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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
4th June 1868.

Read the following papers :—
No. 8. Proceedings of the Government of India, Financial Department, dated Fort William
31st October 1866, No. 3140. :
Leave and Allowances.
Read the following correspondence regarding a standard table of distances for checking tne
distances charged for in bills for travelling allowance under the rules of the Civil Department:i—
From Accountant General, Punjab, No. 8227, dated 27th April 1866, urging the conveni-
ence of having some fixed standard for the distances above mentioned, and suggesting that a
General Order be issued on the subject, for the guidance of the Local Governments ag well as of
all Offices of Audit and Account.
, Circular to other Civil Accountants General and Deputy Accountants General in indepen-
dent charge, requesting them to report by what Tables of Distances they are guided, and the
authority for the adoption of the Tables.
Replies to the Circular, viz. :—
From Accountant General, Bengal, No. 491, dated 16th May 1866. by
Deputy Accountant General, Central Provinces, No. 180, dated 18th May 1866, -
Accountant General, North-Western Provinees, No. 29, dated 30th May 1866.
Deputy Accountant General, Hyderabad, No. 489, dated 3rd July 1866.
- ¥ o Mysore, No. 536, dated 5th July 1866.
Accountant General, Madras, No. 1391, dated 6th July 1866.
Bombay, No. 1121, dated 7th July 1866.
British Burmah, No. 790, dated 9th July 1866.
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RzsoroTioN.— The Governor General in Council observes that an anthorized Table of Distances
would be as satisfactory to Officers, who must desire to be accuratein their statements of the dis-

tances for which they charge travelling allowance, as it isnecessary for the Offices of Pay and Audit

in checking the charges.

2. The only general authority on the subject is the clause in the Covenanted Civil Service
Absentee Rules of the gth June 1855, that the allowance of eight Annas per mile should be
regulated by the direet post road, according to the Polymetrical Tables of the Post Office.

3. An authoritative Table of Distances has been cstablished by the Government of the
North-Western Provinces, and one is under preparation by the Chief Commissioner, Central
Provinces. :

4. Inan Order, dated 29th April 1863, on a question raised in the Punjab, it was directed
that travelling allowances in that Province * should be regulated by the distances recorded in the
¢s Postal Department, or, failing any Table in that Department, by an authoritative standard
¢¢ which (pending the compilation of the Polymetrical Tables of Distances for the Punjab, now
¢ under contemplation by the Punjab Government) may be adopted from that prepared by the
‘¢ Quarter Master General, or the Civil Pay Master, as may be considered most correct.”

5. In other Provinces and Administrations of the Bengal Presidency, and in the Madras
and Bombay Presidencies, as also in the Berars and Mysore, no Table of Distances has been
authoritatively prescribed in the Civil Department as a standard. The Polymetrical Tables of
the Post Office, supplemented by the Route Book of the Quarter Master General, and, where these
fail, a statement of distances obtained from the Commissioner of the Division, the Collector, or other
competent authority, have principally guided the payments of travelling allowances. For the
journies performed by rail, the distances in the Railway Time Tables, which regulate the charge by
the Railway Company, necessarily govern that against the Government.

6. It must be left to each Local Government and Administration to settle what shall be the
star;dard Table of Distances between places in the territories under its control. The examples in
the North-Western Provinces and the Central Provinces show that the Civil Offices of Aecount
and Audit can effectively initiate the preparation of such a Table as the Local Government, after
consulting its Administrative Officers and its Public Works Department, may approve. The
difficulty exists in ascortaining the distances of the main lines of road to or between places in the
interior ; and with regard to these the Officers of Account and Audit can collect the materials for




Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
4th June 1868.

_a Table by collating the distances between the same places charged for at various times by differ-
ent Officers. A Table thus prepared and supplemented by information obtained from tite Poly-
metrical Tables of the Post Office and the Quarter Master General's Department, and from éthéi‘
gources, might be authoritatively established, after review by the Local Government as to its com-
pleteness and its accuracy as regards both the statement of distances and the selection of the
shortest routes. - - :

7. Copies of the Table which may be prescribed as the standard should be f\li“lliiﬂ.iléd?to the
geveral Departments of the Government of India. ' '

T S s oitles ok
Ordered that a copy of this Resolution be sent to— W 3 svroad
The several Local Governments and Administrations. £t o gygedliy Do
The Comptroller General of Accbunf.s; RO, RO ik,
The several Accountants General, and to the Deputy Accountants General W S dependishe
charge. ‘ w1 "0 erenil U fangl
. (Signed) R. P. HARRISON,' ‘wqerq aslded o
. “‘f Comptr. Genl. of Aecounts c L
Goar =g for Secy. to the Govt. of Indin.

e L SO

Referred to the Accountant General, who. willbe good enough to stato w}iletﬁer his office dan
A AT TR I

»

1

undertake the preparation of such a standsrd table of distances as is alluded to by the Govern-
ment of India, in communication with L. 3:Jokectors of Disfricts and Offigers of tt‘-hé fubi‘ic :ﬁipﬁfa
Department. My, Lushington will submit, fur approval, a form of the proposed Table with refer-

ence to those said to have b@"& éli'f?l&%éféﬁate‘d' i 4ho Nérth Western and the Central Provinees,

with guch suggestions as may Secar Tk, - Vi i0d atettd’ oML saB1 S0 denital uie ot
Wnpm duowm Geavgn PR S0, (Signed) A. I ARSUTHNOT
ey - } s \‘.ni‘¢w..f ¥y ;I =t 9 g - b - 3
27th peoeMer 1866. | : > e R R ?&"ﬁ'f t?ggetafy.
| ; | FNQ~“349. 4 Exd !‘L
No. 9. ' : © MEMORAKNDUM. i

Post Aulit Departmsnt. iy ‘ e

With reference to endorsement, dated 27th‘1711timo, on the copy oi‘ ‘thé;fﬁ'ixi’dﬂéi'"gl m:séﬁlﬁb&
of the Government of India, No. 8140, dated 31st October last, addl:ésggd to the Local Govert *
ment, the undersigned has the honor to report, thal measures. will be ;tal':'eﬁ "fqr tth‘a' Vp}éfifa;ratioxf of

a Table of Distances such as is recommendad by the Supreme Government ; but the work will taks
time, and as soon as the form in which, it should be issued is determined on, it wiil, as req;&ifétf‘.’
be submitted for the approval of Gevernment, : | . kg
Forr Saint Groree, P A0 et aiegmion (Signed) - F. LUSHINGTON,
oth January 1867. (4 el .. dccountant General.
To the Chief Secretary to GovernmeatdFort Saintég_gprgc.:'; s - ik,
: . RN e ' ALB NS T
No.10.  FromF. LUSHINGTON, Esq., Accountant General, Madras, to the Chief Secretary
to Government, Fort Saiut George ; dated Fort Sai'nt"%orge, 18th May 1868, No. 42
Post Audit Department, A
- With reference to my Memorandum, No. 516, dated 9L . ary 1867, I have the honor to
 gtate that I called upon all Collectors te furnish me with a st= ~ort showing the distances be-

tween the several places in their districts, and that the .- crards which were received from

those Officers were sent to the Postmaster General, the Controller of Public Works Accounts, and -

the Quarter Master General of the Army, with a request that they might be checked, and that

: auch assistance might be rendered to my department as would enable it to compile th’e Table of

Dmt‘moes»required‘ by the Government of India. The Officers named have, however, all replied
 that they are unable to give any assistance towards completing the work. G~

2. Tt scems to me that the Quarter Master General (copy of Whose letter on the subject is

o encl@ed), is the proper Officer to assist in this work, as his Department is continually engaged in

_ drawing up maps, and should, therefore, be in possession of much valuable information regarding

~ distances, roads, &e. et :

-

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
4th June 1868.

3. This department has no means of verifying the correctness of the Memoranda referred to
in my 1st paragraph, and eannot draw up a thoroughly reliable Road Book without assistance. I
have, therefore, the honor to request that the different departments I have mentioned, and espe-
cially the Quarter Master General's Department, may be directed to render me the required

assistance.

From the Quarter Master General, to the Deputy Accountant General, Madras ; dated Fort Saint
George, 14th May 1868, No. 3974.

In acknowledging the receipt of your letter, dated 6th instant, No. 586, I have the honor to
obsorve that all the information that this office could furnish in regard to distances between towns
ar ~ villages in the several Collectorates, &c., is to be found in Colonel Scott’s book of ¢¢ Routes,’’
an- in G. 0. G., dated 30th January 1857, No. 25. I beg to refer you to these official records, to
er. ble your Deparctment to correct, if necessary, th~ particulars which have been furnished to you
by local Officars of Districts, and to obtain any further information that is desired to complete
the Tables prepared by them.

2. You will observe that the G. O. G. above qucied was published to obviate the necessity
of applications to this department for certificates of dictances ; and I would invite your attention
to the Order of the Madras Government in the Financia Department, lated 22nd September 1865,
No. 449, by which the Governor in Council was pl ascd to relieve this office from the duty of
checking mileage bills.

3. The twenty-two documents received with you.le.t . under reply are herewith returned.

No, 11. OrpER THEREON, 4th June 1868, No. 279.
In his letter of the i8th ultimo, the Accoustant ¢‘eneral complains that he is unable to
obtai a1y assistance from the Officers margin-

Postmac.T Gt 3% " : 1 lata: ¢

Controiler of Public Works Accounis. ofk L pl‘e.pm ng a ']_ja‘bw of I.)mta’ ey

Quarter Master General. ~mch may serve in calculating travelling allow-
ances.

9. Mr. Lushington specially complains of the Quarter Master General’s Department, which
he considers should most aid. To relieve this department, however, from such work, a special
T ble was drawn out in 1857, and published authoritatively, for the guidance of all departments
in regulating charges for travelling batta.

3. Scott’s Road Book is, also, a recognized authority, which is available to the Accountant
Guneral.

4. The Government consider that, with the returns which the Accountant General has received
from the Collectors, and the authorized Table and Scott’s Road Book, above noticed, he should
be able to prepare the Table of Distances. When completed, it might be sent, for such correction
as may be necessary, to the Psst Master General, Controller of Pablic Works Accounts, and
Quarter Master General, who 5 ill be requested to make this revision from a comparison of the
tables in use in their respective offices. This course will, it is believed, secure very sufficient
aceuracy, With a minimum of trouble to the several departments.

(True Extract).

Chief Secretary.

To the Accountant General.

Postmaster General.

Controller of Public Works Accounts,
Quarter Master General.

ER
"

Exd.J. H. Burns,
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No. 3140,
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA,

FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.

Leave and Allowances-

Forr WiILLIAM, the 31st October 1866.

Read the following correspondeﬂce i'egarding a standard Table of distances for checking the
distances charged for in Bills for travelling allowance under the rules of the Civil Department :—

From Accountant General Punjab, No. 8227, dated .27th April 1866, urging the convenience
of having some fixed standard for the distances above mentioned, and suggesting that a General
Order be issued on the subject, for the guidance of the Local Governments as well as of all
Offices of Audit and Account.

Circular to other Civil Accountants General and Deputy Accountants General in independent
charge, requesting them to report by what Tables of distances they are guided, and the authority
for the adoption of the Tables.

Replies to the Cireular, viz. :— ;
From Accountant General Bengal, No. 491, dated 16th May 1866.

, Deputy Accountant General Central Provinces, No. 180, dated 18th May 1866.
~,, Accountant General North-Western Provinces, No. 29, dated 30th May 1866.
‘Deputy Accountant General Hyderabad, No. 489, dated Srd July 1300, ‘

o o 3 »  Mysore, No. 536, dated 5th July 18686,
Accountant General Madras, No. 1391, dated 6th July 1866.
Bombay. No. 1121, dated 7th July 1866.

2 ” » e

= - »  British Burmah, No. 790, dated 9th July 1866.

Resorvrion.—The Governor General in Council observes that an autho-
rised Table of distances would be as satisfactory to Officers who must desire to
be accurate in their statements of the distances for which they charge travelling -
‘allowance, as it is necessary for the Offices of Pay and Audit in checking the
charges. . 2
9. The only general authority on the subject is the clause in the Co-
venanted Civil Service Absentee Rules of the 8th June 1855, that the allow-
ance of eight annas per mile should be regulated by the direct post road, ac-
cording to the *olymetrical Tables of the Post Office. :

3. An authoritative Table of distances has been " established by the
Government of the North-Western Provinces, and one is under preparation
by the Chief Commissioner Central Provinces.

4. In an order dated 29th April1863, on a question raised in the Punjab,
it was directed that travelling allowances in that Province “ should be regulated
“ by the distances recorded in the Postal Department, or, fs i}ing any Table in
« that Department, by an authoritative standard which (pending the compila-
 tion of the Polymetrical Tables of distances for the Punjab, now under con-
« templation by the Punjab Government) may be adopted from that prepared
« by the Quarter Master General, or the Civil Pay Master, as may be con-
« sidered most correct.”

”
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5. 1In other Provinces and Administrations of the Bengal Presidency,
and in the Madras and Bombay Presidencies, as also in the Berars and
Mysore, no Table of distances has been authoritatively preseribed in the Civil
Department as a standard. The Polymetrical Tables ofp the Post Office, sup-
plemented by the Route Book of the Quarter Master General, and where
these fall, a statement of distances obtained from the Commissioner of the
Division, the Collector or other competent authority, have principally guided
the payments of travelling allowances. For the journies performed by rail,
the distances in the Railway Time Tables which regulate the charge by the
Railway Company necessarily govern that against the Government.

6. It must be left to each Local Government and Administration to
settle what shall be the standard Table of distances between places in the
territories under its control. Thé examples in the North-Western Proyinces
and the Central Provinces shew that the Civil Offices of Account and Audit
can effectively initiate the preparation of such a Table as the Local Govern-
ment, after consulting its Administrative Officers and its Public Works Depart-
ment, may approve. The difficulty exists in ascertaining the distances of the
main lines of road, to or between. places in the interior, and with regard to
these the Officers of Account and Audit can collect the materials for a Table

by collating the distances between the same places charged for at various

times by different Officers. A Table thus prepared and supplemented by
information obtained from the Polymetrical Tables of the Post Office and the

Quarter Master General’s Department and from other sources, might be au-
thoritatively established after. review by the Tocal Government as to its com-

pleteness and its accuracy as regards both the statement of distances and
the selection of the shortest routes. \ ,

7. Copies of the Table which may be pmscﬁbed as théts’tan d b
furn_isliﬂé]'to the several Depa,rtmenmgnﬂle G overnment of Indiiard gboul e

Mt .

Ordered that a copy of this Resolution be sent to

The several Local Governments and Administrations.
The Comptroller General of Accounts '

The several Accountants General, and t;"the Deputy -Accountants
General in independent charge. 5

L3

ﬁ‘Smm&”éfm

.//eca.mé

ment of India.

400 12-11-66.
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