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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
8th July 1864.
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No.34.  Read the following letter from ‘W. HUDLESTON, Esq., Secretary to the Board
of Revenue ; to the Honorable A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Sceretary to Government,
Fort Saint George, dated Madris, 7th June 1864, No. 34.50. :

With reference to Government Order, doted 4th December 1863, No. 785, Financial Depart-
ment, I am directed by the Board of Revenue to report that, after inquiry from all the Collectors
and careful consideration of the difficulties raised in the Districts, the Board have come to the
conclusion that there is no good reason whatever why the Treasury accounts should not be
despatched to the Accountant General from every District by the 10th of each month at latest,
The Board believe that an earlier date is readily attainable without excessive exertion where
proper method and system are observed, and that the annexed Statement of the earliest and
latest dates, on which the accounts were actually despatched from each District in 1868, establishes

* the possibility of this result. It will be observed that the earliest date ranges from the 8th of
the month in South Canara to the 19th in Malabar :—

W\
Skire 23 Latest. date of Earliest date
Districts. despatch, | of despatch,

—_— " o, e— e

. Ganjam... 15th 14th
. Vizagapafam.i: .o v i 15th 10th
R OUANEE et - (soni. Whoi i ons I1th 10th
o Kisbna., oo o wn e L 16th 11th
. Nellore 16th 13th
ABBINIEY o it 0 L R 4 i 17th 13th
. Cuddapab... ... P 15th 10th
ntangl e 16th . 9th
M L 3 24th 18th
Tt eATeoly = e 16th 12th
. South AI‘COt ) ave avn lgth 14~th
o LATIOTOU % Vi ena Hae 18th 12th
« TrichiiOpoly . veer o.o'lam 215t 14th
Cimdevelly S TR e SR 29th 11th
TB - Madurs e e et e e 13th 10th
N8 rSaleny, L R e 19th 15th
17. Coimbatore gy oA 15th 14th
18. South Canara... ... . . wd  15th St |
19. Malabar 25th 19th '
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2. The Board believe that the difficulty hitherto experienced in this matter arises mainly
from the general ignorance which pervades the Treasury and Account Departments in the Districts
as to a proper system of accounts, and which they fear is shared pretty equally by all grades of
officers in it with some individual exceptions, As other causes they may mention ignorance of
‘English ; too great devotion of time to Magisterial duties on the part of the Deputy Collectors ;
the employment of the Treasury and Account Departments’ servants on dulies foreign to their
particular offfce ; the separation of the English and Account Departments in the Huzur office ;
the absence of intelligible detailed instructions for the guidance of the Taluq Account Depart-.
ment ; and the non-distribution of work according to fixed rule in the Huzur,

8. The Board’s Sheristadar has lately examined the accounts in several Huzur offices, and
has, since his return from leave, systematically organized the work in the Sydapet office. He
found everywhere astonishing ignorance and non-observance of established rule, and utter absence
of method. By a few clear instructions and explanations, with the adoption of some simple forms,
he has effected in a very short time a marked improvement, so that the Treasury accounts, which
it had been declared could not possibly be despatehed before the 18th of the month, were ready
in March on the 10th, and were despatched in April on the 9th, without more exertion’ than can
fairly be required and may always be counted on.

4. The Sheristadar is still carrying on his improvements, and he trusts shortly to be in a
position to prepare such instructions for issue to all the Districts as shall ensure the same favor=
able results everywhere,
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4. The Serishtadar ig still carrying on his improvements, and he trasts shortly to bein a -
position to prepare such instructions for i issue to all the Districts as shall ensure the same favorable
results everywhere.

5. Meanwhile it is evident that when the Department understand their work the rosult can
be obtained without further instructions, as appears from the annexure.- :

6. The Board deem it very necesgry, for the general attainment of the end in view, that
thnnry Deputy Collectors should not be permitted or encouraged to devote their time to
Magmenal duties.

T have the honor to be,
- Sir, -
Your most obedient gervant,.
ﬁ
Rezvever Boanp Orrics,
B Madras, 3 Secretary,
7th Jane 1864.
Copy to F. L. Lushinton, Esq., Acting Accountant General.
» toall Collectors,
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