Government of Mad

[ S——

—Loiau e DEPARTMENT.

SHEIEERY

g
¢
o
-
5




N v s A A A A A P o e .
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Read thefollowing letter from Lieutenant Colonel C. A. ORR, R. E, Mint Master ;
to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Mint, 80th May 1863,
@_a’ “No. 26, '

R L. As the power of this Mint, till very lately, was totally inadequate to the simnltaneous
lamination of Silver and Copper, the latter metal was formerly coined only occasionally during
brief cessations of the coinage of Silver for the settlement of accounts. Ilence, when the fixed
establishment was placed on its present footing. no provision was made for the special superintend-

. ence of a Copper Melting and Laminaiing Department, and although that Depa:tment has been
brought into a state of the greatest efficiency and become of the very first importance by sacces-
sive additions of steam power and improved machinery, and by the introduction of the system of
melting and laminating Copper Scissel, its supervision is still provided for only as one of the
tempurary and contingent establishments of the Mint,

2. Former Mint Masters were well aware of the disadvantages of this arrangement, and
Culonel Rell, wri&ing under date the 31st March 1859, in support of an application for certain

augmentations of salaries which were in due® coursesanctioned by the

Government of India, stated that he refrained fiom then urging the

Copper Laminating Department being put on the same footing on the

_ permanent establishment as tle other executive branches of the Mint only because the process
then newly introduced of melting and rolling out Copper Scissel had not been fully tried and
established. .

3. This having now been done so as completely to obviste the necessity of throwing large
quantities of Copper Scissel into the market for sale at ‘a heavy loss, and the Copper Coinage having
attained to a steady average outturn of upwards of 2,50,000 pieces per diem of ordinary time, I think

i the constitution of the Copper Melting

aud Laminating Department as a part of

the permanent fixed establishment of the
Mint should no longer be delayed. Till

:}gé:;gg this is done, I shall be unable to place at

AJ the head of it 3 properly qualifieg and
faithful Superintendent, with a few trust-
worthy Bu})ordina.tes, because the small
remfmeratmu offered cannot command the
Bexvl.ces of the class of persons that ig
required unless the full advantages attach-

No. 7k

* 24th Decemler
No. 10,957,

1859,

Uost of Gop-
per and ex.
penses of
Coinage.
10,76,750 6,435,595
9,93,280 5,70,842

Number of | . Value of
Years, |Copper pieces | Copper pieces
coined, coined.

Net gain on |
Copper Coin-
age,

1861-62,
1862-63.

7,00,49,760
6,27,65,760

o~
e S —
| Prosents ’ Propwed.!

Rupees. | Rupees.

140

oo 40

1 Assistant. 5 30

1 Milling Die Sette: 2 25
1 Cutter Setter.. .. ... o 5

2 Laminators at 12 Bupées each....

2 Engine Drivers do.

1 Conicopoly....iiiives v aaveiin

1 Weighingman.. ..ot seciire saesn
Total...

heu of the temporary one hitherto employed

ed to permanent employment under Goy-
erument, with the benefits of
rules, are held out to them, 1 have ac-
cordingly to recommend the entertajn-
ment of an establishment ag per margin

at a cost of Rupees 338 per mensem in

the pension

at a cost of Rupees 218,

4. Thereis ove other Department of this Mint to which [ must draw attention on account
of the miserably incommensurate amount of the salary of its Superintendept, a5 compared with
the duties entrusted to him and the overwhelming nature of the responsibility imposed' upon him
I allude to the Silver Melting Department and to the pay of the m.lter being no wore thin;

Rupees 140 per mensen.

5. Toany one who v /crstands how much the success of coinageé operations depends upen
the melter, it must appear scareely credible that in these days, when full remunerative employ -
ment can easily be obtained by intelligent and trustworthy men, any one has been found to retain

this onerous and peculiarly responsible post on such pay.

In fact the present occupant of it, |

have reason to believe, would not have been contented to remain in it but for the hope that has




i
i




orem




epartment,

e i s i

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
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FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.
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