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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
2nd June 1869.

No. 1.

Read the following letter from H. E. SULLIVAN,

A P A B A et Pt A P A

Collector of Bellary, to

o
i3q.,

the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Hospett, 11th May 1869,

No. 27.

Adverting to the Order of Government, Financial Department, dated 20th ultimo, No. 196,

® No. 620, dated 5th instant,

censuring the tone in which I had addressed
the Deputy Accountant General, [ beg to enclose
copy of a letter*® since forwarded by me to the
Accountant General,

2. Having made all the amends in my power for allowing myself to be betrayed into the use

of expressions unsuitable to official correspondence, I respectfully beg to point out to Government
that the orders issued from the Deputy Accountant General’s Office withholding the salaries of
Heads of Departments and their establishments until the annual list referred to has been
furnished are unauthorized. The paper queted by the Deputy Accountant General as his
authority is merely an extract from a letter from the Government of India to the Govern-
ment of Madras, and contains one or two suggestions for the consideration of the latter im

view to

* One of the causes given in more than one presidency
*t for the delay which now takes place in supplying the
t hook of establishments, is the late date at which the
¢ roturns of establishments are received from many of
* the dcistricts or officers, by the Civil Auditor. His
¢ Lordship remarks that thisis no excuse, If the Dis-
* ¢rict Officers are faulty in this respect, it was the
** duty of the Civil Auditor {o report them for the notice
"t of Governmment, and one example made for such neg-
¢ lect will ensure general attention for the future.
¥ Indeed there seems no objection to the payment of the
* galary of each officer for the month of April being
*t made dependent on receipt of the list of estab
* ment for that month from sach officer, and whic
¢ )ist is the basis of the Aunditor's returns; or at any
" rate the time might be FIXED BY THE GOVERNMENT after
¥ July considering all LOCAL circumstances, for the pre-
¢ paration of the return, and if not then despatched,
% the Civil Auditor should report the officers guilty of

ensuring a more punctual submis-
of the return in I quote
it in the margin for easy reference, and as no

sion question,
order on the subject was ever issued by the
Madras Government, I respectfully submit that
although I may have erred in the manner of
my address, I was quite justified in questioning
the authority of the Deputy Aeccountant General
to issue the instructions objected to. I have
always been under the impression that the
Governor in Council alone had the power to
prohibit the payment of an official salary on the

" ~ hp 8 > o 7 oVe 10 L - S
Aot K00 1 Lats SRMBTE LY COWMMER day it fell due, but from the reply of the Board

of Revenue to a reference made by another officer on this same subject it would appear that I am
mistaken. The Board say, ** the Account Department has the power of retrenching pay drawn
without compliance with such instructions as it may issue on the subject.” If the Board are
correct in this view, I think that the order of Government, delegating such power to the Accountant
General and his Deputy, should be republished for general information. In their order quoted in
the first paragraph of this letter, the Government observe that if I had taken the trouble to make
myself acquainted with the records of my office, I would have learnt that the Circular isssued by
the Deputy Accountant General was not of recent origin, but with deference I submit that the
question was not whether it was of recent or remote origin, but whether any order authoriziug
him to issue such a circular was in existence, and no trace of such an order could be found in my
office though search was made for it for.two or three days.

3. I cannot but hope that, on a reconsideration of the whole question, the Government will
not accord their sanction to a measure so derogatory to the position of their Covenanted Officers.
Independently of the degrading nature of the pressure thus brought to bear on the Heads of
Departments, I beg to point out how hardly such a measure bears uwpon those who are in no way
responsible for the punctual submission of this return, and who, if this order is insisted on, must
be kept out of their salaries till nearly the middle of the month. In this district it is impossible
to getinall the information from the talugs till the 5th or 6th of the month. When received it has
to be compiled in a general return, the size of which is twenty-five demy sheets ; of this four copi
have to be made and checked, three for transmission to the Accountant General's Office, and ona
for record, and though every effort is made to get them off as early as possible the dates of despatch
during the last four years have varied from the 16th to the 18¢h. If there wasonly this return in




Proceedings of the Madras Gaumw‘t, v
2nd June 1869.

® List transmitted. forms of account
Everything is
transmission of the annual return as soon after the close of 1
being the case the Government will, I think, admit thﬁt he
Justified. But if it is thought that, with regard to this particula 3
need a special stimulus which is not thought necessary in the case of other simi
the goad be applied to those only who are responsible for its dmplioh ‘Let the Colle
be stopped, but why should the Assistant Collector, the Sheristadar, and the Clerk s
when they have neither part nor lotin the matter. R YTty
4. The only way I can account for the matter not having been earlier Mﬂ@
of Government is that, in the absence of any order on the subject, the nstructions fro
Accountant General's Office must have been regularly ignored. I myself was not aware
had ever been issued before, and I have invariably drawn my pay and that of my est
directly it became due, and so I imagine have all other Heads of Departments, The
General in paragraph 3 of his letter to Government excuses himself for sanctioning ﬁﬁ
feel is a degraling measure, by stating that he is held personally responsible by the nt o
India for the punctuality with which these and other returns are submitted. Does he mean to say
by this that Ze is precluded from drawing pay for himself and his establishment until they are
submitted ! This would doubtless justify the course he has seen fit to adopt with reference
of Departments in the Mofussil who, like himself, are dependent on others for the material
this return is composed. R e | Wt e Su e
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No. 2. Ogrper THEEEON, 2nd June 1869, i%. 2;!5’.
The Order of Government, No. 622, dated 14th April last, ¢
will have informed him that the Government entirely approve
Deputy Accountant General regarding the submission of the Annual
Account Department for the preparation of the list of stablishn ]

Mr. Sullivan again to trouble the Government on the subject of this

3. The Government are also of opinion that the terms in- h

an order, which he knew to have been approved by the Governmen "
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