walls of the Fort, and contains the laboratory of the Chemical Examiner.
When furnaces for conducting both assay and premelting operations have been
built there, as they shortly will be, the Chemical Examiner will have all necessary
appliances at his command for testing the quality of any quantity of bullion that
is likely, for some time at least, to be tendered for coinage, and, as he will be within
an easy distance of the Currency Office, there will be no difficulty, the Government
think, in making arrangements for submitting to him musters of such parcels of
precious metal as, having been tendered to that Department and lodged in its
strong-room, require to be valued with the least possible delay.

4. Under these circumstances, the Government are of opinion that the
arrangements which are being made for the accommodation of the Currency
Department with its Bullion Reserve in the buildings in the Fort occupied by the
Accountant-General, and for the transfer of the Assay Department to the Medieal
College, are, in all respects, the most suitable that can be at present adopted.

5. Should, however, imports of bullion increase to any considerable extent,
it will then perhaps be necessary to transmit it, as received, to Bombay, for assay
and coinage there.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

Forr Saivt GEORGE,

Q1s¢ April 1871, Agling Chief Seeretary.
Exd. J, H. Burns,
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