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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
12th February 1861.

Read again letter from the Officiating Sub-Treasurer, dated 220d November, No. 750, and
recorded in Proceedings of the 4th December 1860, Public Department, No. 1,746.

No. 21, Read also the following letter from R. P. HARRISON, Esq., Accountant General,
to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 30th January 1861,
No, 371.

1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Order of Government, No. 1,746, dated
the 4th ultimo, under which my opinion is required before any final order is issued by the
Government upon the question raised by the Acting Sub-Treasurer in the 20d paragraph of his
letter, No. 750, dated 22nd November 1860.

9. Mr. Balmain in the above letter brings to the notice of Government that advances are
frequently sanctioned without its being specified whether the advance is to be paid after audit
or on receipts of the party receiving the cash, and suggests that in future special authority may

be given when advances are tobe made by the Sub-Treasurer, by the words, “ the Sub-Treasurer

is authorized to advance.”

3. There is in my opinion no objection whatever to the employment of an expression such
as that suggested by Mr. Balmain, conveying in the body of the order special authority to
advance, to the Sub-Treasurer, or other Officer by whom the payment is to be made. It appears
to me, however, that where the Government sanction any particular payment and communicate
specially their order containing such sanction, to the Sub-Treasurer (or other Treasury Officer),
the authority is clear, and sufficient for him to make the payment at once, in advance. If it wus
intended that the payment should be made after audit the Treasury Officer would pay upon
audited Bill and it would be unnecessary to communicate the order to him at all.

4, Ttis, I think, desirable that all Orders of Government sanctioning payments or advances
~ should be communicated to the Civil Auditor for information.

5. I have to apologize for the delay which has oceurred in submitting this report.

No. 22. ORDER THEREON, 12th February 1861, No. 76.
Under the opinion expressed in paragraph 3 of the Accountant General’s letter, the Govern-
ment will for the future adopt the expression®

®« The Sub-Treasurer is authorized to advance.” suggested by the Sub-Treasurer when they
have occasion to communicate to him specially

their order for any particular payment to be made from the Treasury. In such cases the Sub-
Treasurer will act upon the authority conveyed to him and make the payme.nt at once in advance.
2 When it is intended that the payment should be made from the Treasury after ‘being
duly audited, the order sanctioning such payment will zot be communicated to the Sub-Treasurer,
but to the Offices of Account and Audit and other Officers that it may concern.
3. All Orders of Government sanctioning payments on advances will be communicated to
the Civil Auditor for information.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
‘Chief Secretary,

Exd. T. O'Conneor.
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