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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
24th April 1866,

No. 44, Read the following letter from the Acting Mint Master, to the Chief Secretary to
Government, Fort Saint George ; dated 14th Mgrch 1866, No. 312,

With reference to paragraph 3 of the Order of Government, No. 97, of the 7th instant, I
have the honor to state that, prior to 1853, scissel, or the remains afier cutting out Rupee [pieces
from ingots which were reported W} dwt. by the Assay Master, was melted and used for manu-
fact‘urin;; small silver coin ; but as this method answered only for small quantities at a time, and
the demand for this denomination of coin increasing, it was found expadient to adopt the prace-
tice now fullowed, to make special a]ligations at half a penny weight below the standard for 3, 3
and § Rupee pieces, fo enable the Mint to work more rapidly.

2. The circumstance inducing such practice was, as [ have already stated, the refinement
which took place during the process of annealing the straps and ble: ching the blanks before
stamping, which result is avoided by the precautionary measure of baving the silver always
under standard, yet not to that extent as, to bring it beyond the remady allowed for fineness
which is one penny weight in the pound.

3. The Mint Master being solely responsible for the integrity of the coinage is allowed to
work according to his discretion in adding or diminishing the guantity of addition.l alloy,
either for unreported fractions, or for loss of copper on manipulation, just as he observes the
assay turn out on the meltings; and the practice under notice baing simply an allowance of
copper to maintain the fractional silver coinage as near to standard as possible, and not fo
reduce their intrinsic value below the nominal rate at which they are issued for circulation,
spzcial authority was not applied for, and if Ingots which are reported W4 dwt. are considered
fit for integral coin, the alligation of silver down to this finer can in no way ba objectionable
for the lower denominations of pieces. [t was on this ground, [ believe, that no report was made,
either at the tim2, or subseguently, to Government, of the circumstance,

4. Twould observe that the small silver coin is fally in the remedy allowed for the
fineness of the coinage. If the average of all the silver coin is taken, it is 9
of a pennyweight (six grains in the pound) below the standard,

5. In the Pyx report from the Royal Mint for 1859, the coin age of Bombay is shown to be
above standard ; half Rupees, 818:825 or + 12 rains; quarter Rupees, 917:325 or + 379
grains; one-eizhth Rupees, 918375 or + 9:8% grains—a circumstance entirely owing to the small
ceins having a tendency to refine during the process of coining.,

No. 45. ORDER THEREON, 24th April 1866, No. 159,

With Sir Charles Wood’s Despatch of the 15th December last, No, 90, the Government were
furnished with a copy of the Report of the Master of the Royal Mint-ea the Pyx coins of the
several Indian Mints for the year 1864, in which the Master of the Royal Mint remarked that
* the subsidiary silver coins have a tendency to fall under standard at the Madras Mint, where
the Rupee is correct.” With reference to this remark, which was communicated (o the Mint

Master, that Officer and the Assay Master ex-

* Proceedings of Government, 7th March 1866, No. 97. plained* that for many years it had been the

practice in the Madras Mint to fabricate the

fractional pieces of 3, 1, and } of a Rupee from bars of a lower touch than those from which the

integral coins are made, because it was found that the small coins when made from standard

Ingots are so much refined during the processes of coinage as to rise above the standard, which
induces money dealecs to melt them down and export them in large quantities.
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" To tax Cumizs SEcRETARY TO THE Goveenuest or Forr St. Grones. ‘“‘
1 g p -,r.‘l:l-»-—;>»«—-—-—~-— gk, £k g i ’ X y
' Fort William, l)cc7 March 1866.

A-.

»

' sl " S, P,
| ' 1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 61, dated the 6th February
i 1866, forw - the Budget Estimates of the Revenues and Receipts and the Civil Ex-
)  penditure of the Madras Presidency for the ensuing official year 1866-67, and in reply o
. communicate for the information of the Madras Government the following orders and ob-
servations.

" 2. The figures in the subjoiued table shew the Estimate of Revenues snd Receipts.

‘as adonted ._by this Department. ¥
p ‘ | ¥
Rs. Rs.
,I i o o 24 4,22,75,000 4,22 75,000
fro1 ;E‘ ﬁﬁ ive Sta Sl 34,46,400 | 34,46,400
e o 5 it e O “'-‘mm e 4,00,000
T EREEEY 00,000 1 41,0000
3 .’- s e 10,000
008 ...l 20,00,000 21,00,000
5 1,08,00,000 1,21,50,000
29,00,000 29,00,000
9,16,500 9,16,500
7,21,000 7,21,000
b 8,45,000 3,45,000
L 32,000 32,000
j 46,500 y 46,500
2 bl 1,08,500 1,08,500
” 4 4,60,000 5,50,000

3. Under Abkaree and Customs the figures of the Regular Estimate for 1865-66 have
4 been retained for 1866-67. Under Salt, thirteen and a halt lakhs have been added for the
" additional duty of three annas a maund. Miscellaneous Revenue has been raised from
% - Ra 4,60,000to Rs 550,000 with reference to the Budget Estimate for 1885-66, which
R T it is anticipated will be borne out by the Actuals of that year.

As regards the Estimate of Expenditure, the table at the end exhibits the grants
* ganctioned by this Department under the several

“rand Revenus, & major heads, from which it will be seen‘that, with
: .':W v op g the exception of the heads noted in the margin, the
L PO i Estimates under all the other heads have been accep-
« Btationery and Printing” ted in full with the slight variations caused by turn-

ing them into round sums.

5. The Estimate of the Land Revenue charges amounts to Rs. 41,47,410, of which
Rs. 5,62,500 is for Khusreh or Demarcation Survey against a provision of only Rs. 3,94,000
on the same account for the current year 1863-66. The large increase of Rs. 1,68,500 is
chiefly on account of mew Survey Parties in two districts, on which head there is an ad_dz-
tion of Rs. 1,09,500. This item has been struck out as an unsanctioned charge, and with

reference to the expectation expressed in Financial Resolution, No. 2752, dated 7th October _

1




14.f The sanctioned grants will aceordingly be as follows : —
T{

g " ) ' | "As sanctioned
= < : by the Govern-
¢ I Expenditure, meént of India,
b 3 Financial  De-

é partment.
: !

A, 9,13,660
O = i 1,15,000

- o R 1 39,77,010
Wy 3% .08 & HoaKe0

? R 1 )
P e £ 16 00
: ' Aigh RS 14,50900
¢ ' o ., L19,000¢
it~ N bR " S | 2,21,370
t i Officepy -~ & 543 e 3 F Jﬁ890
n and Public De 800 B ST ST T 13,01,610 e o
2 b S R ~41,18,970
o W B e 38 ¥ o ‘3900;000" 3
ol IS S ae TNl
L e ] # A L4 ¥

. r g il -5 P Sa
- ' oA 572;560
' & ' 333400
: esa ermo&pxgn Servncas 3 ‘* A H 3 HMQ?’O
= L
us i' 4 e £
) f:. and* prassxonate Allbwa.ma‘ ;i 23,4&,30 55 h

‘,",_"
g A bk v
S A P

L .‘ o 3 ; P A —' A 7‘ an 2,932
s ‘ s 22,083
’ . Marine tx e 1,673 1 1,67
4y Miscellaneous S8 Lt 1,206 10 1,306
; ~ Mint exclusive of copper )
/' Stores ¥ 58,199 |
| . " Freight ‘300 Y DA% 50 2,272
’ 58.499 |
20,766 501 30,267 4420
I have the honor to be, AR 1N
s

SR ~ Your most obedient servant, '
e .
Secretary to the Government of Indié.

Copy to
; The Comptroller Genearal of Accounts,
Accountant General Madras.

[Exd. N. C. Coar.]
373.  28-3-66. .
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