


Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
' | 24th November 1865.

—

No. 37. Read the following letter from the Accountant General, Madras, to the Chief Secre-
- tary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated 20th October 1865, No. 132.

Book and Adjustrsent Department.
1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Order of Government in the Financial

Department, No. 482, dated the 11th instant, in the 2nd paragraph of which I am directed to
give my opinion ofi'a question raised by the Acting Deputy Accountant General, respecting the
grant of dgputahon allowance to Deputy Collectors appointed to officiate temporarily in g
higher grade.

2. Viewing the question simply on its own merits, and altogether apart from any orders
which may have been passed on the subject by the Supreme Gavernment, I am decidedly of
opiuion that the practice which obtains in this Presidency, under the sanction of the Local Go-
vernment, of granting to a Deputy Collector temporarily promoted to a higher grade a moiety of
the pay of his own appointment, and a moiety of the pay of the grade in which ke has been ap-
pointed-fo ofﬁc,ia.te, is far more equitable than the rule which debars an Officer from deviving any
pecuniary- benefit .whatever from his temporary promotion. It is true that there is no in-
crense of duties, butthe object of creating the different grades was obviously to enable the Go-

“yernmment to xfewaifd those of the Deputy (ollectors, who, by their ability and zeal, might prove
themselves deserving of promotion ; and so long as there is no increase of expense to Govern~
ment, 1 see no grounds for making any distinction in this respect between a permanent and tem-
porary appointment.

3. At the same time, it must be observed, the Government of India attach great import-
ance to.uniformity in all rules affecting the grant of leave and deputation allowance, and one of
the chief ubjects in organising the Aecount and Audit Departments on the present system ‘was
t0 secure sueh uniformity. Koowing, therefore, that the practice of this Pregidency did mot
accord with that which obtains in five other Administrations under the Government of India,
on the. particular point now under discussion. Mr. Taylor had no option but to bring that
difference to the notice of the Madras Government, Jeaving it to them either to make a reference
to the Government of India, with a view to a general modification of the rule in guestion, or for
the exemption, on special ground, of the Officers serving in this Presidency from its application.
‘Had Mr. Taylor acted otherwise, he would, I submit, have fsiled in his duty to both the Local
and Supreme Governments. It must also be remembered that Oude and the Central Provinces,
two of the Administrations above noticed, are immediately under the Supreme Government, by
which also the practice of the other Governments has been regulated.

4. Adverting now to the first paragraph of the Order of Government, in which I am direct-
ed 10 state on what authority the Acting Deputy Accountant General assumes the position of
an independent Officer, 1 have the honor td state that Mr. Taylor does not act independently of
the Accountant General, but consults him on all important questions, befure taking action in the

- hough all letters proceeding from the Post Audit Department are signed by him,
1 ha e _eﬁ,dy, in my letter of the 4th ultimo, pointed out the grounds on swhich it appeared to
me that the Deputy Accountant General might be permitted to correspond directly with Govern-
ment on all matters relating to the Post Audit Department, which is under his immediate charge,
and as I received noreply to that communication, and no objection was taken to letters subse-
quently signed by that Officer, I concluded that Government coincided in my views,

5. 1f the Deputy Accountant General be not allowed to sign letters, the chief end of his
appointment, the relief of the Accountant General from some important Department, will be
entirely frustrated, for if the Accountant General be required to sign all letters, he will necessa-
rily be held responsible for their contents, and must therefore minutely examine all orders and
correspondence connected therewith. Either there can have been no necessity for the appoint-
ment of & second Officer to the office of Account and Audit, or the work of the two is more than
one Officer can perform. I submit {hat the latter is really the case, and that the corabined duties
of Accountant General and Civil Paymaster are more than one Officer can efficiently under-
take. The responsibility of the late Civil Paymaster, in regard to all applications for leave of
absence from Officers both in the Districts and at the Presidency town, as well as all claims fo
allowanees from Officers residing at the latter, has already been imposed upon the Accountant
General by the orders of the Government of India, and, if to this, be now superadded the duty of
looking into all questions connected with claims and payments made in the Provinces, the entire
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