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No. 8%, Read the following Petition from SRIMUTH PRATAPA SIMHA PARSAPA-
: NI SETUPATI ; to His Excellency the Honorable Sir W. -DENISON, Kr., x. ¢. B,
3 Governor of Fort Saint GGeorge, Madras, dated ‘Madras, 9th April 1863,

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,

Permit me, with the utmost deference and submission, to represent to your Excellency that
the Order of Government of the 4th February last, relative to my undeniable claim to the pro-
ceeds of the jewels which belonged to my grandfather, Rajah Mutta Ramalinga Setupati, former
Zemindar of Ramnaad, was passed on the opinion of the Advocate General, who, from not hay-
ing had the documentary evidence which I now adduce before him at the time, misunderstood
the tenor of my statements, and taking them to be exparte, gave it as his judgment that I and
the so called Zemindarni should be directed to sue Government themselves. Had the docu-
ments, consisting ‘partly of official correspondence and partly of other genuine unquestionable
papers, been before the Advocate General on that occasion, without a doubt he would have
come to a far different conclusion. In my priuted petition, from paragraphs 1 to 29 and the
appendices therein referred to, I have clearly proved that the so called Zsmindarai has no right
or title to the Zemindary i'self, that she enjoys the Zemindary mercy through the complacency
and favor of Government, who in justice to themselves should at once sequestrate it, and the lacs
of Rupees which she wrongfully enjoys annu:zl'y credited to the Revenues of Government.
Having no right or title to the Zemindary, she cannot possibly have any right or title to these
proceeds. I have also fully established, from paragraphs 30 to 69 and appendices, my exclusive
claim to the proceeds, the more especially, as [ am in the undisputed enjoyment, under the
sanction of the authorities, of all the rest of the personal property of Muttu Ramalinga Sctupati.
This fact in itself is sufficient proof of the legality and rightfalness of my claim. Such being
the actnal state of the case, what justice, what propriety is there in Government divecting the so
called Zemindarni, who has no right whatever to the jroceeds, and me, whose claim to them is
unquestionable, to prosecute them. The documentary evidence submitted by me is full and
complete. The facts are clear and comprehensible without difficulty and it were an ecasy matter
for your Excellency in Council to pass a decision according to its merits. Should ther'e be any
lingering doubt on the question, my printed petition might be referred to the Advocate General
for his further opinion and thereupon a decision be passed by Government. I therefore most
humbly solicit your Excellency to be graciously pleased to grant my printed petition a patient
and candid perusal, and pass an oider thereon, cancelling that of the 4th February last, and
placing me in possession of the “proceeds, or to refer it for the further opinion of the Advocate
General, who, I feel assured, will revise the one he gave on an incomplete, mistaken, view of
the actual grounds of my elaim,

I enjoy all the rest of the personal property of my grandfather, and no one ever raised a
single objection to my enjoyment, and in the same manner, if the proceeds be delivered up to
me, no person will question the act of Government. Besides if any one should dispute my claim,
I am ready and willing to defend it, and consequently the proceeds can be made over to me
without any doubt or hesitation.

It is to your Excellency alone I look fur justice, and I am humbly confident that were your
Excellency to condescend to reconsider my case, I will obtain justice ; the claims of an unfortu-
nate being like myself will not pass unheeded, 1 have every ground 1o believe from the impartia-
lity and justice of your Excellency’s administration, and in taking me under your protecting
care your Excelltney will rescue me from ruination and poverty. s

No. 85. ORrpER THEREON, 28th April 1863, No. 301.

Resolved that the Petitioner be informed that the only way in which bis right to the pro-
ceeds of the sale of the jewels referred to can be determined, is by the decision of a Court of
Law, and that the Government will receive no further petitions fiom him on the subject,
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