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FiyanciAL DEPARTMENT.
No. 427.

R.A. DALYELL, Es.,
Acting Secretary to the G’overmnent of Fort Saint George,
Tz SECRETARY 7o THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,

Financian DEPARTMENT.
SIR,

Reoferring to paragraph 2 of Mr. Assistant Secretary R. H. Hollingbery's letter, dated the
7th ultimo, No. 2464, requesting to be favoured with the opinion of this Government on Colonel
Hyde's suggestion that the Paper Currency Offics should be removed from the Mint to a conveuient
locality, I am directed to state that His Excellency the Governor in Council is of opinion that no
change should be made in the location of the Paper Currency Office for the next two or three yoars,
or until it is seen whether the bullion trade is likely to be developed or not.

2. The Madras Mint is not so inconveniently situated as Colonel Hyde has been led to sup= -
pose, nor has the location of the Paper Curreacy Office there in any degree impeded the free
circulation ‘of Currency Notes. No complaints have hitherto reached this Government on these
points. There ean be no doubt that & building situated close to the Banks and Mercantile Houses
would be more convenient than the present Mint premises for the Paper Currescy Office ; but this
cirenmstance does not seem to this Government to be sufficient to warrant the Tarze expense which
would be necessary to adapt a bui'ding near the Banks, if one large enough could be obtained,
for the Bullion Depodt, Assay Office, Paper Currency, and Stamp Paper Department.

3. When all the Mint machinery has been disposed of, the Mint premises will be put into
thorough repair ; and, if it be then found that they can be utilized for some other Department, this
Government will be prepared to consider the expediency of providing another building on the
North Beach for the location of the Assay and Paper Currency Offices, &o.

Forr Saint GroRGE, I have the honour to be,
17th September 1869, Sir,
: Your most obedient servant,

dctg. Secy. to Gout.

Exd, A, 8, Bodgers;
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