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Proceedings of the Madras Govefnbiéﬁ‘, Financial Deépartment,
24tk January 1865.

Read the following papers =

No.67. From E. H. LUSHINGTON, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India; to the Chief
Secretary to the Government of Madras, dated Fort William, the 13th December 1861,
No. 3482 " .

Financial Department,

In reply to your letter, No. 584, dated the 25th November 1864, T am desired to state, for the
information of the Government of Madras, that, judging from the Practice in the Calcutta Mint,
the Governor General in Council is of opinion, that the work of assaying in the Madras Mint
might be done by one officer; but whilst it is advisable that some arrangement should be made to
supply the ocedsional absence of the Assay Master from duty, this should not be done by keep-
ing a second highly paid officer for whom there is not full employment,

2. .I'am accordingly to request, that you will be good enough to move His Excellency the
Governor in Council to favor this Government with his opinion on the feasibility of abolishing

the appointment of Assistant Assay Master,

Referred to the Mint Master for report, in communication with the Assay Master.,
(Signed) A, J. ARBUTHNOT,
4th January 1865, Chief Becretary.

No. 68. From Lieutenant Colonel J. CARPENDALE, R. E., Mint Master, to the Honorable
A.J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Mint,

11th January 1865, No. 309,
1 have the honor to return the letter as per margin, forwarded to me for report, in commu-
nication with the Assay Master, whose opinion
No. 3842, 18th December 1864, from the Government of India. on the subject is contained in the ﬂccompanying
copy of a letter from him, No, 278, 6th instant,

2. Idonot concurin the Asssay Master’s opinion that the undivided services of two
officers are requisite in the Assay Department ; but [ certainly consider, and as inqeed is admitted
by the Government of India, that provision for the immediate discharge of the duties of the Assay
Office av all timesis necessary ; neither can I disregard the weight which the Assay Master attaches
to the large influx of Bullion at times, and the necessity, on other considerations, for his being
provided with an Assistant of suitdble attainments : and seeing that a thoroagh practieal knowledge
of this particular branch of Chemistry is confined fo a limited number of Medical Officers in the
service of Government, no other mode of attaining thisobject occurs to me than the continuance
of the system, which, with slight interruption, ha.s prevailed in M.:.idras' for some years'; viz., that
the app'(linttnent should be beld in corjunction with some other situation at the Presidency filled
by Medical men, as in the case of the late Assistant Assay Master, Doctor A. Scott, who was also
Chemical Examiner for several years, and againin the case of Doctor W. Aitken, who was for
some time, and is now again Superintendent of the Lying-in-llospiml, and Officiating Assistant
Assay Master, ' o ; : :

3. It is not within my province fo express an opinion whether it may be atall times feasible
to obtain among the Medical Staff at the Presidency one daly qualified, and whese duties are not
incompatible with the devotion of a portion of his time to the Assay Office; but, wheneve.r sucl'l a
measure is practicable, I would certainly recommend it, in preference to debiting the Mint with
the cost of an Officer exclusively for the duty of Assistant Assay Master, and which under the
recent rules for regulating the salaries of Medical Officers, would be a considerable sum under the
bead of Military pay, in addition to the Staff salary of Rupees 350 referred to by the Assa?' Master.

4, 1 must observe, however, that the allowance at present drawn by Doctor An.l.;en, t}xe
Superintendent of the Lying-in-Hospital, for oﬂici.ating as Assistant Assay Master, viz., 70
Rupees a month, is altogether inadequate and unsuitable, an.d I would propose that when the
office is held in conjuction with another one, the remuneration for the supplemental duty of

Assistant Assay Master should be 350 Rupees a month,

From G. J. SHAW, Esq., M. p,, Assay Master ; to Lieutenant Colonel J. CARPENDALE,
R. E., Mint Master ; dated 6th January 1865, No. 278. R

In reply to your letter, No. 302, dated 5th instant, requesting my opinion 2s to the propf)sal

to abolish the appointment of Asgistant Assay Master, I have the honor to state that I congider

it highly inexpedient to do so, for the following reagons :—
1st.—In the event of the Assay Master being absent from sickness or any other cause, most
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gerious inconvenience would be occasioned, were there no qualified .oﬁ'xcers to pjl"::‘;:" E:‘l“‘l‘;‘:t
delay his responsible duties, both as regards the coinage, and the valua.u.onrof .\Iefc 'h“ o th;

2nd.—The duties which have hitherto been assigned to the Assxstm.t.' As;:x). Mas gt
Madras Mint could not be performed by the Assay Master without overt‘\sl;w'\g that Ofﬁ?‘”t’ Izl(:ub
ers, and comprise those which are performed in the Calcutta Mint by a “““‘fd Supe:l“:lel:' ks
éf the Laboratory on a salary of Rupees 400 per mensem, in addition to the aid afforded b)

Deputy Assay Master.

3rd.— Although the work in the Madras Mint fluctuates to a greater extent then in felotf:
Mints, where the influx of Bullion is more steady, there is frequently s“ﬁ"me“t' Weak w'--f(ts i
Officers constantly employed, and there arc also duties connected with the tcstmg" of Weln; ook
measures, in addition to the work af Assaying, which require competent suf’e”‘léyl;{"’;m R
would greatly interfere with the proper duties of the Assay Master, had he no qu ililied and Tes

ponsible assistant to undertake them. i g < 850

4th.—The Staff salary attached to the office of Assistant Assay Master is only upee-*' P

per mensem, so that it is barely sufficient to secure the services of qualified officers U,f i e ‘;
ing, or who have not their means increased by holding additional appointments, which 1 regi:r{
as an objectionable arrangement, calculated to interfere with the due performance :)f _the duﬁ.fla
of the Assay Office. The only other Assistants in the Madras Establishment are Natives, upon
very small wages, the highest being only 30 Rupees per mensem.

2.

: g Rt aintaining the
I trust, therefore, that you will concur with me as to the propriety of maint &

: . . pagontl t e ﬁici~
Office of Assistant Assay Master, which, from my experience, is absolutely essential to the e
ency of the Assay Department of this Mint.

No. 69,

True Copy.)
: (Signed) J. CARPENDALE,
Mint Master.

. N - ct ' t
To the Secretary to the Government of India, Financial Department, dated ¥or

Saint George, 24th January 1865, No, 46. i o of this
In acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 13th ultimo, calling for the opinion OI
Government as to the feasibility of abolishing the appointment of Assistant Assay Master, : ﬁﬂ;
directed to submit, for the consideration of the Governor General in Council, the annexed coples O
etters from the Mint Master, and Assay Master, submitting their views on thc. proposal. 4
2. Itwill beseen that both these officers deprecate the abolition of the appointment of _~\.S>IS‘ ;n
Assay Master, on the ground that, in the absenco of the Assay Master from sickness or any e
cause, most serious inconvenience would be occasioned, if there were no « jualified fd}iccr to pel'fO!‘m:
without delay, his responsible duties, both as regards the coinage and the valuation il Msines
Bullion ; the only other Assistants in the Madras establishment being Natives on very WRAR MAges.

3.

= f X i et o ae of allowing the
The Mint Master differs from the Assay Master as to the inexpedieney of allowing

Assistant Assay Mastership to be held by an Officer holding other appointments. The d.cc.;sxon o-f
this question must, of course, depend upon the nature of the duties attached to .ruc‘xl» _ﬂr“l“"m“mm.lts. .
and as regards the present incumbent, Dr. Aitkin, the Governor in Council i% “w:\'hf:d t‘:.at ‘t(lis
mmpossible for him to attend at the Mint, without prejudice to his important bk nc et
ent of the Lying-in-Hospital, and Professor of Midwifery in the Medical College- :

4. But His Excellency in Council agrees with Colonel Carpendale, and Dr. Shaw, that .the
Assay Master ought not 10 be left without an Assistant. It would be impossible to RYFRUER: with-
out prejudice to the Public service, that one of the other Medical officers holding an “'lf’p"‘mmm?t 5
the Presidency shall invariably be an officer who understands Assaying; and unless this were ey

- - . . > e x ¥ iged ‘ud-
serious inconvenience would inevitably result, whenever the Assay Master might be obliged s
denly to absent himself from his duties.

5. Tam, therefore, directed to request that, in the event of the Supremz Government consider-
ing that Dr. Aitken would be too highly paid as Assistant Assay Master, if he were unu‘wefl t;
draw the present Military pay and allowances of his rank, in addition to the Staff salary ©
"Rupees 350 per mensem, hitherto assigned to the Assistant Assay Mastership, another Officer ma)i
‘b appointed. The only officer available in this Presidency is Assistant Surgeon Busteed, Cin1

-Surgeon of Cuddalore:

(Signed) A. J. ARBUTHNOT,
Chief Becretarys«
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