3
{1\, Number of pages - ——— “Ta N

o

o o, g g 7 o
(2) Date of re ,air____mrfg,,__L,,_f_'.._‘-.f)__J._
~ Y‘ [ 7 [ i

(8) Initials of the Referencer. la

MADRAS RECORD OFFICE.

Government of Madras.

" sl DEPARTMENT.




B —— o o i o i .

Proceedings of the Madras Government, I'inancial Department,
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Read again Proceedings of Government, dated 21st July 1862, No. 533.

No. 16. Read also the following letter from JOHN ROBERT BOYSON, BEsq, Govern-
ment Solicitor, Madras; to the Honorable A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Secretary

to Government, Madras, dated 31st January 1863, No. 48. A
I bave the honor to acknowledge the ‘Proceedings of Government noted in the margin, and
the papers which accompanied them, relative to Streematu Pratapa
D&ft‘gdaigi%?:mgg&m‘ 66, Simha Parsupani Setvpati of Ramnad’s Memorial to Government
i : in respect of certain jewels which he claims to be entitled to, as the

heir of Muttu Ramalinga Setupati, the late Zemindar of Ramnad.

9. I have submitted the proceedings and papers for the consideration of the Advocate

General and have also conferred with him thereon, and I now forward a copy of his opinion.

3. 1 also return the papers above noted.

——

COPY—OPINION.

These petitions contain only an exparte statement, that of S. P. S. P. Setapati, on his own
behalf. How far these statements are correct, or what t.he present Zerfxindamee et Rumnad
may have to 83y for herself in support of her claim to tll{JeWels mn _‘l‘{estxon, (or the proceeds
of the sale thereof, if they have been sold, as one passage seems to intimate) I have no means
whatever of judging- |

It is stated that Government have directed the Petitioner to be informed that he must sue
the Zemindarnee for the jewels, or, if not, that (.}‘overmneut will make them over to her within
six months; on which the Petitioner observes (with much force if the facts are s he alleges) that
he inadvisgth ho GanTELF i ﬁ”: that which she has not and never had—and he adds, whici
‘she has mever even claimed. This I ﬂpprehenq must be an error, otherwise Government would,
probably, hardly bave said it would make the jewels over to her.

If the je,wels, (or if sold their proceeds) are in the custody of Government, I am of opinion
v ms pmn and simple and only safe course for Government to pursue, is to intimate to both
claimnnté that it wiskes them both (for Petitioner seems afraid to do so) to sue it, and that then
it will leave the Court to make them interplead, and settle their respective claims.

(Signed) T. SYDNEY SMYTH,
Slet. Januaty 1868. ‘ Advocate General.
(True Copy.) :

(Signed) J. R. BOYSON, -

Government Solicitor.

No. 17. ORDER THEREON, 4th February 1863, No. 79.

The Petitioner claims the proceeds of certain jewels found in the possession of the deposed
- Zamindar of Ramnad when he died in Fort Saint George in
Proceedings 16th December 1850, No. 686 3440 pq which, after having been kept in deposit for half

a century, were ordered to be sold subjeet to any claim that might eventually be established.

2. The Proceedings quoted above contain a full history of the case, and it is unnecessary
to repeat here the several orders which had been passed on the subject. Suffice itto say that ont
of five parties who had laid claim to the jewels in 1851, three were held to have no title whatso-
ever, while the claims of the other two, the Petitioner and the Zamindarni, appeared to have a
better foundation ; and that ultimately the Government arrived at the determination to make
over the property to the Zamindarni, unless the Petitioner should file a suit against her within
six months. A

3. Subsequently, however, the Petitioner preferred several petitions, urging particularly thag
he was not competent to sue the Zamindaroi for property which was not in her possession and
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