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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
28th February 1870.
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No. 29, Read the following letter from Mr. M. SATUR, late of the Mint Office, to the Chief
Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Madras, 28th January 1870.

I beg most respectfully to submit a petition, in triplicate, to His Grace the Secretary of State
for India, and to request that His Excellency the Governor in Council will be kindly pleased to
recommend my unfortunate case favourably to Ilis Grace.  The circumstance of the abolition of
the Mint hath put it out of my power to forward this application through Colonel J. Carpendale, R.E.,
the late Mint Master, who is not now in that office.

To
His GRACE tag DUKE or ARGYLL,

Her Mayesty's Secretary of State for India.

The humble petition of MATTHEW SATUR,
lately a writer in the Contingent Establishment
of Her Majesty's late Mint at Madras.

Mosr HUMBLY SHOWETH, _

That your petitioner was employed in the Office Department of Her Majesty’s Mint at Madras
as a writer on the nominally contingent or temporary list, on a salary of 35 rupees per mensem, for
a period of seventeen years and nine days, up to 31st October 1868, when his services were dispensed
with, owing to a reduction of establishment, preparatory to the final abolition of the Mint.

2. That your petitioner, during the above period, discharged his duties always to the entire
satisfaction of the several Masters of the Mint, and that, on his services being dispensed with,
Colonel John Carpendale, Royal Engineers, the then Master, granted your petitioner the following
certificate ;—

“ This is to certify that Mr. M. Satur was employed on the contingent list of the Mint office
¢ from 23rd October 1851 to 31st October 1868, as fair writer, stationery-keeper, and in charge
¢ of the records. During the whole of his service Mr. Satur has been very regular in his attend-
“ ance, and discharged his duties satisfactorily. Iis services were dispensed with owing to the
“ reduction of the establishment.”

3. That, on your petitioner’s discharge, Colonel Carpendale in his letter to Government,
No. 287, dated 11th November 1868, recommended your petitioner for a pension of Rupees 12 per
mensem, being about one-third of his salary, to which he would have been entitled under the
Uncovenanted Service Pension Rules had he been on permanent establishment.

4, The following is an extract from paragraph 2 of that officer’s letter above alluded to :—

“ The cage of Mr. M. Satur, late fair writer on the contingent list, is a peculiar ene, and T take
*¢ the liberty of requesting its special consideration. This man has been seventeen years in continuous
* employ in the Mint office without a break of any kind, and there is no practical difference in his
¢ case and that of permanent office clerk except in name. The annexed copy of a letter from
** Captain J. T. Smith, a former Mint Master, dated 29th March 1841, will show how long the
¢ practice has prevailed, and I venture on account of his continuous service of more than seventeen
* years to recommend Mr. Satur for a pension instead of a gratuity.”

5. That the Madras Government, in passing their orders on the above letter, directed that your
petitioner's application for pension be considered on the receipt of a reply from the Government
of India to a reference they appear to have previously made as to whether *“ Permanent Contingent
service” is to be reckoned towards pension.

6. Notwithstanding the Government of India having replied in the affirmative in dealing
with two Accountants and two Conicopolies, a portion of whose services were on the said contingent
or temporary list, the Madras Government overruled that order apparently in consequence of
Colonel Carpendale’s subsequent recommendation of a Maisiry or Head Cooly in the Mint Foundry
similarly situated having left room to a doubt as to the title to pension on account of service on
such contingent or temporary list,
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