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No. 578.

Tuz Hoxorasiz R. 8. ELLIS, . g, s
Chief Becretary to the Government of Fort Saint George,

Tue SECRETARY 10 Tz GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
Fixaxciar, DEpARTMENT.

Fixanciat DErARTMENT. \
Y 1

Siz, :

In reply to your letter of the 27th Oectober last, No. 3253, intimating that the Governor
General in Council has determined that the control of the Money Order Accounts of this Presi-
dency shall be removed to the Chief Office at Calcutta, and requesting that a report may be sub-
mitted of the reductions that can be effected in the establishment and charges of the local Con-

troller’s Office, I am directed to transmit copy
® Dated 20th November 1868, No, 227, + of a letter* from the Accountant General, Mad-

- ras, from which it will be seen that by the adop-
tion of the course determined on by the Governor General in Council, a saving of not more than
Rupees 145 per mensem, or Rupees 1,740 per annum, will be effected. ; .

2. The Accountant General remarks that he fails to see how the proposed transfer of the
control of the Money Order Accounts will be attended with much economy, while the salary of the
local Controllet, which is by far the heaviegt item, as pointed out in paragraph 8 of my letter, dated
the 4th instant, No. 560, remains as a charge against the Department.

3. The Accountant General is of opinion that if all control over the accounts is removed,
there is no necessity for an officer of Mr. Hewson's ability. He would place his services at the
disposal of the Government of India, as a competent person might be found on a salary of Rupees
109 to undertake the duties which will devolve on Mr. Hewson on the transfer of the accounts.

4. The Accountant General suggests, however, as an experimental measure, that the duty of
gupervising the issue and payment of Money Orders be entrusted to the Examiner of Claims. If
this suggestion be approved, he proposes that the present Head Clerk and Cashier be alone retain-
ed, by which arrangement there will be a saving of Rupees 7,380 per annum instead of only Ru-
pees 1,740. . 3 i . E

5. I am to add that His Excellency the Governor in Council entirely concurs in the views

expressed by the Accountant General ; and to state that the suggestion of the Accountant.Gcne-
ral, to place the control of the Money Order Department um;:ler an officer attached to his own
. Department, accords with the opinion held by this Government in paragraph 8 of my letter of the

4th instant, No. 560,
I have the honor to be,

Fort SAINT GEORGE, Sir. :
18th December 18G8. ¥oir foost obeilient, Sermng)

Chief Secretary.
From the Accountant General, Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ;
dated Fort Saint George, 20th November 1868, No. 227.

Cormzln:::g:ﬁe:: l:l::::)b;'der of Government, dated the 12th instant, referring for my report a letter
from the Und:r Secretary to the Government of India in tl.Je F inan(.:ial De?artment of the 27th
ultimo, communicating the orders of the Governor General in Council rclatn-'? to the r.cmova.l of
the control of the Money Order Accounts from the local Controllers to the Chief Office in Caleut-
ta. I have the honor to submit the following remarks. ; j

: 9. In the Madras Presidency there are fifty-threc Money Order :&genclcs, which render
monthly to the Head Office 318 Statements. To examine and check thefie Statements the Cont.ro.ller
las a staff of four Assistaunts on a gross monthly salary of Rupees 1%:). Hc. has also a Ca‘shx.er, '
and an Assistant Cashier on salaries of Rupees 45 and 20, respectively ; his own salary being

Rupees 500, rising to 600. The entire cost, therefore, of the Money Order Office at Madras is at
u ’

ihe present time Rupees 710 per mensem.
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Fort Saint George,

Zhe Secretary to the Govt. of India,
Financial Depariment.
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