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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
26th February 1867.

No. 56. Read the following letter from the Accountant General, Madras, to the Chief Secre-
tary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Fort Saint George, 12th December
1866, No. 313.
k Department.

In continuation of my letter, date and number as per margin, 1 have the honor to request
that the sanction of Government may be con-
No. 296, dated 1st December 18G6. ceded to my writing off the Books of this Pre-
ideney a sum of Rupees 99,998-8-0 now stand-

ing to the credif of ‘“ Eight per cent. Promissory Notes of 1st June 1807."

g g 3 ) : o
2. The above mentioned sum represents the value of an outstanding Bond, viz., No. 799,

-

dated 31st August 1807, in favor of one Rajah Vencataram Row, for Star Pagodas 98,571, the
equivalent of which in Government Rupees, a5 the exchange of Rupees 350 per 100 Pagodas, i8
Rupees 99,998-8-0.  This Bond was granted to the owner, upon the application of his Attorney,
Colonel Alexander Orr, and was issued in lieu of a Promissory Note, No: 1020, of the ‘- Second 10
per cent. Loan™ granted to the same person for cash subscribed to that Loan.

3. No interest appears to have been drawn since 1809 on this Note, nor was it cver pre-
sented either for payment of interest or principal, until Messrs. McDowell & Co., as Attorneys for
the holder, elaimed both, in a letter addressed to this office, Jated 11th December 1843.

4. 'The Accountant General resisted payment, on the grounds that the endorsements did not
appear to be genuine, and that, altogether, there was strong room to doubt the right of the claimant
to possession of the Note, this claimant being one Ramasawmy Moodelliar, the last endorser of
the Note, and who was stated to be a Banker, chiefly resident at Hyderabad.

5. Mr. Prendergast, the Accountant General at that period, in reporting the cireum-
stances of the case to the Government, in hie latter, No. 17, dated 24th January 1844, requested
sanction to withhold payment of the claiizy-nending reference, as to claimant’s right, made to the
Rosident at Hyderabad, and which  request was granted—rvide Extract Minutes of Consultakion,
No. 78, dated 10th February 1844.

6. Meanwhile, the Resident, from inquiries on the spot, reported to this office, in his letter,
No. 1561, dated 19th February 1844, that he had strong doubts as to the authenticity of the Per-
sian endorsements on the Note, and Messrs. McDowell & Co. having also about the same time
¢szed for return of the Note, their letter making this request was forwarded to Government with
this office letter, No. 76, dated 11th March 1844, giving a history of the case to-that date. The
reply of Government thereto, bearing date 16th March 1844, No. , cannot now be found in the
records of this office, but the Government, in Extract from Minutes of Consultation, No. 22, dated
30th March 1844, subsequently received, sanctioned the return of the Note to Messrs. McDowell &

Co., forwarding at the same time copy of Mr.
# The then Advocate General, Greorge Norton's* Opinion, dated 28th March
 On {hese considerations, T have the houor to bt 1844, on the case referred to him, and which
my op ot ““-"3‘;:’1‘]‘{51‘[‘.‘1)"“:‘[l‘,‘;’t :tf:“”t:fr:lti}\‘i ho opinion was adverse to the claimants (vide copy
f ) ‘.a\u'r@%‘u of iwl'x",;-) ilu;u L;.xe genuineness or of paragmph 5 of the said Opinion, noted in the
otherwise of the endorsements and that, asthe re 1t Sy ‘

of that inquiry has led to the c,un\ivlinn of the endorse- IMArgin for I'L’Zld)’ referencc).
e \‘\,1{{]‘,]3’,‘.:;m;jffl"‘f.,"w“ forged, auy payment upon 7. 'The correspondence in connection with
this case is very voluminous,-and some portions
of it cannot be traced in the records of this Office. One of the missing documents ig the letter
from the Resident at Hyderabad, giving his final opinion on_the morits of the ¢laim, and which
must have been unfavorable to the claimant, but the Government no doubt was furnished at the
time with a copy of the Resident’s letter, if it was not sent, as is most probable, to them in original.
This is, however, unimportant, as the other documents referred to in this letter fully substantiate
{lie fact that no money liability rests upon Government, and that no other claim is likely to be

made on account of this Note. -

8. Under these circumstances, secing that about 22 years have clapsed since Messra.

McDowell & Co. preferred their claim, and that no interest has been drawn upon the Note since

180, now 57 years ago, I consider it useless to allow the value to Femain on the Public Books,
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