


Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
13th June 1867.

No.33. To tae Riear Hovorasie FRANCIS BARON NAPIER, k. r.,
Governor of Madras.
The humble Petition of Mrs. MARGARET BAR-
TON, widow of the late Mr. Robert Barton.
MosT BEUMBLY SHEWETH,

That your petitioner is the widow of the late Mr. Robert Barton, deceased 19¢th July 1866,
leaving your petitioner with two little boys, one aged three years and the other one year old.

2. Your petitioner’s late husband was, up to the month preceding his death, a Driver in the
2nd Company of East Indian Drivers, attached to the C. Battery, 23rd Brigade, Royal Artillery,
stationed in Trickinopoly, and on the disbandment of that Corps on the 30th June 1866, agrecably
with the provisions of G. 0. G., No. 194, of the 21st May 1866, he received a donation of twelve
months’ pay, and the same generosity was extended by your Lordship’s Government to your peti-
tioner and children, which she requested her husband to have remitted to Saint Thomas’ Moant,
per Treasury Order on the Sydapett Treasury for Rupees 346, as your petitioner feared she may
have heen robbed on the road. Captain (Major) Lawson, Commanding the Battery, kindly obtain-
ed the order for that amount and delivered it to her husband, who, unfortunately was attacked
with cholera on the day after his arrival at the Mount, and succumbed from it unexpectedly and
intestate.

3. When your petitioner presented the Treasury Order for payment after the demise of her
hushand, Mr. Locke, the then Deputy Collector of Sydapett, declined to pay her other than one-
third the sum, or Rupees 115-5-4, retaining the balance, or Rupees 230-10-8, in deposit for her
children in the name of the Collector, until they attain the age of manhood. Should this rule be
enforced, your petitioner will be entirely deprived of the means of supporting herself and family,
which she could do were the money paid to her, as she would then be in a position to realize a greater
amount of interest on it monthly than that paid annually by Government, by her advancing the
sum on gecurity of household or landed property, which would obviate the necessity of herself and
children appealing to the public for eleemosynary assistance should the money be withheld from
her.

4. Your petitioner begs very respectfully to state that the money was bond fide private, and
that Mr. Locke not having understood the whole circumstance regarding it treated the subject as
if deceased had, at the period of his casualty, been still a soldier, and which your petitioner has
shewn was not the case, he having been discharged on the 30th June 18G6.

5. Your petitioner appealed on this subject to E. G. R. Fane, Esq., Collector, Sydapett, on
the 10th instant, and he expressed his opinion that your Lordship would sanction the deposit money
being paid to her from the Treasury under his charge. .

6. Your petitioner very respectfully craves the indulgent consideration of your Lordship to
the painful condition of her present situation, and earnestly begs for a favorable decision to her
prayer.

Your petitioner will, as in duty bound, ever pray.

SarxT Tronas' MouNT, (Signed) MARGARET BARTON,
30¢h April 1867. Widow of the late Mr, Robert Barton.
From Mrs. M. BARTON, widow of the late R. BARTON, a Driver in the 2nd Company C:
Battery, 23rd Brigade Royal Artillery, to the Collector and Magistrate, Sydapett ; dated
Saint Thomas’ Mount, 10th April 1867.

I beg to be excused in troubling you with these few lines.

2. On the 19th July last my late husband, Robert Barton, formerly an East Indian Driver
n the O Battery, 23rd Brigade, Royal Artillery, died intestate and unexpectedly at Saint Tho-
mas’ Mount. Immediately subsequent to this event an order was received by Mr. Locke, your late

Deputy Collector, for Rupees 346 in favor of deceased, which was forwarded by Captain Lawson,

Nommanding the above Battery, in Trichinopoly. Mr. Locke declined to pay me other than one-
hird this sum, or Rupees 115-5-4, the balance, viz.,, Rupees 230-10-8, was deposited by him in
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