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Proceedings of the Madras .Gov;?rnment, Financial Department,
11k May 1864.

Read the following papers :—
o< ¢ ) From the Reverend J. HIGGINS, Missionary Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel in Foreign Parts ; to the Honorable A, J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Secretary to
Government, Fort'Saint George, dated Cuddap+h, 10th April 1864.

I have the honorto bring to your notice a decision of the Acting Collector of Cuddapah, in
a dispute between his Deputy Collector in charge of the Treasury and myself ; and beg that the
whole case may be brought before Government for final arbitration.

2. I have been in the habit, for some time past, of depositing small ‘sums of money in the
Government Savings' Bank at Cuddapah ; and the matter now at issue has reference to the mode
of withdrawing a portion of those deposits. 4 X

3. I must at the outset explain that each depositor is furnished by Government with g
deposit book. When he wishes to withdraw any sum he is expected to present this book, with
mé amount specified on one of the pages and his signature attached. Hitherto this is all that has
been considered necessary and nothing more has been demanded,

I must also explain, that the presence of the depositor at the office or bank is not abso-
lutely necessary. Rule XVI of the Government Savings’ Bank rules provides that “in cases of
individuals unable to attend in person, the Secretary will exercise his discretion in regard to re-
payment of deposits to responsible persons duly authorized by such absentees to receive the same.”’

4. As Ilive about 60 miles away from Cuddapah, I have been in the habit of making use
of the services of a friend in that town for paying or withdrawing deposits ; and, from October
1858 to Januvary 1864, no objection was ever made to this arrangement. The present Deputy
Collector by receiving sums from my friend, and paying them to him, on my behal!f, on several
occasions, thus recognized him as “ a responsible person duly aunthorized.”

5. 1 beg, however, that it may be remembered that my friend had not the power to with-
draw any sum he pleased, or to sign my name in the Bank book, this was done by myself ; and all
that he did was to send the book to the Treasury, ‘and receive the sum to be forwarded to myself.

5. On the 4th of January 1864, I wished to withdraw 50 Rupees. I specified that
amount in the book, appended my signature to it, and asked my friend to present it and receive
the money. But the Deputy Collector on this occasion refused to pay, returned me the book, and
explained that a Power of Attorney on stamp paper, value eight Annas, must first be produced
before the amount could be paid,

6. On my writing to the Acting Collector of the District on the subject, the Deputy Collec-

tor furnished the following explanation, a copy
Lettento Acting Collector, No. 33, dated 22nd January 1864.  of which was forwarded to me :—*“ The Ac-
countant General in sending forms of Registers
to be kept for re-pavments, has a column headed ¢ Signature of the payée acknowledging re-pay-
ment ;' no re-payment can therefore be made, unless the payée is present to sign the Register, or ap-
point an Attorney to sign for him, Mr. Higgins cannot expect that I should continue an objec-

tionable practice because [ hud not noticed it on former occasions.”

7. It will be seen from this that a second signature is demanded ag essentially necessary,
and that T or my Attorney must be present to sign this Register : and yet the Rules of the Sav-
ings' Bank make no mention whatever of such Register, and for five yearsit was deemed of so lit-
tie importance as not to be “ noticed.” The possi lity of obtaining my signature by sending me
the form to be filled ugp through the post is not considered.

8. The Acting Collector of the District thought this explanation quite satisfactory, and I
was therefore obliged to appeal to the Secretary of the Government, Savings' Bank.

9. In answer to my application the Seeretary writes : “ I do not consider it necessary for

you to grant a Power of Attorney toan agent

No. 954, dated 15th Febroary 18€4. to enable you to make withdrawals from the
Government Savings' Bank, such not being

the'practice of this Institution. Your Bank book should be forwarded, duly receipted by
you, with a letter to the party whom you may authorize to receive money on your
behalf, and the Deputy Collector may, if he choose, make your agent also give a re-
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: P;ooeedings f ';I‘a.;jl?[_';dras é;)vemment, Fma;mal Department,

11th May 1864,

ceipt in theibook, his name appearing

in the extract of withdrawals as received for
you, The practice of this office js

also to keep a raugh book in which persons receiva
ing money have to sign their names. This is in addition to the receipt given in the Bank book,
and serves as a’proof, in case of need, of the re-payment. Your agent would, of course, have no
objection to sign any such book if required by the Deputy Collector : and with all these checks, I

cannot see what possible objection that officer can have to let you make withdrawals in the
manner you have hitherto done.” :

the Secretary’s expfana-
3 OF & copy of the entries in the Bank bouk.

right, and in support of this opinion he furnish.
No.143, dated lst March 1864, ed me with extracts of certain paragraphs of the

: o Stamp Act No. X, 1862, which will pe found
copied out at the end of this letter, They do not seem to me, however, to concern the matter in

any way, unless the very subject in dispute is taken for granted. The paragraphs serve to shoy
that certain deeds and instruments require certai

? S Stamps, this no one abtempts to deny ; but the
question at issue is: Are any of those deeds or instruments necessary for withdrawing mon
the Government Savings' Bank ?

13. Iam sorry to say that the Depvty Calleotar sl
upheld in this resolution by the Acting Collecto,

written®
should
“ When

to him, pointing out the course he
pursue and concluding ag follows : —
parties living Probably within a mile
0 Teceive or withdraw money, it certain-
ors living at much greater distances,”
overnment Savings’

pointing out the course to be pursued by the Deputy Collector, he could dog nogx:; fttiat!l::e:zol;l:
matter ag the Treasury officers were no control of hig Department ; and haying bee
assured at the aawe that a letter addressed to the Chief Secretary to Government gwoul:il

trusting at the same time

ScrEDULE A,

ds, Instruments and Writin
mps'for such Deeds, Ip
*

Containing a specification of the Dee : :
ed under this Act, and of the proper Sta g whxchge&um 0 be stamp-
* *

struments an ritings,
ba ejsl }fg,etter or Power of Attorney not being of the king provided for in . .
C ule. X, e ey s see
If the letter or Power of Attorney be for the rformance of o i % Rupees
and the value of the property to be dealt with bgeexpxessed in tohneel::ttegncl){
power and do not exceed 500 Rupees
* * g

ST

8. Mooktarnamah, Wakalutnamah and

ower filed
conduct of any case in any C P ed or presented for the
%

ourt of J u:tice or before any Revenue authority,
*
When presented to any Court, Civil or

Criminal other ¢
Court, or to any Collector or other Revenue officer, . ¢ than the Sudder

(True Extract.) v 8 Annag
(Sigued) H, @, SMITH,
dcting Collector,

“h

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
11th May 1861.

ForT SainT GEORGE, Chief Secretary.

27th April 1864, e

I\() 2 Fr("l] q 3 i H .the Chief
Jo L. LUS H[ L ’ 29 (2} p

izpins, herewith
Book Department, the letter of the Reverend J.Hl,gms,

With reference to the endorsemee:::l (1)1:5 e bolldr . to Skatalttad the Demity Collectrrah
en

returned, the Acting Accountant G nge’ Bank,

2 Su(oh IEat Stlictﬂess lllowe‘er, does nOt appear to have be5n necessa Y, and '.he e
» : g ’ e T T would

16th Rule, as the depositor Mr. Higgifxs,
hlen e “Po':] lh:vfl‘l]ig::sioo:ht: Zuthorities in the .District. Thefpract:;:
and his ag?nt ?re both 8}‘: Pa;f;siflency, in such cases, is clearly stated in .the. Efdl:r:ct ror;mm
of fhe Bt iR OREN -a t; tfxe Institution, in the 9th paragraph of Mr. nggm? het t::ve £y
letter of the Secretary o he Register alluded to by the Deputy Collector m.lg Bl
N thath; X Higgins ; and in fact if the 2nd Clause of Rule 16 lshac Acco;:lm;m
'ig“e: : t}]:e ag;z::::e ort: thecarren;. for the principal must be accepted by the
is evident the si g

General in the Register transmitted to him,

———

256

N, 11th May 1864, No.

5 AR ntant General be furnished to the Re.ver?nd
who will make the necessary communicationt

No. 22.
Ordered that a copy of the letter from the Acc;)u
Mr. Higgins, and also to the Couecﬁl}; 0€r Cr:::‘z‘l;a;; ot
llector in charge of the .
o the DR S (True Extract.)

Chief Secretary.

To the Deputy Auditor and Accountant General.
,»  Collector of Cuddapah.
» Reverend J, Higgins,

Exd. J. Tullock,
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