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Proceedings of the Madras Gowrnment Financial Department,
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No. 87. Read the following letter from the Accountant General, Madras, to the Chief Secretary
to Government, Fort Saint George; dated Fori Saint George, 17th August 1866,
No. 163,

Post Aundit Department,

Under the Orders of Government, quoted against paragraphs 73 and 75 of Civil Auditor's
Manual (Chapter XX), pensioners residing in
the interior are required to be mustered half-
yearly by an European Officer, and this has to
be done at head quarters, because the Descriptive Rolls, at least of Yeomiahdars, have to be kept
under the Collector’s lock and key. The Collector of Godavery now represents that these muster-

ing journeys are a hardship to pensioners ; that

C°I},‘,‘,‘;f‘;'m{’ fﬁ‘:}‘;pw Ppees Yo muslerin duterin Sanie S0 v might be trusted ; or that, at all

events, it might suffice for the pensioners to

appear before the European Officer when his annual tour b rought him into the neighbourhood ; I

forward only an extract of his letter, as the rest deals with other matters, and indeed the letter
whereto he was replying was not intended to raise the general question at all.

2. There can be no doubt that pensiongrg, especially aged and indigent pensioners, Wv:»uld
The frasicd syaimniane Bk liomvaiai ok 1t I be thankful to be relieved from the necessity of

ance for it is old, and presses no harder now than this appearance, but their personal attcnlnnee

Of mmstering—At present the pensioners appear at Hazbor
twice a year to be mustered,

is no greater hardship now than it was when
Government first required it, nor would it ever have been demanded had it not been thought neces-
sary for the protection of Government. Travelling has not grown more dificult in the lapse of
years ; the appearance has been demanded in past years of aged men now dead, and cannot,
therefore, be regarded as a new grievance by those who have grown old on the Pension Roll
Furthermore, these people have advantages not
allowed elsewhere in the matter of drawing pen-
sions ; they can draw from the necarest Talug,
subject only to appearing twice a year at the Huzoor. In Upper India a pensioner can draw only
at the Huzoor, and though the average distriet there be much smaller than the average district
here, some run to a very large size, and in some travelling is not easy.
3. Separating the case of Yeomiahdars, for whom special precautions against fraud seem to
have been thought necessary, I should venture to propose that each pensioner holding a permanent
payable order be allowed to present himself for

The Madras system is more indulgent than that of Upper
India,

Reco wmxds that mustering be continned, but be done by i
er, who should have register of marksi and examination before one of the siperior District

RISROAS oo Officers, be he Collector, Sub-Collector, or Deputy
Collector, cither in Camp or at the Head Quarters of the Taluq ; and with this view to recommend
the preparat on of a general Descriptive Pension Roll for each Talug, which might be lodged in the
ds of the Taluq, whereby the pretended pensioners might be checked, and wherein the inspect-
dicer might note with his own hand the 18 of advancing age. At present the original des-
cription remains for ever unchanged ; it may have been accurate when a man was forty, *“cat's
eyes,”’ and ‘“a black beard,” though it would be impossible therefrom, twenty years later, to
identify the blind old man of sixty with a scanty grey beard ; yet, of course, no intermediate changes
could be made in a document of the nature of a Pension Certificate. I could not, however, recom-
mend that mustering be dispensed with altegether, and that Tahsildars be left unchecked, for the
District Sheristadar on the old system was & more important Officer than the Tabsildar is now ;
yet Government stipulated that the mustering should be by an Ewropean subo ’
Y consider a further and rarer check desirable ; the sildar should compare marks he
ing payment month by month, and the claimant should be farther examined at iu[o}:‘\':l[: by an
independent Officer, who may also by Lis notes keep the Office Descriptive Roll up to date. Touch-
ing Yeomiahdars I have said nothing ; Government had doubtless good reasons for demanding
special precautions at first, and can, therefors, best judge how far it\is prepared to relax them.
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4. TIneed searcely add that no change should, under any circumstances, be made which WO

in the least facilitate fraud, but fear that even

Fraud now suspected to be not uncommon, now fraud is far from rare, espe ially m ¢
: - 13 T o drvD
case of women pensioned on the old Native
Pension Fund, for many of whom have far passed the ordinary limit of human life.

Exiract from a letter from the Collector of Godavery District, to the Accountant General, Fort
Saint George ; dated 3rd August 1866, No. 81.
P # =
Para. 2. The second question is, whether the half-yearly inspections under Rule 75, Chapter
XX of the Civil Auditor’s Manual, should be maintained if permanent payable orders are to be

. » o s | £y iy ‘ ¢ e : 1w dha's monthly
issued in all cases. The Tahsildars now hold a high position, and I do not see why their monthl;

inat ] 23 " - : Shility 18
examinations should not be trusted and considered sufficient. When the entire responsibiity i
left with the Treasury Officer, whether he belongs to Taluq or Huzoor,

Wlﬂ be more careful than under a double ins]r{‘tinn.

on to think he

l ‘!.‘.L‘. ¢ Ted
- s nortu-
In fact a 'l'uk::-k Officer has better opj ort1
nities of knowing the truth in such matters than distant Officers.
o

3. It is indeed no small hardship to pensioners, most of whom are aged persons and in ndi-

gent circumstances, to travel every six months to my Huzoor station or that of a Division Officer.
Decasionally when the Collector and his subordinates move into the Talugs, they may tako an
opportunity of seeing them.
(True Extract). -
(Signed) H. A. MORAES,
Ag. Chief Assistant.

No. 38. Orper THEREON, 18th February 1867, No. 76.

There is nothing in paragraph 75, Chapter XX of the Civil Auditor’s Manual, which necesst’
tates the mustering
d‘lf_‘»' can and should be !'H,‘rf'll‘lﬂ(}d pCTit)(_l.)(.‘,:l“y ])_\‘ the Collector, and his Cove nanted gubordinates,
and Deputy Collectors when they are on Circuit or at their Head Quarters, as Mr. Lushington

proposss ; when necessary an extract from the Descriptive Roll in the Collector’s charge can

of pensioners only at the Collector's Head Quarters. This very necessary

given to each such Officer for temporary use, with strict injunctions for its careful custody an

i

2 '

: llector when no longer wanted.
. Y . 1 ~ -

o) ™ PN S ki A8 - e T R ! 3 IS wod in the CasSe ¢

“ rJZ L «,f I\Tw',nw: Wil arrange wnat the same course D© I0LOWCOWL 14 s

(True Extract),

Chief Becrelary-

To the Accountant General
,» Board of Revenue.
s5»  Collector of
»  Pension Department.

Ezd. J. Tulloch.
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