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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Firancial Department,
3rd November 1869.
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Read the following papers :—
No.18.  From R. W. LODWICK, Esq., Officiating Accountant-General, to the Chief Secretary

to Government, Fort Qaint George, dated Fort Saint George, 6th October 1869, No. 204.

Budget and Resource Department.]
I have the honour to request that you will lay the accompanying copies of a correspondence,
g taken place between me and the Acting Assay Master, before His Excellency in Council.

which ha
9. On the 21st September Mr. MclIver wrote me, (vide extract of demi-official letter,

marked A., that he could sell silver bars at six-and-a-half to seven premium weight for weight

with rupees. '
3. This being a most advantageous sale, if effected, T telegraphed his statement to Simla

requesting to know whether it would not be better to try and sell the bars here, and send the
proceeds by bill at par to Calcutta, instead of forwarding the bullion as I had been ordered to do

by sea.~~ Vide telegrams B. and C.

4. Inreplyl received telegram D.,
the Bank Secretary to get 50,000 rupees worth of bullion from
hich I sent Mr. Melver for presentation to Dr. Bellew, and which

leaving the matter to my discretion.

5. Thereupon I instructed

the Assay Master on my receipt, W
Dr. Bellew now lolds, and to sell the silver as soon a8 possible-—vide E.

6. At the mecting of Directors on Friday the 1st instant, Mr. McIver informed me he had

sold 25,000 rupecs worth at seven premium, and expected to sell the rest soon.

7. On Saturday, however, he wrote e, (vide F.,) that the expected buyers would not take

the silver, as they alleged it was not as pure as it should: be. ]

8. TIn order to save time I wrote on Mr. MecIver's letter a fow lines to the Acting Assay
Master, requesting information as tn this statoment, (vide G.,) my hope heing that 1 should get a
reply by returi messenger, and thus should be able to send immediate instructions to Mr. Melver.

9. To my surprise I received the letter marked H., referring to an invoice which Dr. Bellew

said had been sent to Mr. McIver and myself, and requiring him to write in regular odicial form.

10. This invoice We had not received, and I did not get it till Monday, so that much time was
lost unnecessarily by Dr. Bellew's proceeding.

11. On that day, acting on the authority given me by the Supreme Government, 1 wrote
to Mr. Mclver to gend the bullion he had reesived from the Assay Master by the next Steamer to
Caleutta, and ingtructed Dr. Bellew to despateh the amount of bullion with him to Calcutta by the
same opportunity reporting my proceedings to the Comptroller-General on the same day—uvide 1.

12. To my great gurprise 1 yesterday received the accompanying letter from Dr. Bellew,

peremptorily calling on me to issue orders af once for the return to him of the bullion at the Bank.

13. The return of the bullion to the Bullion Depdt from the Bank is perfectly unnecessary,
and would manifestly entail additional cost to Government in carriage, &c. I have, thercfor-e,
{eelined to act in accordance with Dr. Bellew’s demand; but as the tone of that Officer’s letter
¢hroughout appears to me objectionable, I think it right to lay it before Government, and at the
same time to gtate that, in my opinion, no Officer is justified in addressing this the Controiling

Pepartment of Accounts in the Presidency in the manner Dr. Bellew has done.

14.
letter to Dr. Bellew wa
Mr. MelIyer, without awaiting

15. T really am quite a5 3 Joss to understand such extraordinary proceedings on the part of
Dr. Bellew, and as it is highly necessary that all Financial Officers should clearly comprehend their
pogition with reference to this department in order that, on an emergency, important orders of the
Accountant-General requiring immediate compliance may not be delayed in'their execution, I trust
His Excellency in Council will be good enough to issue such orders as will- prevent the Assay
Master, or aBy other Officer, acting again as Dr. Bellew has acted in the present instance.

Not gatisfied with peremptorily calling on me to issue certain orders, I have, since my
s written, learnt that hehas actually demanded the return of the bullion from
the issue of orders from my department.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,

3rd November 1869.

's taken from the Bullion Depdt. A similar receipt should be demanded from this office

the Assay Master on each occasion of the sale of bullion. The date of receipt

filled in on day of presentation.

———

R
cretary and Treasurer of the Bank of Madras, to the Officiating

General, dated 2nd October 1869,

On examining the silver bars forwarded from the Mint the purchasers decline to take them
h as is usually sold in bars. Iam myself no judge, but

ferior to those I have seen imported from England.

Accountant«

9. 1In these circumstances 1 await your instructions.
G.

ciating Accountant-General, to the Acting Assay Master,
below at your earliest convenicnce.

dated 2nd October 1869,
Kindly read this and give me your explanation T always
gilver was as pure as pure could be.

o

H.
From the Assay Master, to the Officiating Accountant-General, dated 9nd October 1869. :
As requested I append my remarks to your letter, with the bar gilver sent to the ba.nk._,;;g‘:i .
ce showing the quality of each bar, copy of which has also been farnished for.
rmation. Should you desire any explanation as to the quality of the silver bar, I request
be called for in regular official form. ‘ -

———

E.
t-General, to the Assay Master in charge of the Bullion Depbt,

From the Officiating Accountan
y dated 4th October 1869, No. 4235.

reference to your official letter of the 2nd instant,

I have the honour to request, with
No. 810, that you will at once pack up all the silver bullion in your possession and arrange with
immediate despatch by Steamer to Calcutta, the persons who the

the Master Attendant for its
Bank Secretary suppose would purchase it on favourable terms having refused to do so now on t'h,e

plea of its impurity. (True Copies.)

(Signed) D. KISSUN SING
Assist. Acot. Genl.

in charge of the i}uuion Depbt, to the Chiel

From P. F. BELLEW, Eaq., Assay Master
6th October 1869, No. 318.

Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Madras,

1 have the honour to submit, for the Orders of Government, the accompanying correspondence
in original between myself and Officiating Accountant-General, relative to return to the Bullion
Dcp&: from Madras Bank, of bar silyer value Rupees 50,001-3<3 remitted under Mr., Lodwick’s

instructions on 9nd instant.
9. The bullion being or

absolutely necessary that musters
I have the honour te request, therefore, that

bullion to Depdt for this purpose.

No. 19.

dered for shipment by Steamer of 11th instant to Calcutta, it is-
should be kept in this office of each bar in case of future reference.
immediate orders may be given for return of the
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3rd November 1869.

R

9. T beg further to inform you that I decline to order the bullion now in the Madras Bank to
be returned to you, as I consider it for the interests of Government otherwise to dispose of it, and
that T do not understand under what rule or order you consider yourself justified as Assay Master
in peremptorily requiring the Accountant-General, or the Officer acting as such, to issue orders at

IR«
Proceedings of the Ma ;

your dictation.
3. Mr. Mclver has received instructions to dispose of the bullion at present with him, and you

will be good enough to conform to the instructions which I had the honour to convey to you on the
4th instant with regard to the bullion under your charge.

4. 1 do not perceive by anything I have written or gaid that I ever professed to be aware of
the exact standard value of bullion, but having been told by Mr. MecIver that he could sell silver
bars at six-and-a-half or seven premium weight for weight with rupees, I concluded that he would
be able to do so, and merely reported the statement made to me to Calcutta requiring permission
to try my chance of selling the bars so as to save Government the expense of carriage.

5. That permission Was granted, and I accordingly authorized Mr. Meclver to sell if he could
and on his informing me that the people who had originally agreed to give seven premium
declined to do so on the ground that the silver was impure, I ordered the bullion (again in accordance

with the permission given me) to Calcutta.

2 ¢. I am nob aware, therefore, that I have done anything wrong, or that any ‘‘ unnecessary
trouble or ingonvenience'’ has arisen, as stated in your fourth paragraph, for the bullion would have
had to be packed in any case, and, therefore, its despatch to the Bank by you has not put you to the
smallest additional trouble.

« 7. T have further to express my vegret that you should have made any difficulty about
complying with my request for information as to the quality of the bullion conveyed to you
demi-officially on Mr, McIver's letter to me on Saturday night to save time.

"4 8. Your invoice had not come in to my Office or the Bank on Saturday when I received
Fer Meclver's letter, and, therefore, I had no means of ascertaining the truth respecting the value of
the bullion. Accordingly I wrote you demi-officially for information, which you might, I consider,
very well have supplied, instead of writing in the way you did, and thus preventing my learning what

T wished to know till Monday.

9. 1 believe that the practice of asking for information demi-officially is universal, and is well
adapted to further the interests of Government. You are the first Officer who has, in my experience,
he plea of requiring a regular official letter, and your doing so caused me inconve-

withheld it on b
nience; but I make no further comment on this proceeding of your’s, as it lies with Government to

decide whether you are right or wrong. \
10, As regards your last paragraph I have only to observe that I did not say the silver was
impure, bub only that the expected buyers had rejected it on that plea.
11. Since this was written I have learnt that you have called on the Bank to return the
Mr. Mclver has been instructed not to comply with your requisition, as you had no
ake it, but to act on my orders previously issued to him, and reported to Calcutta.

do so,

bullion to you.
authority to m

No. 21. Orper THEREON, 3rd November 1869, No. 526.

The Government understand that the bullion, referred to in the foregoing correspondence, has
been shipped to Caleutta, and that the musters have been returned to the Bullion Depdt.

9. The style adopted by Dr. Bellew in addressing the Acting Accountant-General, and his
reference to Government on 3 subject on which it was quite competent to the Acting Accountant-
General to issue orders, evince an insubordinate spirit, and display ignorance of his proper position
in reference to the Financial Department. As, however, Dr. Bellew, in his letter under date 7th
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