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Financtar, DEPARTHMENT.
No. 263. .

Frox
A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Esq,

Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George,
To
Taz SECRETARY 7o Tae GOVERNMENT or INDIA,

Financiar DEPARTMENT,
SIR,

I am directed to forward, for the consideration and orders of His Excellency the Vieeroy and
Governor General in Council, the annexed copies of a letter from Surgeon H. B. Montgomery of
the Madras Medical Service, inquiring whether, in the event of a permanent vacancy occurring in
the appointment of Assay Master, he is entitled to succeed to it by virtue of his seniority in the
Department, and of one from Assistant Surgeon Busteed, Acting Assay Master, urging objections
against Dr. Montgomery's claim.

I have the honor to be,
Forr Samnt GEORGE, Sir,
18th June 1867. Your most obedient Servant,

Chief Secretary.

——

From Surgeon H.B. MONTGOMERY, . p., Madras Army, to the Chief Secretary to Government,
Fort Saint George ; dated Madras, 18th March 1867.
With reference to the Financial notice by the Government of India, dated Simla, 16th
October 1866, I have the honor to solicit that
Excrosuvre 1. 4 .

i Copy of Resolution of the Government of Indis, His Excellency the Right Honorable the

Financial Department. Governor in Council may be pleased to refer to

the Supreme Government for a decision as to the effect of that rule upon my claims to senior
appointments in the Assay Department.

9. I am a Surgeon of nearly fifteen years’ standing, and have been qualified as an Assayer for
about twelve and a half years.

3. In 1857-58, during the absence from Madras of Dr. G. J. Shaw (of the Bombay Army),
Assay Master, Dr. A. J. Scott (Madras Army) acted as Assay Master at the Madras Mint. I for
the same time acted for Dr. A. J. Scott. No other vacancy occurred in the Department here
previous to my return to England in October 1860.

While T was still absent from India, Dr. A. J. Scott obtained sick leave to England and
Dr. Aitken (of the Madras Army), one of the Local Medical Staff, was allowed to act for him
without prejudice to the pay of his own appointment.

4. T returned to India on 4th January 1862, I believe the very day upon which Dr. Scott
sailed ; but the appointment was not offered to me, although I would have gladly accepted it.

Dr. Aitken continued to act (as detailed above) until relieved by Dr. Graham (Bengal
Army), Who was permanently appointed to the post * in succession to Dr. Scott, retired.”

5. The order of rank in the Department as to seniority of qualification of the three Officers,

alluded to in paragraphs 3and 4, is as follows :—

De. B 3 B It would appear, therefore, that seniority of
Dr. A, J. Scott. qualification has given the right to dispossess
ety juniors of any claims founded upon having
’11:1 ﬁﬁ‘i‘;‘;‘“ previously acted ; for Dr. Aitken, who had
Doy Haurmeny: never acted in a Government Mint in this
nown that not only had I done so, but that I was

country, Was appointed to act, although it was k _
"t act again, and, further, that T would probably return before the post became temporarily

willing t

ant. -
vac 6. 1 should now add, that on 31st May 1864, owing to the departure to Bengal of Dr. Gra-

(Dr. Aitken heing at the time on furlough in Engluad), 1 was ordered by Government to

bed f Assistant Asshy Master (then a full vacancy) without prejudice to my

undertake the duties o
other duties.




Notwithstanding my objection to this arrangement, which imposed on me a very oncrous
smount of work, T was obliged to comply with these orders until 1st September 1864, when I
was relieved, being about to procecd up-country on duty.

7. I now find myself among the seniors in the Department, but promotion apparently goes
on in it independent of my seniority. I have nover been offered any permanent appointment. I
have acted twice (once for the convenience of Government only', and I now find Officers, juniors to

me in the service and in the Assay Department, acting in senjor appointments in ¢, while my
claims are apparently ignored.

8. T have no’wish to interfere with existing arrangements, nor to prejudice unduly the
prospects of any Officer similarly qualified to myself ; but I would feel obliged if I may be
informed on the following subject +—

Should a vacancy in the office of Aasay M

aster oceur as a permanent vacancy, am I entitled
to succeed to it by seniority in the Department ?

I need scarcely add, that the idea of my entering the junior grade of appointments, and
gradually working up, would be in my case impracticable.
I append copy of the Proceedings of Government referred to in this communication.

FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT,
No. 2823,
Simla, 16th Detober 1866,
Read Financial despatch from the Rj

dated the 16th August 1866, regarding
three Presidencies,

Resolution.—The appointment in the Assay Department of the Indian Mints have hitherto
been ordinarily confined to Officers of the Medi

ght Honorable the Secretary of State for India, No. 185,
the salaries of Officers in the Assay Department in the

Assay Masters, Calcutta and Bombay, each Rupees 1500, -
«+ rising by increases of Rupees 100 Per mensem every
other year to,.. % 1,800 0 o
Assay Master, Madras .. 1,500 0 o
Deputy Assay Mastors, Calcutta and Bombay, each .. 70 0 0
A Deputy Assay Master, Madrag S « 60610 o
Officers who may now enter the De

: g partment will be posted to the lowest appointment in the list,
and will be held eligible for transfer or promotion to the Assay Offices of the three Presidency
towns. ‘

general information,’
(True Copy).

(Signed) H. B. MONTGOMERY,
Burgeon, Madras 4 rmy.

From Assistant Surgeon H. I, BUSTEED, y,
DALE, R. E., Mint Master ; dated
, Dr. Montgomery has heen g0

panying copy of a letter he hag ad

D., 4oting Assay Master, to Colonel J. CARPEN-
Fort Saint George, 22nd March 1867, No. 239.

od enough to forward officially, for my information, the accom-
dressed to the Chief Secretary to Government on the subject of
Assay Department,

As one of those more immediatel
a,ﬂ‘le;cfied by Dr, Montgomery's reconnection with this Department, I have the honor to request yot’t
will do me the favor of laying before the Chief Secretary to Govern i

ment
ventured to make on Dr. l{ontgomery's letter, I e lane Ty
2. In the first place, I take the li
4 and 5 of Dr, Montgomery's letter

that, when a temporary vacancy in the Assistant Assay Mastership occurred, during

Aty 1857* and 1858 he was nominated to act, and

i ' bl e urred a second time (in
;;#S%t;;nf;:?l:pglcné:gmé?o?:mr; Me?licnl College Conncil. when a vacancy occ

‘8ih July 1857, Acting Professor of Botany aud Materia  Janyary 1862), he, although arriving in India

" Medica. on the day of Dr. Scott’s sailing, was not offer-

d the temporary vacancy, but Dr. Aitken was nominated to act ; from.this Dr. Mon.tgomery infers
:ha.t ;e although having already acted in the appointment, ‘Ivas set aside for Dr. Aitken, because
; i i ified Assayers in India. '
= lattelxa:etf‘}el:eiizlozoo:lf: ealcl:ia(;f gizrsﬁioncem);d helps to elucidate matters. 01: the 6th
D s‘be 1861, Dr. A. Scott, the Assistant Assay Master, was gazetted for 20 months’ leave on
i o iﬁ, te; on the 5th December Dr. Shaw, the Assay Master, wrote a letter (c(.)py
e Cel't_ ia(};vernment to appoint an Officer to act, and suggesting Dr. Aitken as being
5T ulrgu:x;liﬁed Officer in the Presidency. Accordingly we find Dr. Aitken gazetted on th’e
e the acting appointment, or fully three weeks before Dr. Montgomery's
i i = arrival,t who was coming out in a sailing ship,
Montgomery did not arrive inIndia till dth January o goot which rendered the time of his arrival
y Il)ghz'o : the more uncertain. Doubtless some of these
g 's recollection, otherwise he would have recognized,
cir;!um: t:;:e:e::s cvsv;;pfl(: 1');3 f;n;.;i:;fgeg, viz., that he was not present, and that Dr. Aitken
at leas )
32 4. Tt does not appear from Dr. Montgomery's letter that he applied for .the Junior Assay
e t when Dr. Graham was nominated to it in 1863, or when, after it had been . som.e
3PPT:::‘::;M I was appointed to it in February 1865 ; both Dr. Graham and I accepting it
o ’ i where.
T pal?t, fozegfgzgeir:i?‘:cot; 318: matter Dr. Montgomery, I submit, can hardly be said
s ? u‘l‘g in the Department,”” though doubtless qualified to become reconnected with
?t prese tlee n appointment totally unconnected with the one to which he was never perma-
i ;Ienj::;heds :nd Ii)n fact in which he only temporarily officiated in the junior grade while
nently > A%
s Otherta‘pp; ltl;\t:] I(;I;::.rtment as Assistant Assay Master with the natural expectation that,
(?“ : ej;biz: the only obstacles I should find in rising would be the presence of my
pang it, and it would be most discouraging, not only to myself but to others
s thf’“ md lt’ find that the option was still left to those who had severed their con-
simi}arly .81‘3‘13';9 I’)courtment for other employment to revert to it, whenever the vacancies they
e Wl“} i;]? dzo fill were sufficiently lucrative to induce them to do so.
wiped 5 * ding that my qualifications are superior to those of Dr. Montgomery, I
SEbomcobiegy beg to submit that my period of service in the
Department is longer than his} (I have been
altogether two yearsin it), and that now, for
i i i intment of Assay Master. Under these circum-
e hfa‘lr;a oﬁiﬁ:iﬁ:ttgi.hﬁngzip::y is not entitled by seniority to th.e appo.intmtant
pgniy TOSPBCtl‘: yld a vacaney oceur, and that, for the reasons above state'd, his qualification
: o biasf;\:t;c: :f the Department, which he has ceased to be connected with, cannot be held
::ogfvgozi:nz lien on the appointment he apparently wishes to obtain.

20th May 1857 to 6th July 1858.
# g“mm Bgltth uney 1864 to 31st August 1864,
o 16 months in all,

Madras, to the Chief Secre-
i . E. BUSTEED, w. p., Assay Master at 3
i ABS:Stw:oSgg::nfenlf Fort Saint George ; dated Fort Saint George, 5th December 1861,
ary ’
s ‘ Seott, Assistant Assa
letter from Dr. A. J. Scott, Assi y
honor to forward the accompanying .

f,l h&vi?ri:};: co(:rer to a Medical Certificate, recommending that he should proceed to Europe on

Master, g
ths. : Lo

g abBﬂIl)ce g):ott: i8 t:nl;‘:)?ls to be relieved, as soon as possible, from his dutxe‘s in th: Afssay

2. Asll lfe obliged by your making the necessary arrangemeflt for the appc:)ll)ntme:; :nt’ain;
gex I{;s}::ﬁciate 1 believe Dr. Aitken, who was provisionally nominated to the Depar

0 A . - - T

&fczily qualified person at present in this Presidency.

: nmer 5rd, 1867,
Submitted to Government, March 23rd, 18
i J. CARPENDALE,
i Mint Master.
Exd. J, Tulloch,
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To

The Secretary to the Government
of India,
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