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No. 19, Read the following letter from R. W. LODWICK, Esq., Acting
Accountant-General, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint
George, dated Fort Saint George, 11th March 1871, No. 361 :—

I have the hanour to request that you will be goed enough to obtain for me
the instructions of His Excellency the Governor in Council with regard to the
manner in which I am to take over charge of the treasure forming the currency
reserve notes, &c., now at the Mint.

2. The treasure consists of 91,092,406 Rupees in bags containing 2,000 Rupees
each, there are also signed notes of the Madras Circle to the value of 24,66,440
cancelled notes the former value of which comes to 9,48,45,590, and unsigned notes
amounting in value to 7,82,60,000, 3

3. At the Mint, a book called a weighment book has been kept, in which the
number of each bag of treasure is entered, together with the sum which the said
bag is, minus the proper weight of 2,000 Rupees.

4. It would seem from this book that hu:dlyft single bag is of the true
standard weight, many of them heing 5 Rupees and some even as much as 6 Rupees
below that weight, V

5. Now, if I have to count everybag of Phis 01 lakhs of treasure, the work
of taking over charge will not be concluded for some three months at least, it being
impossible to get through more than one lakh a day, if the contents of each bag be
examined in this way, e

6. But I think that such oxamination js unnecessary. The weighment book
referred to above giving the exact ascertained deficiency in weight of each bag
as per ticket contained therein may, 1 submit, be taken as a voucher for the
correctness of the treasureif a certain number of the bags be exantined at random.

7. I, therefore, beg to suggest that one bag out of every 50 be counted and
duly weighed, the remainder being received as correct on the strength of the entries
in the weighment book. e g

8. By thismeans I hope to get through twelve lakhs a day, and as the vaults
will be completed in all probability by the 18th of the month, the whole of the trea-
sure ought to be lodged in my office by the 31st of this month at latest.

9. His Excellency in Council is aware that I have as yet no Deputy, and it is,
therefore, unnecessary for me to go into particulars to shew that I am not in a
position conveniently to assign an Assistant for the purpose of examining the
treasure notes, &c. I beg, therefore, that the services of a Junior Civilian may be
placed at my disposal for this duty. :

! 10. If Government approve of thé ve suggestions, I propose to arrange
for the employment of twelve carts daily to convey twelye lakhs from the Mint to
my- office. 3 > ;

11. These carts will be at the Mint at an early hour in the morning of each
day, and should have the twelve lakbs at my office before 10 o'clock, so that the
whole twelve lakhs may be examined and under lock and key by the evening of
each day. SRy

12. A suitable guard should be provided for the treasure on its way to my
office, and also for guarding the treasure in my vaults,
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