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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
H
" 2nd November 1866. :
No, 13. Read the following letter from the Registrar General of Assurances, Madras, to the
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Madras, 1st October 1868,
No. 265.

T have the honor to, submit the following remarks on the accompanying Budget Estimates.

9. The Government arc aware that, pending the dispogal of the questions referred to in the
Proceedings of the Government of India, No. 1268, of the 30th June 1866, there is some difficulty

‘in estimating some of the most important items, both for the current, as well as for the ensuing:
year, as it is uncertain whether any, and if so what, changes will be.made in the existing establish-
ments and in the mode of remunerating the Officers employed in the Department, and from what
date these changes will take effect. The Accountant General has furnished me with the figures
denoting the receipts and expenditure of 1866-67, which are arrived at by deducting one-twelfth of
the assignment for the year from the estimated expenditure, and a corresponding sum from the
estimated receipts, but the data on which these caleulations are based have been disturbed by the
passing of Act XX of 1866, the introduction of a new table of fees, the preparation of two sets of
new seals, the entertainment of temporary Fstablishments for bringing up arrears, changes in the
gystem of remunerating the Registrars of Districts, and by other circumstances which could not
be foreseen when the Budget Estimates of last year were framed. I have, therefore, deemed it
proper to submit two distinct sets of estimates, marked A and B, inthe former of which I have
inserted the figures received from the Accountant General's Office, while, in the latter, I have
assumed that the changes advogated by the Government of India, and reported on in my letter,
No. 238, of the 11th August 1866, will take effect from the 1st November 1866, and have made
such further alterations as seem necessary for reasons which I shall now proceed to state.

3. TIn the estimate A for 186667, no provision is made for the extra Establishment “of
Rupees 130 sanctioned for my office in the Government Order, No. 864, of the 10th March 1866. ar
for the extra Establithments sanctioned for the Registrars of ten Districts in the Government
Orders, No. 652, of the 30th April 1866, and No. 1175, of the 2nd August 1866. The necessary
gums have been entered in esfimate B, and, in both estimates, 1 have assumed that the extra Clerks
employed in my own office will be retained up to the 31st March 1868, as there is but little proba-
bility,of the arrears being_,‘brought up much before that period.

4. In estimate A, it-is assumed that the Mofussil Registrars will draw commission at the
rate of 25 per cent. on the collections of their Districts, but as thisrate was altered by the Govern-
ment Order, No. 364, of the 10th March 1866, and as fixed salaries will probably be assigned to
these Officers, the necessary alterations under both these heads have been made in the estimate B
for 1866-67. Such slight changes as the new table of fees has rendered necessary have been made
in the amount of commission receivable by the Registrar of Madras and Sub-Registrars.

5. The whole amount of estimated travelling allowance for myself will probably be drawn in
1866-67, while a large portion of that estimated for my establishment will not be required. Some
changes under both these heads have, accordingly, been made in estimate B. Itisat present
uncertain whether the Registrars of Districts will be allowed to visit their Sub-Districts, as recom-
mended in my letter, No. 103, of the 1st May 1866. If they are allowed to do so, provision must
be made for travelling allowances for them, and this has been accordingly done in estimate B.

6. The estimate of last year for printing and binding Registers and Indexes included both
* the value of the paper supplied from the Stationery Office and the expenses incurred in the Govern-
ment Press, which are met by contingent bills. Tt seems, however, desirable that the cash expen-
diture should be geparated from charges which are merely debitable to the Department. This has
been accordingly done in estimate B.

7. None of the Registrars, except those of Madras and Tranquebar, have received any office
furniture, and it seems necessary that they should be provided with some. A numher of almirahs
for storing registers and indexes are also required. The cost of these items canmot bt pit ‘wiler
Rupees 6000 for the ensuing year. :

8. The estimate for carriage of Registers and Indexes has been found too low. The
amount has, therefore, been raised to Rupees 700. ;
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