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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Depariment,

14th September 1867.

No. 31. Read the following letter from V. RAMIENGAR, Superintendeat of Stamps, Madras,
to the Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint Geor dated Madras, 6th

September 1867, No. 453.

With reference to the Order of Government, dated 18th June last, No. 264, I have the honor

- > e it . e
to report the result tne work of the .\“"if l"-’]wtl‘t‘x;r nt, and the establishment

which I consider formance of that work at the busiest time of the vear
" 1. caad
2. I'he presens
Nots.—There is her small ) maintained ata cost of 145} Rupees a  gtrength of the estab-
month S 1 the O e Departuent of the Asgay f attends to * =
the adjustwm f weights and measures lishment to which my
inquiry has been direct-
ed ists of
1 per 1 sein

I,'). ',}}l‘ ‘..’"' V:;‘Y'
1 Do. on 14 do. do.
or five servants in all, on an aggregate monthly salary of 339
Master has had this establishment s September 1842, when
strength in assimilation to the scale of the corresponding office at
3. The Mint Master coz of two Accountants

large for the work of the office

“ assuming the Assay Master

‘ to 'IJ the delic ite paris of tl

“c

and to make ot veri he caleulation of value of tenders, the clerical work of

¢t ig not, at the busiest time of the year, more than one geod Clerk or Accountant could conveni-
2 P 3 1 N [ IS E = o M +ant 3 . - oy T4 3 - : ~

‘¢ ently perform, and that a Deputy Accountant is ly requisite to be maintained
““1n case of the al while whole

sence from sickness or other cause of the Head Accounta
<¢ staff of Writers is a 181

and have endeaveured to m

ther unnecessary.”” I have paid several visits to the Assay Offic

: Ly

with the

myself acquaix xtent and nature of the work

a clear 1dea of the same, I shall describe, as

to be performed by the establishment. To cony

» ) =
B &

ocesses gone through on receipt of bullion for assay, taking an

I : g
actual case from the books of the Departmeunt.
4. On the 2

time of last year, there

th of May 1866, then, which I have taken at random as a day i

n
or

-t
p

-
-
—y
[

12 tenders of silver bullion, consisting of 119 bars, for

assay. On receipt of them, the Mint Depart-
Vide enclosure A. ment sent the usual intimation to the Assay

Office, wlu-r(,-u;mn one of the Aceountants pro-

ceeded to take musters from each bar of silver. Two musters were taken, one from the top and
one from the bottom of each bar, and wrapped

* Enslosure B. up in labels* prepared by the third Clerk on 14

Rl‘quﬂ‘ﬁ, the number of such labels i,n;in«; twice
the number of bars. or 2 x 119 = 238 in the case now referred to. The musters thus taken were

weighed in the first instance by the Superintendent of Musters, and afterwards by the Head and

Deputy Accountants. The weighments and the practical assay were mext attended to by
the Assav Master or his Deputy. The Assay Master recorded the results with his éwn hand in a

book, called the * Assay Report Book,” kept by

+ Enclogure C. him for the purpose. A copyt of this was sent
5 : = to the Mint Master, who thereupon furnished to
I

the owners of the bullion receipts} showing the

weizht of each bar of silver comprised in each tender. These receipts were presented at the Assay

Office by the owners or their agents, upon which the Head and Deputy Accountants proceeded

to calculate, independently of each other, the value of the bullion comprised in each of the 12
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Finaneial Department,
14th September 1367.

certificates, the advice to the Bank—all these have to be prepared with despatch, either for trans-
mission to other offices or for delivery to merchants, and they have also all to be copied into the
Office Registers, of which there are so many as ten, as alraady shewn. I consider it impossible for
any orte clerk to do all this without allowing the work to fall in arrears. It is true that in some
of the office Registers —in those, for instance, intended for recording the transactions in gold, there
has of late been little or nothing to register _but this state of things cannot, | presame, be always
reckoned upon. When work does flow in, the establishment should be such as to be able to cope
with it, and thisis all the more necessary in an offiea like that of the Assay, where the work is pe-
culiar, and where delay in the performanes of the work mizht oceasion hardship, and expose the
department to the just complaints of ths mercantile community. From all that I have seen, my
impression is that the present distr.bution of work gives fair, if not quite full, employment to the
three Clerks at the busiest time. By reducing the three Clerks to two, and the two Accountants
to one, the work could perhaps be got on with a little pressure, but T question whether it would be
done as well as it is under the present division and allotment of labor ; and, in case’of the absence,
from sickness or other anavoidable cause, of one of the two Clerks, or of the only Accountant,
gerious inconvenience maust result. If we would avoid this, the strength of the establishment
maintained must be somewhat greater than in exact proportion to the work to be done. 1t is thus
that small offices appear to disadvantage as to cost.

8. The annexed statement* of the value of bullion assayed annually since the re-
establishment of the Mint in 1841, and for
five years previous to that period, will show
that, while tha work of the Assay Department is subject to very great fluctuation, it has, on the
whole, increased of late years, anl that the largest quantity of bullion which the  Assay Master
has been called upon to assay in one year is upwards of three quarters of a million.

# Enclosure H,

No. 32. Orper TaEREON, 14th September 1867, No. 421,
Under the circamstances stated in the fcregoing report, the Governor in Council considers
it inexpedient to make any reduction in the strength of th establishment attached to the Assay

Office.
(True Extraet).

Chief Secretary.

To the Mint Master.

To V. Ramiengar.
o

Exd. J. H. Burns.
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