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Proceedings of the M adras Government, Financial Department,
16th August 1867,

IO W s oo RSN I VT s g D8
Read the following papers :—
No. 33. From the Accountant General, British Burmah, to the Financial Secretary to the
Government of India, Simla ; dated Rangoon, 21st June 1867, No. 1514,

By recent orders contained in Government Resolution in the Financial Department, No. 2626,
dated 4th October 1866, the Money Order system for some time in force in Bengal has been extend-
ed to British Burmah. ' .

9. TUnder the rules laid down in that same Resolution, Money Order Agents in British
Burmah can draw orders upon, and pay orders from, any Treasury in the Bengal Presidency ; but in
the case of the Madras Presidency the privilege is limited to the General Treasury at Madras.

3. The Money Order system is gtated by its inaugurator, the Accountant General, Bengal,
£o be founded upon the Post Office Order system in Great Britain, and its object is to afford to the
public the means of safely and economically transmitting small sums of money from one place

to another:

4. The public must here be taken to include Government officials, as immediately on the
introduction of the Money Order system the Government of India declined to continue the indul-
gence of Privilege Remittance Transfer Receipts to its Officers in Civil employ, whether Civil

Covenanted, Military, or Uncovenanted Officers, on the grounds that Currency Notes yere more
or less available, and that the Money Order system had been extended throughout India.

5. The new system so far asit goes, isundoubtedly a great boon both to the public and
to the officials of Government, but its benefit in British Burmah is very considerably diminished
by the restriction placed upon the Treasuries which may be drawn upon in the Presidency with
which this province is most intimately connected. While a Money Order Agent is allowed to draw
upon the Treasurics of tho Punjab and Oudh. the North-West and Ceniral Pravinsns; —ocmrmiess
which furnish hardly a man to British Burmah, he is debarred from remitting money through his
office to any but one Treasury in the Madras Presidency, a Presidency which supplies, I may
say, the whole of its Foreign unskilled labor to the Pegu and Tenasserim Divisions, besides
replenigshing up to perhaps three-fourths of its numbers, the class employed as writers and clerks
in both#Bovernment and private establishments throughout the province. These are the elasses
that would principally make use of the new system, as the low maximum of a Money Order practi-
cally debars the wealthy and trading classes from employing them to any extent. Theseooly would
apply for one on returning to his native country with the aceumulated savings of ‘a few years
residence in Burmah, the middle classes would take them when remitting small sums from time
to time to their friends and relations at their homes. There is probably no class of the public
in India who will make more use of these Money Orders than those who are employed across sea
at a distance from their homes. So situated is the whole Foreign population of British Burmak and
yet, with the exception of the few who come from Bengal, they have the means of remitting money

to only one town in an enormouns Presidency, from the length and breadth of which they have

been recruited.

6. TUnless very strong reasons exist for refusing compliance with my request, I would strongly
urge that every Money Order Agent in British Burmah be empowered to draw on every Treasury
in the Madras Presidency, even if this privilége should necessitate the closing of the Treasuries
of the Punjab and Oudh, the North-West and Central Provinees, to the public of this province,

No. 1498,

Copy forwarded to the Government of Madras and the Accountant General of that Presidency
for an expression of opinion on Mr. Mangles' proposition in paragraph 6.
4 {By Order.)
(Signed) 'R. H. HOLLINGBERY,_
Sura, 18tk July 186?. Asgst. Scc_g/. to the Govt. of- Lgia.

FinanciAL DEPARTMENT,
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