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FProceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Depariment,
16th May 1862.

No. 66. Read the following letter from Lieutenant Colonel C. A. ORR, Mint Master; to T.
PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to (Jovermnent Fort Saint George, dated 25th April
1862, No. 358.

Paragraph 1. The great demand for Copper money during the last few years having made
it undesirable to intermit the Coinage of that metal for a sufficient length of time to allow of the
large quantities of Scissel that accumulate in the process being weighed over, in order to ascertain
the exact extent of the operative losses sustained, no settlement of the Copper Coinage Accounts
has taken place since April 1858. [ was therefore glad to take advantage of the late cessation of
the demand, and of there being a large amount of Copper Coin on hand, to so far suspend the
Copper Coinage as to permit of the metal instock under all forms on the 31st October last, being
weighed and thereby to obtain the means, by comparison of the result with the quantities borne
on the Mint books, to prepare the two statements which I have now the honor to submit, shew-
ing, as explained below, a deficiency of 22,0797 1bs. of metal of the value of Rupees 11,333-12-7
as the wastage in the various processes of converting 2,826,408 % lbs. of Copper into Coin, of the
value of Rupees 30,91,693-1-4, yielding a profit of Rupees 9,1{) 1d4~- -3, or Rupees 9,34,800-5-
after deducting the above loss:

2. The last Copper settlement Accounts forwarded to Government were, as above stated,
made up to April 1858 Since that date to 31st October 1861, the Accounts stand thus : —

Balance on the 30th April 1858... e 222493 6
Received from England &e. o e 50,40,821 0

e e+

52,63,314 6
Weight of Coin remitted.... .
Do. of Coin in the Mint. ...

928,26,408 9
5,315 11

7,2
15,861 2

Weight sold.. »s
Scissel ; Issued for \vork
. On hand e 835023012

15,93,477 15
Slips on hand... wan 821848 .0
o g L 5 (3.

22,079 14

8. Considering how rapidly Copper oxidizes in the furnance when being fused, as no less
than 8,314,818 Ibs. of it have been for the purpose of being cast into Ingots, as alsv in the pro-
cesses of annealing to which the Ingots and straps as well as the blanks are repeatedly subjected,
and how much of this Oxide cannot without the greatest difficulty, or disproportionate expense
be re-converted into metal and is consequently lost, and knowing how large quantities of Copper
in the aggregate must unavoidably be thrown away with the cinders of the furnaces ard with the
remains of unserviceable ¢rucibles, even after these drosses have been apparently exhausted of
metal, Ilook upon the result of our operations for the three and a half years under notice as
not only satisfactory but very favorable, since it indicates a wastage from all causes of less than
5 lbs. on each 1,000 pounds weight of Copper worked up; and less than 8 lbs. on each 1,000
pounds weight of Coin turned out.
4. Under these circumstances I have to request the authority of Government for writing off
the gross wastage of 22,079% lbs. of Copper of the value of Rupees 11,333-12-7, to proﬁt and
loss” in the Mint books in adjustment of the Copper Coinage Accounts from the Ist May 1858,

to the 31st October 1861. «
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R e ¥ I ) : i he difference between the value of the
S e < t of loss incurred being the ! _ 6037 8
S S Deduct amoun ; Y the Mint... 56,087 0
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