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FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

Read the following letter from Lieutenant Colonel C. A. ORR, Mint Master ; to T.PYCROFT,

Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 5th February 1862,
+ No 276. :

Para. 1. Asthe Accountant General and the Secretary of the Bank agree with me in
opinion that the Rules which bave been drawn up apd approved

1 Bnclosure. of in Caleutta for the management of the Government Currency
by the Bank of Bengal, in connection with the Jssue Department

at the Mint, and for the internal arrangements at the Mint to carry into effeet the working of the
Tssue Department, may be adopted in this Presidency without change, 1 have the honor to sub-
mit, in compliance with the Order of Government Jated 28th January 1862, No. 72, a statement
of the additions to the establishment of this Mint that, in communication with the Accountant
General, I think will be required to conduct the duties of the Issue Department of the New
Paper Currency.

: Increase.

Mint Master, increase of salary from 1,750 to 2,000... .. e )

Bullion-keeper do. do. from 140to 200... S g 60

Deputy do. do. from 40to A saac1 OO

1 Clerk and Assistant... St L o

VAR 0 o8 g 3 s R S L

3 Shroffs at Rupees 20, 17 and 15...

1 Moochi€,ce «vs wee  sea s ses

Accountant’s Ogfice.

1 Alccountanbiic | o ove topal s asai soaid ess
9 Registry Writers at Rupees 40... .o wee

Per mensem Total Rupees... 697

—

The amount is larger in comparison with the probable extent of the issue of Notes than has been
found necessary in Calcutta, but it is to be remembered that in a Mint like that of Calcutta,
possessing a highly organized and very liberally paid establishment, addditional duties can be
more easily uodertaken than in this Mint, where cheapness ever having been one of the first,
if not the very first object kept in view, the establishments have been fixed on the lowest possi-
ble scale compatible with bare efficiency, and the salaries on rates as manifestly inadequate as
they are disproportioned to the arduous and peculiarly respousible nature of the duties to be
performed.

9. The reasons which in Caleutta have been held sufficient for the increase of the Ballion
keeper's salary from Rupees 250 to Rupées 600 are equally applicable at Madias, where it is
proposed to raise the salary of the holder of the office to Rupees 200 from Rupees 140, which is,
in these days, clearly far below the remuneration which a person filling a position of such trust
is justly entitled to. 1 think it also necessary that as his futies, as well as his respousibilities,
will b» increased, he should have a Deputy in whom he can place confiderice, and whose salary
should be somewhat liberal.

2. 1 have ventured to apply the same reasoning to myself' and to propose that my own
salary ¢hould be raised to Rapees 2,000, in consideration of the iucreased responsibility and
labor that will necessarily fall upon me in the discharge of my duties of Currency Commissioner
for thys Presidency. The proposed increase will barely place the emolument of the Mint Master
on the fouting on which it stood while Colonel Smith held the office and before an allowance of
Rupees 8,500, which formed a portion of its aggregate annual amount, was struck off, in conse-
quence of its bearing the unfortunate designation of * house-rent,” and it will make the remune-
ration of the joint offices of Mint Master and Commissioner of Currency at Madras only
equal to the salary of the Master of the Mint at Bombay. 1 am aware that it has
been argued that, as the quantity of Bullion passing through the Mint of Bombay is greater
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