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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
20tk April 1869.

No. 53. Read the following letter from the Accountant General, Madras, to the Chief Secre-
tary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Fort Saint George, 14th April 1869,
No. 18.

Post Audit Department.

I have the honor to submit, for the consideration and orders of Government, the accompanying
Btter-from Mr. Sullivan, the Collector of Bellary, dated 26th March 1869, No. 398, declining to
carty out the instructions issued by the Deputy Accountant General, under my direction, to with-
hold payment of all Salary Bills for the month of March, until certified that the Annual Returns
required by this Department for the preparation of the list of establishments had been duly
furnished to it.

2 I refrain from making any comment on the terms in which the Collector has thought
prope: to refer to my Deputy, as I feel assurgd that the Government will not permit an officer,
acting in the strict performance of his duty, tobe treated with marked disrespeet. I will only
observe, therefore, that the instructions to withhold payment of salaries, until the requirements of
the Audit Department were fully satisfied, have been issued in this Presidency évery year since
1857 ; that similar instructions are yearly issued by the Audit Departments of every other Presi-
dency, and Administration ; and that sanction for the same is contained in an Order of the Govern-
ment of India, dated 18th August 1842,

Q

3. In conclusion, I beg to point out that the Accountant General is held personally respon-
sible by the Government of India for the punctuality with which these and other returns i sk
mitted to that Government ; and His Excellency the Governor in Council will, doubtless, not have
failed to observe the very stringent terms in which the orders of the Financial Department on
this subject have of late been couched. It seems then only just to the Accountant General thag
he should be permitted to secure himself from the penalties threatened by the Government of
India, by adopting every means in his power to exact equal punctuality on the part of the officers
ou whom he is dependent for the returns which are necessary to enable him to meet jts require-
ments. It may, perhaps, be said that the Accountant General, without resorting to the extreme
step of withholding salaries, might report each defaulting officer to Government : but looking to
the very large number of officers having establishments under their control, I am satisfied Athat
this measure would not prove effectual, while the Accountant General would have a very invidious
duty, and large amount of additional labor cast upon him, and the Government would be inund

ated
with vexatious appeals to their authority.

From H. E. SULLIVAN, Esq., Collector of Bellary, to the Accountant General, Madras
26th March 1869, No. 398. i

: dated

I have the honor to ask your attention to paragraph 3 of Cireular No. 51, Post Audit De part-
ment, dated 4thinstant, from the Deputy Accountant General, received to-day, in which he instructs
Collectors to withhold the salary due in arrears for March from all officers drawing pay for them-
selves and establishments from Civil treasuries until they have certified that they have submitted

the Annual Returns of Establishment, the forms
® Have since been received. for which by the way have not* yet been
received.

2. I feel perfectly certain that these ** instructions” of the Deputy Accountant General did
not receive your sanction. Whilst fully appreciating Mr. Lodwick’s zeal for the despatch of busi-
ness, and his desire *‘ to prevent delay,”” I have yet to learn that he is authorized to carry out his
ideas by stopping the pay of the officers of Government as he would the wages of his butler. If
such authority has been delegated to him he should have quoted the order of Government. In the
absence of such sanction for this arbitrary proceeding, I do not feel myself bound to carry out the
Deputy Accountant General’s instructions.




e :
Pm‘“"""ﬂ" of the Madyay Government, Financial Department,
20k April 1369, £
Ko, 54. | OzpER THEREON, 20th April 1869, No. 196.

: ill bo
he order of Government in tho Jugiciy Department, dated 14th instant, No. 622, wi
Communicated tg the Collector of Bellary,

y f his
2. If that officer hag taken the trouble to make himself acquainted with the rocnolrd; :ot of
office he would by, learnt that the Circylar issued by the Deputy Accountant Gene :

¥ : ing officia
recent origin ; and he would have refrained from using expreasions which are unbecoming o /
- Correspondegce, ' .

(True Extract),

Ohicf Seoretary-
i

To the Callector of Bellary, ity No. 622,
»  Accountant General,

.‘l : . Wﬂ.lt.
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NGS of he MADRAS COVERNMENT.

PROCEEDI

Read the following ]etter/ém‘ ﬁ

DEPARTMENT.

CODANCRORII OPFPREH

DERRART

Dated, 24 Z_ 1/

L7853 No. 2oy
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