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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
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No. 52.  Read the following letter from the Accountant General, Madras, to the Chief Secre-
tary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Fort Saint George, 16th March 1869,
No. 275.

Examiner of Claims’ Department,

I regret to be obliged again to ask Government to sanction a temporary allowance for extra
establishment, to enable me to strengthen the Pension Report Department of this Office, which
has again fallen into arrears.

2, The Department has, since 1st September last, disposed of 377 cases, or at the rate of
about three cases a day, but there are at present 315 in hand, of which 262 have been received
since lst January.

3. T am reluctant to apply to the Supreme Government for a permanent increase to my
Pension Report Establishment, as I believe the present large number of cases requiring to be
reported on to be entirely exceptional, and that, as soon as the existing pressure on the Depart-
ment, caused by Mr. Pelly’s revision of establishments, has passed off, it will be fully equal to the
ordinary duties required of it. Under these circumstances, I am induced to solicit the sanction
of Government for a temporary establishment, at a monthly cost of Rupees 50, for four months.

No. 53. OrpER THEREON, 19th March 1869, No. 144,
Sanctioned.
(True Extract).

-

- Obief Beoretary,

To the Accountant General,
,»  Examiner of Claims.

Bxd, J, Wright,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
19th March 1869.

No. 54. Read the following letter from the Acting Sub-Collector in charge of Salem District,
to the Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue ; dated Mallur, 27th February 1869,

No. 46,
1 have the honor to submit the following case for the orders of the Board :—

2. On the 25th September 1867, a stolen Currency N ote, No, ;g 56623 for Rupees 50,
was presented by the Court Stamp Vendor Venkatasami Naidu at the District Treasury Salem for
encashment. It wasseized and sent in th® first instance to the Town Sub-Magistrate, who, finding
that the note had been stolen in the Bellary District, forwarded it to Mr. Kelsall, the Acting Head
Assistant Magistrate, within whose jurisdiction the offence had occurred.

3. 'The note was traced to ‘one Aroonachella Moodelly of Wallajapett in the North Arcot
District, and he after some time appeared before Mr. Kelsall, and produced a letter from
Dr. Scudder of Vellore, stating that he had paid the note to Aroonachella Moodelly., The note
bearing Dr. Scudder’s endorsement, Mr. Kelsall considered it unnecessary to hold any further
enquiry, and told Aroonachella Moodelly that he was at liberty to return to his house. Mr. Kelsall
sent for him next morning apparently to return the note, but he could not be found, and that
gentleman, after a short delay, wrote to Mr, Wilkingon, the Head Assistant Magistrate of North
Arcot. enclosing the note, and requesting him to take steps to restore it to Aroonachella Moodelly-
This letter, which is alleged to have been posted on the 24th January 1868, is stated by
Mr. Wilkinson not to have been received. It appears that no trace of it can be obtained.

4. From the enclosed copies of a letter from the Magistrate of Bellary, and of a letter from
Mr. Kelsall to that Officer, the Board will observe that the Tappal Book of the Head Assistant
Magistrate's office has disappeared, and that there is no proof that the missing letter passed
through any Post Office ; and looking to the fact that a large number of letters despatched from,
and addressed to, the Acting Head Assistant Magistrate of Bellary’s office have disappeared,
I have but little doubt that the theft must have been perpetrated by one of his own clerks, and that
in all probability the letter addressed to Mr. Wilkinson was never posted, but stolen in the office.

5. With all deference to Mr. Sullivan it appears tome that the responsibility as regards this
particular letter might be more satisfactorily determined than it has been. The Pay Abstracts
would show who were the Magisterial and Despatching Clerks on the 24th January 1868, and that
question once settled, I think that some further information might be obtained.

6. Mr. Kelsall offers to pay the value of the missing note ; but I think, as he isnot respon-
sible for the despatch of letters, that ivis hardly just that he should, and that thus quietly settling
the wattor will only encourage his dishonest subordinates to commit further thefts. .

7. Venkatasami Naidu now claims the equivalent for the impounded note, and T shall
feol favored by instructions as to whether the Rupees 50 is to be paid from this Treasury and
debited to Government ; whether I am to call upon Mr. Kelsall for the amount, or whether the
parties who were, on the 24th January 1868, the Magisterial and Despatching Clerks of the
Bellary Head Assistant Magistrate’s office, are to be held responsible.

From H. E. SULLIVAN, Esq., Magistrate of Bellary, to the Magistrate of Salem ; dated Bellary,
19th February 1869, No. 67.

Adverting to your letter, No. 35, dated 27th ultimo, and its enclosures, I have the honor to
forward, for yourjinformation, copy of a report®

% No. 12, dated 11th February 1869, on the subject of the missing Currency Note
received from Mr. Kelsall, the Acting Head

Assistant Magistrate of this District, Mr. Kelsall offers to make good the loss himself ; but Ido
not think he can be fairly called on to do this. For some time previous to his transfer from the
Western to the Eastern Division of the District, numbers of letters addressed to and despatched
from. his office disappeared in a mysterious manner, and all efforts to, trace them proved ineffec-
cual. T have no doubt that the loss of the letter containing the Currency Note was due to the same

agency l)y “’hich :lml'l}' Uthers were a’bStrD’Cted'
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