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Read the following letter from Ceclonel THO

Ay . : MAS McGOUN :
Military Finance, Fort Saint George ; to the Secretary to Govelr;]mCOntrglll'ef of
Department, Fort Saint George, dated 22nd October 1863, C gl

No. 57.

In the original constitution of the Military Finance Department, the duti
Examiner were entrusted to two Officers, having jurisdiction independer’\t of eachlf)il()f the Pay
duties were one and the same, and carried on in the same office, the arrange e
theoretically objectionable, and practically it was found to lead, in some insla.ncesgt:]:;il:e::ii;e%
3. S (¢]

action.
2. “'.hen therefore the 1st Pay Examiner retired from the service on the 1st January 1862
I did not suggest the nominati ¢ :
e 1ation of an Offi

2135, dated 16th June1862.  to take the place of 2nd Examiner, and gcer
‘ ! ) ave
my reasons in a report which I submitted to

Government on the 30th May 1862, B.

Proceedings of.Government, No.

3. The suggestion I there offered was in effect that I considered one Pay Examin
sufficient if aided by one or two able Uncovenanted Assistants ; in offering this opinion I wel'
influenced a good deal by the fact that the Head Uncovenanted Assistant in the office Mas
Greenfield, had special and unusual qualifications for the office, as shown in the able manr:er h:

compiled the present Pay Code,

4. Government in paragraph
Pay Examiner and required a report o
tested.

I have the honor now to submit that report. %

sult of the arrangement has upon the whole been satisfactory ; the audit has all
there are no arrearsin the office ; the duties have been carried on Smoc;th?l
end there have been very few appeals against the decisigps of the Pay Examiner; the latt:;
circumstance, the more notable from the great changes which have taken place in the éonstitution
and pay of alarge portion of the Army during the past two years.

7. But while these results practically bear out the opinion which T expressed, I am at the
same time bound to admit that I did not fully consider the contingency of the Pay Examiner, or
his Assistant, or both, being obliged to go away on account of health cr otherwise, without hav;n'r
office to fall back upon ; - this contingeney has arisen in Mr. Greenfield th:
Assistant, being obliged to proceed to Europe on Medical Certificate, and the Pay Exam,iner
Captain Rideout, being necessitated to take short leave to the Neilgherry Hills on account of ill-,
health. I had no one in the office to take Mr. Greenfield’s place, nor did I know any Uncove-
panted Officer whom I considered equal to the duty; but from the Staff Corps I obtained the
os of an experienced Officer, Major Ritherdon, of business habits, who had aptitude for the
When the Pay Examiner quitted, I had to entrust his duties to

9 of the Order above quoted doubted the sufficiency of one
n the subject after the arrangement had been practically

o;
6. There

along been current ;

any reserve in the

servic
work, and much application.

the Compiler, Major Touch.
.8. But while the duties of the office have been satisfactorily carried on under these tempo-

and the interests of Governiwent have in no respect been injured, still the
e-chifts, shows that the Department of the Pay Examiner is short-handed
when contingencies, such as those above adverted to, occur. The
ngements involve cannot be satisfactorily performed for any

rary arrangements,
necessity for the mak
in supervising O flicers,
extra work which such temporary arra
lexgth of time.

9. While adheri
Assistant are equal to the duties of t
am of opinion that to meet such con
attached to the Department generally,
ost wanted—the Staff Corps can a
to the Governmen

that a Pay Examiner and an able

ng therefore to my original proposition
he Examiner’s Department under ordinary circumstances, I
b

two or three Probationers

tingencies as those adverted to,
and should be specially employed where their
fford an ample supply of Officers for this
t; as a general rule they have a more varied

ought to be

gervices are m
purpose, and at a trifling expense
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