


Financrar DEPARTMENT.

No. 553. :
FroM
A.J, ARBUTHNOT, Esq.,
Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint Geerge,
To

Tug SECRETARY 7o 7ug GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
Fivavciat DepARTMENT.
Sie,

I am directed by the Governor in Council to forward to you, for the consideration of His
Excellency the Governor General in Council, the accompanying letter and enclosures from the
Collector of Coimbatore, relative to the grant of an increased pension to M. Soondara Mocda-
liyar, Tahsildar of Ootacamund.

2. This officer has applied to be permitted to retire, after 30 years service, from the Ist
February next, on a good service pension, and he asks, as a special boon, that he may be granted
a pension of Kupees 112-8-0, being half the pay of his rank, in place of Rupees 103-2-0, the
average of his salary for the past five years.

3. I am to state that M. Soondara Moodaliyar has, for upwards of 11 years, held the res-
ponsible post of Tahsildar of the Oofacamund Talug, comprising the whole of the plateau of the
Neilgherry Hills, His duties in this position have been no less arduous than responsible.

4. Ina climate very unfavorable to a native of the plains, this officer has had to travel in
all weathers to any part of the Hills; while the inspection and demarcation of lands, which bave
of late years been so largely purchased for coffee and other plantations, havedetained him for
days together on the slopes of the Hillg, exposed to the deadly fever which prevails there. His
duties have brought him constantly into contact with Europeans, Planters and athers, in circum-
stances where tact and discretion were eminently required. In none of the qualities necessary
for the dus performance of these duties has he failed. '

5. In addition to these ordinary dnties of his position, he has had the no less difficult task
of ministering to the wants of the many visitors to the Hills, and in this he has been most suc-
cessful. - He met with the approval and notice of the late Lord Dalhousie and of Lady Canning,
on Lar visit to the Hills, and the testimonials which he submits shew how universal has been
the satisfaction he has given.

6. 1L Scondara Moodaliyar has been personally known to His Excellency the Governor
and the Members of Council for szveral years, and they are able to bear testimony to his high
qualifications for the post he holds, and to the worthy manner in which he has performed its
duties, :
» The boon which he asks is small, being an increase of only Rupees 9-6-0, to the pen-
gion he has earned, and it is asked rather as a mark of distinetion and approbation, than as a
pecuniary emolument, and I am fo state that the Governor in Council cordially supports the
recommendation of the Collector that it may be granted,

Forr Ssixt GRORGE, I have the honor to be,
6th December 1865. Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

Chief Secrelary.

From the Collector of Coimbatore, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ;
dated Coimbatore, 21st November 1865, No. 137.

I beg to forward, for the consideration and orders of Government, a letter to my address

from M. Soondara Moodaliyar, Tahsildar of the Neilgherry Taluq, applying for permission to re-



tire from the Public Service from the Ist Februar
will complete 30 years service, '

2. I am aware that under existing orders, applications for pension should be forwarded
through the Accountant General, and this rule will be adhered to in the present instance when

the time for the submission of his application through that authority srrives; but my object in
addressing the Government beforehand is to request that such special notice may be taken of
Soondara Moodaliyar’s past meriforious services as they deserve, and that such favorable orders
may be passed as will ultimately ensure the grant of an inereased rate of pension, as desired by
him. Soondara Moodaliyar is so well known to Government, that I need hardly say anything as to
his merits and past good services. His testimonials, herewith submitted, speak for themselves.
1 can only add that, during the past 3} years, I have always found him an active, painstaking,
hardworking, and respectable officer, and that, in a climate like that of the Neilgherries, most
trying to natives, he has mever shown himself wanting in meeting those difficulties which his
out-door work entailed on him. He is now old, and his health has been much impaired by fre-
quent exposure and continued hard work, extending over a period of no less than 12 years on
the Hills, The pension to which he will be entitled, with reference to the average salary drawn
by him during the past b years, will be Rupees 103-2-0; but he requests that, in consideration
of his past services and the hardships be has undergone in the discharge of his duties, he may be
allowed to draw Rupees 112-8.0, being half of his present pay, or Rupees 9-6-0 more than can
be sanctioned under the existing Rules, This request, I beg strongly to recommend to the fa-
vorable notice of Government, as a special fuvor in Soondara Meodaliyar's case.

To P. GRANT, Esa.,

Collector of Coimbatore,
Most HoNorEp Sin,
T beg most respectfully to submit this
most favorable consideration, :

2. I entered the service of the Honorable

Government on the 12th January 1836, and have
- continuously served as set forth jn the accompanying Statement, :

3. My period of service will therefore be 30 years on the 11¢h Janvary 1866, and on the
Ist February following, T hope to retire on the merciful bounty of Government, ;

4. When | took charge of this Talug, the Beriz was only Rupees 8419.5.
By my exertions, it has gone on increasing, as follows, from F usly 1267 :—

y 1866, the date succeeding that on which he

y humble application for pension for your honor's

8 per anaum,

RS. A. P,
Fusly 1267...... 9,647 12 7
s 1268,..... 10,196 13 6

» 1269,.... 10,796 8 0
» 1210...... 127794 2 § :
0l i 13,399 1 9
» 1272...... 18005 8 2
» 1273...., 19898 6 10
1274...... 22,027 10 ¢

superior 45 employ me in a low cou
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':ltl:mce };f Rupees 9-6-0 will add a value to the high characters my superiors have been pleased
i
fo bestow on me, and will be a great honor to me among my countrymen.



16. 'The Glovernment which I have the honor o serve have often been pleased to reward
their servants with personal allowances, life pensions,

titles, and lands, for hard and faithful ser-
vice. I most zespectfully beseech your honor to obtain me the favor I solicit, and thereby enable
me to retire from the service with honor, .

I beg to remain, &e.
(Signed) M. SOONDRUM,

Ooracamuno, [4¢A chb_ﬁgr 1865, Tahsildar,

o
R ———

‘Statement of service of M. Soondrum Moodelliar, Tahsildar of Neilgherries,

S : : Amount
Situations held, Period of service, of pay.
B, (A, [p.

Post Office Head Wx'ﬁer, Coimbatore... ... From 12th Jany. 1836 to 10th Oct. 1851.| 30, 0} 0

Cutwall at MetapolNem ... ... ... ... »» 11th Oct. 1851 to 5th March 1852, 40 0 0

Acting Neilgherry Tahsildar ... ... ... » 6th March 1852 to 10:h April 1852,! 50 0| o

Cutwall at Metapolliem ... ... .. ..| . 1l April 1852 to 23rd Jany.1853. 40| 0| o

Acting Town Police Ameen, Coimbatore, . 24th Jany, 1853 to 24th May 1853, 4«0‘| 0| 0

Cutwall at Metapolliem sse el o, 25th May 1853 to 9th May 1854.] 40, | ¢

Tahsildar Neilgherry Taluq. ... ... .. » 10th May 1854 to 30th April 1856, 50| 0 o

Do. s+ e el oy Isb May 1856 to 8lst Dec. 1860 100| 0| 0

Do. s we vl oy st Jany. 1861 to 80th April 1862, 150| 0| 0

Do. wee e el o, 1st May 1862 to date. 225 0f 0

(Signed) M. SOON DRUM,
Tahsildar,

Ooracamurp, 14¢h October 1865, -

Exd. J. H. Burns
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