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No. 56.  Read the following letter from Captain J. MITCHDLL, Officer in charge of the
Government Central Museum ; to A.J. ARBUTHNOT, Esq., Chief Seuetar) to.
: Government, Fort Saint George, dated Madras, 15th December 1862, No. )5 {1 et
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Proceedings of Government, dated lsgh De-
cember 1862, No, 871, to which I beg to subnit the following reply :—
1. The Estimate was prepared in the same form as in the prekus year and agreeabb" to
a form furnished by the Accountant Gé‘neral for my guidance. The instructions of Govern-:?'
ment on this head will recetve my care!?txl atcentlm in the futare preparabxon of (hls document. "
The authority of Government for the increase to the servants’ salaries did not reach me until two"
days after the latest date allowed for sendmg in thé Estimate v‘vhmh‘l dnd not feel Jushﬁed in

detaining on that account.
2. With regard to the entry of Rupees 3 000 for the purchase of books, i ppears bhnt

I have mlsapprehended the orders of Government whxph I thought referred only to. such
charges as were entirely new, 1 have now the honor e'mrnestly to solicit Government to sancuon
the grant of this sum for 1863-64; trusting, that byC careful expenditue of it and‘ the sum grant~
ed for the current year, I shall not aga.m ﬁnd it nehessary to appeal to the liberality of Gove;rn-"
“ment for any special grant on this account. ~ Any thuw hke,a cowglete Zoological bem‘y una-

‘ vdxd&bly entails aconsxderable outlay of money.” No one is 50 interested as myself in getting #
the most useful and necessary works at the lowest possible price, i. e., making the money plaeed
disposal for this purpose go as far as possible;; jand 1 have huhgrto wnh the help of a kind

H

at iy
friend in London (Dr. Neil) been very suceessful.
. The object of a Musqﬂm collection I take to be at least bwofold. ' First to contain

complete a collection as possible of the natural productions of the country (in particular,)
and othex.parts of the world, duly named and systematically arranged, as a means of encouraging
the study of Natural History, and. aﬁ'urdmg students the opportunuy of 1dentlfymg any spem-
a that may fall in their way, and P et
. 4. Secondly, to do its share in the advancement of science by making knmvn any new‘ and.
l;nd ibed objects. Theve is much to be done in this way in the Presidency of Madras. Pak~
“_‘ sh only as an example :—upwards of sixty years ago Dr. P. Russell descnbed and ﬁgured
a\lont'two hundred fish of the Coromandel Coast, but the later researches of Sir Emetmn 'Pén-

‘mant and "othger at Ceylon make it very probable that there are from six hundred to eight 1
‘ ' shngmsh what is known ,from

ﬁ

(

hat Engelmann and Carus’ £ Bxbliotheea
sely printed matter, 596 pages of which are filled
d Ichthyologist Dr. Gunther of the British Musaum; in the only
canthopterygious fishes of the British Museum whleh ! have yet

sue of the works quoted by him in these two volumes, an

406, T do not of course hope to get all these works but only

':e.
i nmg Seas

them as is nzcesqary to arrange the ﬁahes of India and the ad
thmgs

ny mone, Govemment may be pleased to place at my
My desu'e is, so far as my abilities peumt, to

emment by whose hberahty it is supported.

mk the‘MactrAs Museum a

ity : Onnnn 'rl-nmzox, 90th December 1862, No. 885.
nﬁer’ﬂ) explanation submitted in the foregomo letter, the Governor in Council sanctions
cbm'ge of Rupees (3, 000) three thousand, for the purchase of standard works on

Natur ‘;_ Hmory. being entered in the Budget for 1863-64.
2. Capt.am Mxhchell mn submit a hst of the books be desires to pmcure before ordfmng

them- o R i o A (Signed) A. J. ARBUTHNOT,
. s arin : i Clnej Secretary.

Ekd; T. McMoo!r.y,
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