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Fivancian DEPAR TMENT,
No. 285.

F'rRoM
A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Ese,

Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George,
To
Tue SECRETARY ro THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
FinaxciaL DEPARTMENT.
Siz,
fam directed to submit, for the consideration of His Excellency the Governor General in
Council, the annexed copy of a Memorial froz
Procecdings, 5th May 1865, No, 229. the Madras Chamber of Commerce, with refer-
ence to the export duties recently imposed.

9, The Chamber are in error in supposing that any exceptional taxation to the prejudice
of the Coffee planters has been imposed in Wynaad. The only tax which they have paid of
late years has been a land tax of two Rupees an acre for land actually planted with Cofee,
which is only imposed in the third year of the plant, the year of planting and the succeeding
year being exempt from demand. The export duty recently imposed of course adds consider-

ably_to the tax on Coffee land.
1 bave the honor to be,

Sir,
Fort SANT GEORGE, Your most obedient Servant,
Tth June 1865.

Chief Seeretary.

From J. YOUNG, Esq., Chairman Chamber of Commerce ; to the Honorable A. J. ARBUTHNOT,
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Madras, 27th May 1865.

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter, dated the 5th instant, and to express
my regret that, owing to the necessity under which the Chamber was of sending to the Western
Coast for the information desired by the Government, I have been unable to give that letter an
‘earlier reply.

2. Inalluding as the Chamber did in its Memorial to the exceptional taxation in Wynaad,
reference was intended to the tenor of the Order by Government, dated 16th May 1860, Revenue
Department, in which allusion is made to the opinion of the President, that *‘the proper mode of
taxing the Coffee lands in the Wynaad would be to tax the cultivation only."

3. The expression * Act” was inaccurately used in the Chamber’s Memorial, but I think Hig
Excellency the Governor in Council will be satisfied that the Chamber was justified in referring to
this order as applying only to Wynaad, and as inflicting exceptional taxation on Coffee cultivations

Exd. J. Tulloch,
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