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Proceedings Qf the Madras Government, Financial Department,
8th February 1866.

Read the following letter from the Secretary to the Government of India, to the
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Fort William, 24th Jan-
uary 1866, No. 304.

In reply to your leiter, No.. 571, dated 12th December 1865, I am directed to forward to
you copy of a Memorandum drawn up by Mr. Foster, the Commissioner of Accounts, dated 15th
January 1866, and to observe that, in deforence to the strongly expressed opinion of the Govern-
ment of Madras, the Governor General in Council will not now press any modification of the
system of classified Taluq and Jistrict accounts at present in force in the Madras Presidency.
Hereafler, however, the Iuspector of Accounts will visit Madras, when, with the uid of the fur~
ther knowledge which has yet to be obtained on the working of the revised system here, and of
the further trial of the system in force at Madras, sound conclusions may be arrived at on the
method of procedure that ought to be finally adopted,

MEMORANDUM.
MAprAsS AcCOUNTS,

During my interview at Madras with the Members of the Board of Revenue and the Ac-
countant General, I understood that all objections to my proposals regarding the mode of rendey-
ing the Treasury Accounts had been removed,
Proceedings, Board of Revenue, 7th September 1865. and the subsequent note of the Proceedings of
the Board of Revenue, dated 7th September
1865, to some extent bears out this view, though in a more reserved manner than my impressions
of what passed verbally had let me to expect.
2. After this interview, af the request of the Accountant General, I furnished a Memorandum,
upon which were to be founded the recommen-
Mémorandum, dated 13th September 1865, by Mr. Foster. dations to Government for carrying out my pro=
posals,  But after my departure from Madras,
objections, which T supposed had been satisfactorily met, were again put forward, and a course
was adopted, the reverse of what I had had reason to anticipate. Since the opinion of the Madras
Officers is so fixed in favor of their own system, it would piobably be useless to urge the intro-
duction of the new system, however desirable it may be, unless some Officer practically acquainted
with its working could be deputed to assist in carrying it out.
3. It is not easy, in wriling at a distance, to reply fully to objections which might readily be
me* on the spot, but there are a few points respecting which I wish to make some remarks.
4. The Accountant General states that the Treasury accounts prepared by District Officers
would, under the new gystem, have to be com-
Acconntant General’s letter, 35th September 1865, para- piled in his office, in precisely the same form
e as they now are at the Treasuries.
5. There is, however, the important difference that the present account rendered is in Jump
sums for each head, whereas the new form details the amounts of the vouchers, and checks the
correctness of the totals.

6. It is argued that the proposed account being simply a transfer of compilation from one

: . - office to another, there would be no saving of

Ac;::‘lltlag.t General's letter, 25th September 1835, para- labor. ‘Those who have for years been engaged
upon these duties under the old system, and

whose prejudices are naturally in its favor, admit, after some months’ experience, that they can
audit and compile under the new system more rapidly than they could audit, check, and correct the
classified Treasury accounts under the old system. This being the case, it follows that the Dis-
trict compilation is extra labor, and miust cause

& sbba o i mb 305 Arde Y
Sepoitet General's letter, 25th Scptember 1863, pard-  gelay when, as stated by the Accountant Geng-
glill) 1 . 5
ral, the pieparation of the Treasury account

cannot in many cases begin at the District Treesury till after the 5th of the month.
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FProcee

7. The Board of Revenue state that the accounts of each Tﬂ]?sddar must, for departmental | 11. Stress is laid upon the anticipated fact that the Madras Accounts wil] be transwitted
purposes, be kept-in a clagsified form. In Ben. f

A Yo ~F P S “?‘“ al asear
Board of Revenue Proceedings, 7th September, paragraph 2, to the Central office s SoTEelY, and it ass il

' gal, as well as at Madras, Revenue receipts and | Board of Revenue Proceedings, 2?"‘P9F°b7’{ Egrnrfnlnph - adete, as those of other (im'::rnnwucq. Even

Board of Revenue Proceedings, 23rd October, pamgraph 4. important clagses of expenditure are kept in TRE PR Dk L Nersthun moumin'l should this be the case, the: question would

Registers in a classified form ; but there does still be open as to whether the establishments of the Treasurics and of the Account cfiice in

not appear to be a valid reason for imposing on Tahsildars and other Treasury Officers the labor Madras are not kept up at a greater strength than would be neccssary if a more simple mode of

and responsibility of correctly classifying a number of miscellaneous receipts and payments under ‘ Account were introduced. My belief is thét the Bengal office of Account, as now constituted,
a large variety of heads of account. The Tabsildars are sure to fall into error and confuse the |

and after relieving Treasury Officers of a large amount of compilation, is carrying on its dutios
efficiently with a smaller strength of establishment, compared with the amount of Treasury work
to be performed, than is employed at Madras, where it is relieved from, and the Treasuries a
burdened with, the detail classification of receip's and payments,

12. I may add that in Mysore the system of Taluq Treasuries is much the same a5 iy
Madras, and I have reason to believe that, on inquiry, it would appear that the Deputy Account.
ant General in charge of those Accounts finds no difficulty in adopting, without reserse, the new
system of Account. ;

15¢h January 1866, (Sigued) M. H. FOS F'ER,
(A true Copy).

accounts, This duty could much more readily and correctly be performed by the Accountant

General. However important it may be to

re
Accountant General’s letter, paragraph 6. have each clas

s of Revenue kept distinet, the

classification of these miscellaneous payments
under the Budget Heads, sub-heads, and detail items, cannot be of importance to the Revenye
Board. If the classification of the latter were omitted, the large reduction of detail work at
Treasuries and Talugs which would follow could hardly take effect without a relative reduction
of subordinate establishments,

el i S ——e

8. The Board of Revenue state that I have overlooked the very material difference of J (5‘:4““‘(!) J. E. U‘)(”\I‘-‘t '
16 ‘ Asst, Seey. to the Gout, of India.
system as regards th~ accounts of the subordi- [
nate District Treasuries in Madras and Bengal. 1 S+
The Board are in error in this supposition, It |
was a point that I fully eonsidered and fully discussed with Madras Officers. It was only on the ‘ No. 8.
ground of the alleged postal and other difficulties that I abstained from urging the daily trans. “g
mission of vouchers from the Taluq to the Hoozoor Treasuries, I am, however, still of opinion !
that, if at the present time a daily transmission would be inconvenient, it would, at all events,
be desirable that it should be bi-monthly, so that the vouchers paid during the first half of the
month could reach the Accountant General, for audit, and be disposed of by him in advance o J
the monthly account, ! {
!
l
!

" Boaxd of Revenue Proceedings, 23rd October, paragraph 1,

Ordered that a copy of the above be sent to the Aceountant General, Madras,

ORDER THEREOY, 8th February 1866, No. 64,
Ordered that a copy of the foregoing lctter, and of jts enclosure, be furnished to the Board of
Revenue, with reference to the Proceedings of Government of the 21st November last, No. 537,

(True Extract),

Conlivatt
9. The statement by the Board of Revenue, that the Schedules accompanying the new

form of account would occupy at least 10 or 15

Chicf Secretary.
Board of Revenue Proceedings, 23:d October, paragraph 4, sheets, shows Low easy it is to be

misled when

there is no practical acquaintance with the

matter in question. In Bengal, all Schedules of Revenue are dispensed with, and the Officer in ;

charge of the Bengal Treasury Accounts informs me that the average number of Schedules is
about six, some of which do not cover a single page of foolscap,

10, With regard to the date for closing the Treasuries, I may remark that my original 1 To the Board of Revenue

1
, intention was to ropose that the T . |
Board of Revenue Procecdings, 7ih September, Paragraph 4, c ts should b }p : 'laluq Ac | »  Revenue D epartment, 2
Accountant Genoral's lstter, dated 35th September, pasa. I:un 8 should be closed one or twe days before ;
raphe 10 and 11, the end of the mon: hat it was o
Re‘sanr;e Board Procsedings, 28rd October, paragraphs 8 & 9, the mon b, but that 1¢'was on the !

tepresentations of the Accountant General him- »
self that I named the 25th. The Accountant General now objects to the 25th, and proposes the !

28th ; but in place of closing the Accounts, he would close the Treasuries, This seemg objec- f
tionable, as it is always dangerous to refuse to receive money when tendered by the
public, though the arrangement could no doubt be made withont difficulty so far g it would
affect Government Officers, The objection that,
Avcountant General's letter, 25th September, paragraph 11, by the blending together of the two months’ | Exd.J, H, B
receipts and Payments, the comparison and ' i) At
check between the Aceountants’ and the Revenue Accounts would be destroyed, would be met

by adopting the same date as regards the Taluq Accounts for both Departments, It is as eagy

to record the Accounts of a month ending the 20th, as of a month ending the 30th or 31st,
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No. 30¢.

Frou E. H. LUSHIN ON EEQP““» ks
e T RSN sm“ m;" tHE GoVERNMENT oF INDIA,

\\!‘ ~‘;‘ \“-s&&w\ L MR S S

&8

FinaNciaL DEPARTMENT ;
= ‘\’S ‘ y
To tue CHIEF SECRETARY TO THE Govr or Forr SaiNT GEORGE.

Fort William, the —-4L January 1866.
I‘ma.ncml Depa.rtment N »

T TONIR i ~agiishe

In reply to lyou; lea;er e 571, dated 12th December 1865, I am directed
to forward to you copy of a Memorandum drawn up by Mr. Foster, the
Commxsmoner of Accounts, dab 15th January 1866, and to observe that in
deferénde to the strdngly@x})?es inion of the Government of Madras, the
Governor General in Council will not now press any modification of the system
of clasmﬁed".l‘ uq and District accounts at present in force in the Madras Presi-
dency. ;. fber however, the Inspector of Accounts will visit Madras, when,
with the aid of the further knowledge which has yet to be obtained on the
'Woi‘ki[ig of thé tevised system here, and of the further trial of the system in

4

Tobeat sound . conclusions may be arrived at on the method of pro-
cedure 1 "fﬁ%b‘%’ finally J‘M“‘L
3 v % c\\-‘a I have the honor to be,
’ P L v . m % z“ ;\ LR+ SIB’
3\‘*5 \"‘.‘w » % w o wk\v‘\ \

Your most obedient servant,

RV oo glES

= s ‘Sacretary to the Governngent of India.

% Y \ 4
u\ LT N \5‘_‘. - » ;:\‘\'h"):»\ - 4

A wh‘—:‘;\\\\‘ )*\ ” I & l?\ e

' Ordered that a copy of the abova be sent to the Accountant Genera’
Madras.

[Exd. N.R. Nqndy.] 47
68. 20-1-66.

l



i et

~
/ 36 =35 7 ERITE , e 5
2w J%/ Vs /7 o

V‘ ’,//.' : 8 > A \K 4 |
2 e : |
g =4 M4;¢J ¥

» S72,




k. e

B i 2 7186 Department.

ol s
No. &4 .

PROCEEDINGS OF (GOVERNMENT,
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Dated &

Pross No. 2755, G, M,—14-11-65—500,
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